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MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


\ 1. Will at Police Depatment, Milwaukee, review the arrest file 

relating to JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, their #42336, arrested 9/30/43 
as an inmate of a gambling house, for disposition and all 
background data known rebting to RIZZO. 


2, Will at the USDC, EDW, Milwaukee, U.S, Marshal's #2007, obtain 
: . disposition of arrest of RIZZO on 4/18/44 for illegal possession 
\ and traffic in counterfeit gas ration coupons. 


\ 2, Will at U.S. Secret Service, Milwaukee, their file #J-9-30215, 
obtain all background data had as to RIZZO, his associates, 
and known activities that area. 







a”, 









a 


x a 
S i i 
pecial d t \j Do not write in spaces below ' 


fi 





Approved 
Copies madd: 


(B30 eau. 


3-Milwaukee (92-164) 





In Char 













ft a l gee 13 JAN 12 1881 

í r `, ; | A 

<- p f 14 Ww «En 
` x? l = 


-A ~ 
COVER PAGE 


~~ 


verty 62 - FAN'S ji ‘S67 you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned 
tt U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 O—-344750 











€ 





= 


è 





® 


MI 92-164 


4, 


7, 


Will at the Credit Bureau of Greater Milwaukee, effect 
search of indicies and recordsted relating to RIZZO for 
background information aveilable. 


WiLL contact informants and logical sources close to the FRANK 
PETER BALISTRIERI mob in Milwaukee to develope the associa- 
tion with and extent of participation had by RIZZO with 

this mob. It being noted that "BUSTER" BALISTRIERI is 
frequently observed on weekends with RIZZO at a craps game 
Located at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wis. 


Will determine if the Tie Toe Club, 504 W. Wisconsin Ave.,. 
Milwaukee is operated by interests close to the BALISTRIERS 
and whether Subject RIZZO was employed there as alleged 
on occasion of his arst on 12/12/53 by the PD, Kenosha, 
Jis., and continues to be a known habitue at this location. 


Will at the State of Wisconsin District Income Tax Office, 
Milwaukee, review RIZZO's returns for the years 1958 and 
1959 for background and sources of income. 


AT RACINE AND KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


Will through informants and logical sources attempt to 

develop current activities and associates of RIZZO, and 
ascertain extent of his participation in any illegal activities 
this area. 
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n STATES DEPARTMENT OF E e 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Repent SAL rerama Office: MILWAUKEE 
Date: January 9, 1901 


Field Office File No.: 92-164 Bureau File No.: 


Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 





Character: ANTI - RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: Records ot the PD, Kenosha, Wisconsin, reflect JOHN CHARLES 
RIZZO, FBI #4004975, born 11/16/10 in Penna., and residing 
at 809 Kingston Ave., Racine, Wis., was arrested 12/12/53 
as inmate of a gambling house at Kenosha. RIZZO claimed 
employment with the Tic Toc Club, Milwaukee, Wis. RIZZO's 
photograph identified as loitering at 2207 56th St., Kenosha 
location@f a craps game alleged run by the FRANK PETER 
BALISTRIERI mob of Milwaukee. Fingerprint history and 
arrest records of Racine and Kenosha, Wis., Police Depart- 
ments set forth; Credit negative at Racine and Kenosha. 


=p 


| DETAILS: 
pae [NEAL pa TRIER 
a ' This investigation is pređicated on information that 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO of Racine, Wisconsin, is controlling 
mbling in the Kenosha, Wisconsin area for FRANK PETER 
pears of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with view to further 
dentify him and determine the extent of his participation 
in gambling and other illegal activities, if any, in the 
Kenosha area. 


The following investigation at Kenosha and Racine, Wisconsin 
was conducted by SAL 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


Deputy | Records and Identification 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It ig the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Division, Sheriff's Office, Kenosha County, Kenosha, on 
December 2, 1960, advised a search of the indicies and files 
of that Department failed to reflect any information whatever 
identifiable with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 


ee Se hoo 
Kenoshe County, Kenosha, on December 1960 advised that he 


2 


is famlliar with a gambline hangout located at 2207 56th 
Street, Kenosha, formerly known as the 56th Street Cigar 
Store, that for years was a center for members of the local 
Italian hoodlums of the Kenosha area to loiter, gamble at 
cards and craps, and lay-off horse race bets by telephone 

j dankeegan and Chicago, Illinois gambling interests. 

added that of late he has been informed that the 

FRANK BALISTRIERI mob of Milwaukee, Wisconsin took over 
control of this location for craps games on weekends and tnat 
the names of JOHN RIZZO and "BUSTER'\BALISTRIERI y 
familiar as being associated with thi operation. L — 
added that the location of this gambling is within the City 
of Kenosha and therefore under police jurisdiction of the 
Kenosha Police Department. 


Identification Division, Police 
Department, City of Kenosha, on December 13, 1960 advised 
the records of that Department reflected that JOHN CHARLES 
RIZZO, FBI #4004975, Kenosha Police Department #4311, was 
arrested by that Department on December 12, 1953 on charge 
of being an inamte of a gambling house with disposition 
listed as "Forfeit of a $25.00 bond.” RIZZO at the time of 
this arrest alleged he resided at 809 Kingston Avenue, Racine, 
Wisconsin and was employed by the Tic Toe Club, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. The fingerprint arrest card on RIZZO contained 
the following descriptive data: 


Race White 

Sex Male 

Name JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
Date of Birth ; 11/16/10 

Place of Birth Pennsylvania 
Descent Italian-American! 
Height Bry." 

Weight 195 lbs. 
Complexion Dark 

Hair Gray 

Byes Brown 

Build Medium stout 
Marital Sous Married 

Residence 809 Kingston Ave., 


Racine, Wisconsin 
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A fingerprint history received from the Identification 
Division of the FBI under number 4004975, dated December ee, 
1953, pertaining to JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, contained the 
following entries: 


Contributor Date Rec'd Charge Disposition 

PD, Milwaukee 9/30/43 Inmate Gambling House None 

Wis, 742336 

U.S. Secret 4/18/44 Tllegal possession & None 
Service, Milw., traffic in eft. of gas 

Wis. #J-9-30215 ration coupons 

U.S. Marshal, 4/18/44 Ss a Me Ae ay ee ee es $1,000 bail 
Milw., Wis. 7/2007 

PD, Kenosha, 12/12/53 Inmate of Gambling $25.00 bond, 
Wis. #4311 House forfeit 


es E advised that information was obtained 
from the Police Department, Milwaukee, Wisconsin relating to 
RIZZO of the following record had there by him: 


Date of Arrest Charge Disposition 

9/30/43 Gambling $10.00 & Costs 

4/25/46 Tnmate Gambling $25.00 & Costs 
House 

10/5/51 Operating Auto $75.00 & Costs 


White Under Infi. Liquor 
ee |. December 13, 1960 made available a copy 
O e photograph taken of Subject RIZZO by that Department 
on December 13, 1953. 


LO r a Credit Bureau of Kenosha, 
on December 14, 1960 advised a search of the files and records 


of that Bureau failed to reveal any record or information 
identifiable with Subject RIZZO. 


AT RACINE, WISCONSIN 
A | Bureau of Racine, Racine, Wis- 
consin, on December 165, 1960 advi d a search of the records 


WN 




















bg 
bI7C 


of thet concern failed to locate any record or file relating 
to a JOHN CHARLES RIZZ0, 809 Kingston Avenue, Racine. 


e Records Section, Police Department, 
City of Racine, on December 29, 1960, advised the following 
notations were located on a name card for a JOHN RIZZO of 924 


Park Ave., Rache, whose date of birth was set forth as 
being November 16, 1910, no place of birth described: 
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Date of Arrest Charge Disposition 
1/9/37 Innate of Gambling $5.00 & Costs 
House 
7/30/38 Opr. Unregistered Vehicle Excused 
4/18/81 Inmate Gambling House $10.09 fine 


further stated that RIZZO, in connection with the 
above arrests, was not fingerprinted or photographed by the 
Department. She also stated that a complaint was received by 
the Department on September 8, 1957 pertaining to a JOHN RIZ20 
residing at 809 Kingston Avenue, Racine, as burning rubbish 
at that eddress. He was ordered by a Squad to put the fire 
out and did so. No œher information identifiable with the 
Subjeet could be located. 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


Ss DOcomber 30, 
1960 advised h ———, puilding located at 2207 56th Street, 
Kenosha, and a >a roon there to a group of local 
Ttalian-Americans 

TPIT 5 


$65.00 a month rental for the room which is used 

On weekends, and sometimes on more frequent occasions, for 
craps games; however, there are no card games or horse-racing 
bets conducted there as no telephones have been installed 
in that room in over a year. Ce shown the photograph 
of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO immediately identified it as being 
identical with the JOHN RIZZO of Racine, Wisconsin, that 
frequents the craps games held at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, 
and is seen in company of a number of men allegedly from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, including one "BUSTER" BALISTRIERI. 

added, however, that he did not know the identities 
of the other Milwaukee men. He stated that RIZZO claims 
to be a salesman for the Garbo liotor Sales, 3O77 Douglas 
Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin and at times has checks from that 
establishment. [_Jadded that the craps games are usually 
$50.00 ones but only on a rare occasion has he seen fit to 
join in on this gambling, and is not aware of what relation- 
ship RIZZO has in this operation. 
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La Mont CHARACTER OF CASE 


A ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Title is be¥ng marked "changed" to reflect addition of the 
alias of Jia MONT used by RIZZO when registering at the 
Plaza Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., on 1/11/55, according to G 
records of the Police Department, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. ‘+ ad 


REFERENCE frst 


Report of Sal T], Milwaukee, 1/9/61. 


Pe 
LEADS 


MILWAUKEE OFFICE 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


l1. Will at the Hertz Corp., 615 N. 5th Street, Milwaukee, j 
identify to whom the vehicle bearing 1961 Wisconsin license  / 
¥57-670 was rented on evening of Sunday, 2/12/61. Will 
thereafter determine that individual's reputation and 
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Bureau and Police Department. 





A 


sicense is issued and effect searches of the 
records o e Police and Credit Bureau for background 
data and reputation. 









AT APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


Will as set forth above for Milwaukee, further identify 
erse m [is True, 2 to whom 1961 
Wisconsin license is issued, and consider 
possibility someone other than herself may have used 
her car on 2/12/61. 

AT OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 


Ji 2 y rther identify 
to whom 1961 
Wisconsin license is issued, and consider 


possibility someone other than herself may have used 
her car on 2/12/61. 


AT SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 


Will as set forth above for Milwaukee, further identify 
a a to whom 
iLSConsin License S issued. 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


l1. Will identify, locate and consider for interview 
the principal Italian-American "local" hoodlums in 
Kenosha regarding gambling and other activities 
engaged in allegedly by the BALISTRIERI mob from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to determine the extent thereof 
and the part played therein by Subject RIZZO. 


2. Will as set forth above for Milwaukee, further identify 


the following individuals whose vehicles were observed 
night of 2/12/6l at Kenosha: 


ALBERT ALBANA, = 25th St., Kenosha, issued 
= Wisconsin license — 
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3. Will through confidential informants and other 
investigative techniques, endeavor to further penetrate 
Subject RIZZO's activities as they relate to underworld 
activity in the Kenosha-Racine area. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


INFORMANTS 


mr T-1is[_ | 
MI T-2 is 


Request). 


mz T-3 isL_ |] b7D 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Oo a BUREAU OF INVEST eG 


b7C 
Copy fo: 

Report of: SA a Jel Office: Milwaukee 

Date: February 2T; 

Field Office File No.: 92-164 Bureau File No.: 

Titles JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI-RACKETEER ING 

Synopsis: 


Records of J. I. Case Corp., Racine, Wis. reflect Subject 
RIZZO born 11/16/07, Pittsburgh, Pa., and worked at J, I. Case 
12/17/25 to 10/5/36; was listed as married to JOSEPHINE and 
formerly resided Rt. 1, Box 9D and 1529 South St., both Racine. 

epister of Deeds, R cine, reflect bith of daughter 

while residing at Box 9D address, where 

also a FRANK RIZZO and a SAM RIZZO resided. SAM RIZZO deter- 
mined born 6/27/13, Racine to VINCENT RIZZO and ANTONINA 
RESPANTE, both born Italy and residing Rt. 1, Box 9D address, 
Racine. Credit Bureau, Racine data reflects Subject RIZZO 
never employed by_Garbo Motor Sales Co., Racine though per- 
sonally known to Records, PD, Mil., Wis. 
reflect RIZZO born 41 ittsburgh, Pa., to VINCENT and 
HELEN RIZZO, married to JOSEPHINE ZAMBITI, Waukegan, T1l1, 1929 
and has 2 brothers, TONY, age 52 in 1943 born Racine and MIKE, 
age 50, in 1943, borh Indianapolis, Ind. Arrest history at 
Mil. Wis. for RIZZO set forth. Investigation reflects numerous 
telephone contacts made June through November, 1960 to Subject 
RIZZO's residence, Racine from Gallagher's Restaurant, well known 
Mil., Wis. hoodlum hangout. Informant also advised RIZZO tied in 
with FRANK BALISTRIERI mob in Milwaukee and operates a “oraps" 
gambling game in Kenosha, Wis. for BALISTRIERI and is only con- 


tact in Kenosha who will handle sizeable horse bets. Investigation 


continuing. 
p 


DETAILS: BAKGROUND 


At Racine, Wisconsin: 


Employment: 
Captain[ —  |Detective Bureau, Police Department, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is Ioaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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City of Racine, on February 9, 1961 advised that the 
Garbo Motor Sele S 3 
LS. 









o dealers in that 
community whose activities, as far as known, are 
within the law but it has been the experience of 






Captai n past contects had with either 

of the that it was not feasible to contact 
either in confidence as tney have 

in the Gast two occassions gone back and 


y 
informed the persons contacted about, that the Police 
made inquiries regarding them, to the resulting 
embarrassment of the Police Department. 


OOS oF ] cweait Bureau of 
cine, on February > LOOL advised that an employment 


contact had been made by the Credit Bureau in 
February, 1961, relating to JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 1906 


bamertson Road, Racine, at which time it was determined 
TT Garbo Motor Sales 
Company, { Douglas Avenue gine, that RIZZO was 
personally known tf however, RIZZO 
definitely was not sMolovee of that concern and 
never nas been on the payrcll in any capacity. 

also stated that he has no idea where RIZZ 
iS employed or what he does for a living. also 
stated that it was his belief that RIZZO was born 
in Racine, Wisconsin, and has lived here all of his 
life, and prior to residing on Emmertson Road for 


the past year, lived for a_number of years at 809 
Kingston Avenue, Racine. e ellesed 
that RIZZO is married, with wife being named JOSAPHING, 


and they have ore dependent child. RIZZO was judeed 
to be about 50 years of age eccording tol == 


a 2e stated she located an old credit 
ile relating to a JOHN RIZZO, that had been misfiled, 
a review of which reflected that RIZZO was listed 


as having lived at the following residences, dates of 
wnich, however, were not known: 


Route zl, Box 9D, Racine, Wisconsin 
1529 South Street, Racine, " 
1334 State Street, Racine, " 
924 Park Street, Racine, 
809 Kingston Ave., Racine, " ek 
1906 Emmertson Rd., Racine," 5/60 


20% 








of 


k - 
+ 
r 4 


MI 92-164 


Emoloyments set forth for RIZZO in the file, which likewise 
were not dated, were as follows: 


J. I. Case Corp., Racine, Wisconsin 

John Hancock Insurance Company, no city listed 
J. I. Case, Company, Racine, Wisconsin 

State Street Billiards Parlor, Racine, Wisconsin 
Tic Toc Club, Milweukee, Wisconsin. 


m that in December, 1943, informatlon was 
furnishe e Credit Bureau that RIZZO disputed, but paid, 


a bill owed the St. Luke's Hospital, Racine, Wisconsin, 

apparently incurred by his wife. The last activity in 

file relating to RIZZO, wes. a credit i made for 

a local fuel oil company in kay, 1955. 

stated that in respect to RIZZO nothing was cnntained in 

N file reflecting adversely on his credit or paying 
abits. 


tated that it wes her information that JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO Was a brother to SAM RIZZO, 2818 Winthrop 
Avenue, Racine, employed as Secretary forthe Union Labor 
Publishing Co., Inc., publishers of "The nacine Labor," 
a weekly paper, ct 419 6th Street, Racine, and a brother of 
FRANK RIZZO, 3042 Douglas Avenue, Reeine, a sand_mixer for 


City Malleable Iron Company, Racine, 
[fates advised that SAM RIZZO was very active 
publicly in the past two campaigns for GERALD T. BLYNN 
of Racine who ran two years ago and won the First. 
District Congressional Office on the Democratic ticket but 


lost out in November, 1960, when up for re-election.. 


I i and Employment, J. I. 
ase Corporation, Racine, on February 13, 1961, advised 


the records of that office revealed that a JOHN RIZZO, 
born November 16, 1907 at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, began 
employment at J. I. Case on December 17, 1925 as a mailer 
and worked at varying periods through to October 5, 1926 
when he was laid off as an assembler for lack of work. 
During that period of employment RIZZO quit his job a 
number of times, the first occuring on 7/1/27, but always 
returned until his last activity there on October 5, 1936. 


|__| stated that RIZZO was assigned Clock Number 1287, 
and resided first at Rural Route #41, Box 9D, South Street, 
Racine, which was later changed to 1529 South Street, 
Racine. Wife was identified as JOSEPHINE with one 
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Gependent child. Previous emoloyments were listed as being 
with the Lepaw Farm, Caledonia; the Ajax Rubber Company; and 
the Nash Motor Corporation. 


said that there was also located an old employment 
record for one FRANK RIZZO, born July 29, 1906 at Caledonia, 
Wisconsin, who worked at J. I. Case Corporation from March 
5, 1923 to Mey 25, 1938, when he was laid off for lack 
of work. RIZZO resided first at RD 1l, Box 9D, North Racine, 
Wisconsin, which was later changed to 1529 South Street, 
Regine. JOHN RIZZO was listed as the person to be notified 
in case of emergency. FRANK RIZZO was assigned Social 
Security Number 3296-05-5852, and listed his wife as 
being JOSSPHINE RIZZO. 


Birth Deta 


ee Deeds Office, Racine 
County, Court House Builoing, Hacine, on February 13, 1961, 


sdvised the records of that Office reflected in Volume 


70, Page 371, a record she birt € 
female child, on to JOHN RIZZO, 
AEC years, White, born in Pennsylvania, end emoloyed by 


J. I. Case Corporation, Racine; and, JOSSPHING SAMBITY , 

sge 19 years, White, born in Italy, employed for one year 
until October, 1929, at the Racine Dry Goods Company, 
Racine, Wisconsin. Residence address listed for the parents 
was at Route #1, Box 9D, Racine, Wisconsin. R. 0. PETERSON, 
hk. D., attended the birth. 


The records of the Register of Deeds Office, Racine, also 
revealed in Volume 59, Page 130, of the birth of 5k RIZZO 
on June 28, 1913 at Radne to parents VINCENT RIZZO, age 

62 years, White, born in Itely, a sheeneker by trade; 

and, ANTONIA RASPANTES, White, age 54 years, born Italy, 

a housewife, bovh residing et Route ;fl1, Box 9D, Racine, 
jlLsconsin. 


In addition, data was located under Olume 82, 
Page 393, for bith of O and 
Volume 106, Page 683, for birth of 
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A record m = a neated in 0 me Pa ee ¢ of the 


Review of the Directory for the City of Racine, Racine, 
Wiscorsin, revealed a FRANK and JOSEPHINE A, RIZZO resided 
at 3042 Douglas Avenue, Racine, with FRANK employed as a 
sand mixer for the Belle City Malleable Iron Company, 
Racine. In addition, —_—_————— ere 

ad as residing aj —“—™S™S—C—C—C—C—C—C—CCCCCCCCCCC | th 


Yo listing what- 
ever was set forth for JOHN CHARL E op 


MISCELLANEOUS 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Rice a 
Sit he, SR ee a a oe E 

tn January, 1961, MI ot in connection with another investi- 
gation, made available information that a pay phone, BRoadway 
2~9855 located at Gallagher's Restaurant, 829. North Third Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which location is the principal place 
of employment fr one FRANK PETER-RALISTRIERI, well known 
Milwaukee hoodlum, was used to cont MElrose 2-8753, listed 
in the name of JOHN RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine, Wisconsin 
The dates of these contacts were given as occurring on 6/11, 
13,26, 29, 30/60; 7/21, 28, 29, 30/60; 9/23/60; 10/5, 8, 10, 

13, 16, 29, 30/60; and almost daily through the month of 
November, 1960. 





Informant also advised that in addition numerous calls were 
made to a number of Kenosha, Wisconsin telephone numbers 
during the preceding six month period, including that of 
number OLympic 4-9931, an unpublished coin-box installation. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin: 
On January 27, 1961, MI T-2 advised that OLympic 4-9931 was 


a coin-box type installation listed in the name of the "56th 
Street Cigar Store” 2207--56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
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Informant added that this installation was disconnected 
and removed from service on January 26, 1961 together 
with a business telephone number OLympic 2-9357, keated 
at the same address. Informant also advised that since 
January 27, 1961 there is no telephone service of any type 
Lacated at 2207--56th Street, Kenosha, commonly known 
Locally as "the 56th Street Cigar Store." 


nuary 27, 1961, MI T-3 advised a | 
that the "56th Street Cigar Store,” 220 th Street bpe 
= 


nosha, is nothing more than a room rented ae 
ee  ( that location, by a WILLIAM COVELLI, 
aka “Vy or e operation of a gambling establishment. 


Informant stated that Subject RIZZO acts as the "banker" 
for a "craps" gambling game held at this location on week- 
ends which attracts a number of businessmen from the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin area, with a $500 pot limit, 


Informant also advised that "BUSTER” BALESTRERE, STEVE DI 

SALVO, and others out of Milwaukee, Wisconsin have been seen 
there, and it is the informant's information that WILLIAM COVELLI 
obtains a ten per cent "cut" with the balance allegedly being 
taken by RIZZO possibly for the FRANK BALISTRIERI mob in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Informant also advised that he has known Subject JOHN RIZZO 
for a number of years and stated that RIZZO worked at one 
time for an old time Milwaukee hoodlum named ALTUSSO who 

in the early and middle 1930's was a big wheel in the 
Milwaukee area, and at that time operated two joints known 
as the Vanity Club and the Tic Toc Bar in Milwaukee. In- 
formant said that RIZZO is a "money" man or banker” 
primarily and currently is the only contact in Kenosha 

who will handle any sizeable horse-race bet, with “lay offs 
being made in Milwaukee, Wisconsin possibly with the 
BALISTRIERIS. 


Informant also advised that he knows of no race wire 
operations currently existing in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
itself and while there are horse-bets being made through 
the "local" gamblers in Kenosha, these are all low- 
dollar bets, not exceeding $10, and if anyone wants to 
place any sizeable bets of more than that amount, no 

one in Kenosha will touch them except JOHN RIZZO. 
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At Racine, Wisconsin: 


Review of the "Racine Journal Times," a daily newspaper 
published at Racine, Wisconsin, conducted on February 13, 
1961 at the City of Racine Public Library, reflected an 
article appearing on page one of the April 17, 1944 issue 
entitled "OPA Charges Four Racine Men Active in Gas Coupen 
Ring,” under which there was in substance reported that 
Federal warrants were issued charging counterfeiting of 
gasoline coupons in whith 32 Racine gasoline stations 
suffered shortages of 29,500 gallons of gasoline represented 
by counterfeit and improperly endorsed coupons. four 
individuals were identified as being receivers, namely: 
ALPHONSE ANZALONE, 1952 Prospect Street; D. FISHER, 

1732 State Street; CARL IVERSON, 14th and Racine Streets; 
and the Hansen & Meschke Service Station, all Racine, 
Wisconsin. A fifth individual being sought as a principal 
was not identified in the article, 


The April 18, 1944, issue of the "Racine Journal Times,” 

page one, carried an article captioned "JOHN RIZZO 

Surrenders on OPA Charge" under which in substance was 

set forth the data that RIZZO was charged with being the 
principal supplier in an alleged counterfeit gas coupon 

ring in operation at Racine and that RIZZO had surrendered 
himself at 2:00 PM, April 18, 1944, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

to face prosecution on a Federal crime warrant issued on 
request of the Milwaukee District OPA. RIZZO at the time 

of surrender appeared with EUGENE SULLIVAN, Milwaukee attorney. 


~5ip- 





MI 92-164 


The April 19, 1944 issue of the "Racine Journal Times,” 
Page 4, carried an article captioned "RIZZO Bond Set at 
$1,000" under which in substance was set forth the data 
that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, age 33 years, Racine small-time 
gambler, was placed on $1,000 bond set by F. E, JENKINS, 
U. S. Commissioner in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on April 18, 
1944 on charge of dealing in counterfeit G-2 gas coupons. 
RIZZO, who formerly resided at 924 Racine Park Avenue, 
Racine, is charged with being supplier of bogus counter- 
feit coupons to ALPHONSE ANZALONE of Racine. The article 
further pointed out that Racine Police and Court records 
show RIZZO was arrested twice for being an inmate of a 
gambling house, once in 1937 and in 1941. RIZZO was also 
fined for violating the auta license law in 1938. A hearing 
on the OPA charges was to be set for May, 1944. bi 
b 


Oh) 


PC 
At Kenosha,Wisconsin: 


n Sunda pruary 12, 1961 at 10:26 PM, sa| orre 
Eesen observed the following listed automobiles 
parked on 50th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, in front of and 
in the immediate area of the address of 2207 56th Street, 
commonly known as the "56th Street Cigar Store," which 
establishment was lighted up but the interior could not 
be seen dur to the lower two-thirds of the front window 
being obscured by a covering: 


1961 Wisconsin License Registered To 
¥57-670 The Hertz Corp., G5 North 5th 


E Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 





t 
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To the rear of the building et 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, oe 
there were observed the following two automobiles 

parked on an area amounting to the back yard of 

this property: 


W90-815 ALBERT ALBANA, 2714 25th Street, 


It is to be noted in connection with the above license plates 
that GRECO's restaurant at 2209 56th Street, Kenosha, 

Was open for business and operating as such at the time 

these automobiles were observed in the area, 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
a UU NEN 


The ns investigation was conducted by SA | |] 


at Milwaukæ Wisconsin. 


a Le ba 
Bureau of Identification Milvau ee Police Departnient, 


advised her records reflected the following concerning 
ie RIZZO, Milwaukee Police Department Number 
12330, 


Name JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
Date of Birth November 16, 1910 
Place of Birth Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Height 5ig" 

Weight LL 

Build Medium 

Complesion Dark 

Hair Black (greying, wavy) 

Byes Brown 

Remarks Teeth, gold crowns 

FBI 3 LO004975 

Nationality Italian American 

Parents Father-VINCENT Mother-HELEN 

Brother TONY, age 52 in 1943, Racine, Wis. 
MIKI, age 50 in 1943, Indianapolis, Indiana 

Wife JOSEPHINE ZAMBITTI: Married, Waukegan, 
Ijli S 

Child 

Selective Service Registered Board <2, Racine 

Occupation Billiard parlor operator 


Arrest Record: 

Admits arrest about 1935, Racine, Wisconsin, auto 

soecd, $10.00 fine 

Admits arrest about 1937, R cine, Wisconsin, shooting 
é A 

craps, $10.00 fine. i 


-T - 
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September 30, 1943 as 42336 PD, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Inmate 
gambling House, $10.00 fine costs on October 29, 1943. 
April 18, 1944, as 2007 USM, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Trans- 
fering Counterfeit C-2 Gas Coupons, Dismissed by US 
Commissioner, FLOYD JENKIN., June 5, 194, 

October 3, 1945 Auto Speed, $10.00 Costs, October 4, 1945 
April 25, 1946, arrested in gambling raid, 618aBast 
Clybourn, charge inmate gambling house, $25.00 and costs 
on June 14, 1946. 

When arrested on April 25, 1946 as an inmate of a gambling 
house at 6l® East Clybourn, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the 
following were dso arresved: 


Name DOB Address MIPD No. 


bi 
ee a err Sarina en pepe eS PR 
= 


2e &, Auer Ave. ALW. 


PRANK MICHASL BRUNO 3/13/09 è 
Ee ee nn a 


CONO JOEN TLINTACT 6/76 505 &. Detroit „s MiLw, 
ROSARIO LANZA 2/19/94 1104 N. Jackson St., Milw. 12301 
SANTO CHARLES CURRO 12/18/09 N. Arlincon. Milw 5290 
ee ee ee ee 
. TILT /O0 206 Noris Œi uadison. H R DR! 


JUONOV AN Joach HALEN 


Note attached to Milwaukee Police Department -[42336 by 

Identification Bureau, dated January 
25, 1955: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, has been concluded the 
Suspicious person registering January 11, 1955 at Plaza 
Hotel as J, LaMONT, S16 22nd Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
using 1954 Lincoln car, Wisconsin license V-51-028 
Listed TONY RIZZO, Racine, Blond woman noticed going to 
nis room. 


le heel? ed ig 5 | 
State of Wisconsin Distric neome Lee, County Cour 


House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, advised her records reflect 
the following: 


JOHN C. RIZZO, 809 Kingston Ave., Racine, Wisconsin, 1954 Tax 
return Social Secuirty # 391-222-9098 

Occugtion, Speculator | 

Income $ 2,977.00 Income tax paid $25.80 


1955 Tax return 
income $ /,461.00 paid $ 60.84 


8. 
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1956 Tax return 
income $ 4,687.00 paid $ 67.30 
1957 Tax return 
income $ 4,604.00 paid $ 65.76 


1958 Tax return 
income $ 4,762.00 paid $ 70.68 


1959 Tax return 
income $ 6,445.00 Took itimized deduction and 
listed the following: 


Christenson Real Estate Co. $200 


Racine Evangelical Church 5O 
Red Cross & Miscellaneous 26 
b6 
continued that the wife of JOHN C. RIZZO, ae 


filed for the years 1954 and 1955. 


Tax return 1954 

JOSEPHINE Z. RIZZO, 809 Kingston Avenue 

Social Security No. 389-16-7820 

Occupation: Saleslady, Neisner Bros., Racine, Wisconsin 
Tncome $1,982.73 


Tax return 1955 
(same as above 
Income $ 88.07 


On February 10, 1961 

T advised SA JAMES E. MC ARDLE that 

The Tic Toe Tavern was operated at 634 North Fifth Street, 
Milwaukee, for about eighteen years prior to 1956. b7D 


| Jaaso stated th O was known as a gambler, but 
has not been seen by for many years. Nothing was 
known specifically of Subject RIZZO's having been arrested 
in a gambling raid at the Tic Toe at any time, put RIZZO 
might have been so involved at the old Ogden Social Club, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


9# 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ( 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


eae JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report of SA Ld b7¢ 
at Milwaukee dated February 


27, 1961. 


Ail sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contuins nether recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Report Form 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Roporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period 
MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE | 5/18/61 3/31-5/15/61 
TITLE OF CASE Report made by Typed By: 
jah 
CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN ounrnndhr2z0, aka 
2 be 
AR bec 
| XByalopsiax 
REFERENCE 
{y 
‘Report ef a O OOUE, ML ature 4/12/61 
o} 
A go 4 - P m 
LEADS 
' CHICAGO DIVISION 7 
: AT CHICAGO, ILL. ee 


1. Will identify the subscribers to the phone g GON 
centacted 1/30/61, an ] contacted 


2. Will through informants, available sources, and existing re- 
liable contacts, ascertain if these subscribers have hoodlum... 
contacts or are in fact hoodlums themselves. OD 


Pa) / | 

A N | 

Approved l files | T aa S Do not write in spaces below 
ast w 


Copies made: ł F 


„aT 





~" L 





i 


_ 


_2-Chicago (RM) 


2-Milwaukee (92-164) 
CAM ut É C, us Pelee D 





JUN 1319681 = 

i eae 

Property of FBI - This report ig, lganed to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contonts are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
G | $ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1958 O--3S44750 
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LLLA DIVISION 


T KaNOSHA, Wis. 


Will adanctiry 





wa & - = = z i J ha me æ 
pearing LOOL Wis. licens: l tne extent, 
il any, of bis knowlečoe of and To in che ganolins 

= -=t r - r; pani = L - e Trat 

operations at 2207 55h Sproet, Kenosha, Wis. 

Ze 

ee, 

_ 





Peor 
Subject! o roridence. 


AT HIIVA UKI S, Wis. 
Kaarsen e eiiie ERRE A 


Ll. WAIL identify the subseriber to telennone BR 6-3090, 
congacted on nuwierous occasions in 1L OL, and once on 


al 


2/5/81, from Subjeet's residence telephone. 


Oo. WALL chrouvh invorents and availaple sources rurthe: 
idont iry 
cOnvacted Troia SUDJCCT residence vélapnone on numerous 
oceasions curing Jan. Sheouh oe 1951, to determine 
whesner he ond tne subseriber to 3R 5-3090 have hoodlun 
contacts or ere in taet noodluns chernselves. 





z5 
3 
@ 
ra 
1! 


3. Will at Universal Underwrti 
nature, if any, of business 
by Subject RIZZO. 


C3 = 


ars, x 
dealinvs had with that concern 


DUMORTIA NTS 


pE 
TD PITY LOCATION bT7c 
b7D 
(PCT) 
HI P-2 As MI 92-1G64-27 | 
b7D 
MI T-~3 is Mr 1A /92-154 


a 
PAGE 
taht ts 








Ave., deter.aine 
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IDENTITY LOCATION 
b6 
BIC 
Instant report b7D 
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COVER PAGS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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own 
Copy to: 
io of: or Office: MILWAUK EW 
Field Office FileNo: MI 92-164 Bureau File Nos 92-5012 
Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: ANTI~RACK STG URING 


Synopsis: Confidential informants advise Subject RIZZO has reopened 
`” his dice gambling operation in Kenosha, Wis., but on a 

Limited basis and FRAN BALISTRIARI of Milwaukee, Wis., 
definitely has interest in same. SO, Racine Co., Racine, 
Wis., reports RIZZO a victim of an armed holdup by one 
Unsub. on early Sat. morning 4/15/61, at his home, 1906 
Emmertson &d,, Racine, as he was returning home from 
Kenosha. Unsub. had forced his way into house, after 
cutting telephone wires and threatened Mrs. RIZZO with 
gun if she attempted to leave. Unsub. had his head 
covered with a dark brown or black stocking pulled down 
over his head. RIZZO shoed up one hour later after Unsub.'s 
entry into the house, but did not have more than $50.00 on 
nis person so Unsub. then took 81ZZ0's car, which was later 
found abandoned by RIZZO himself at Oak Creek, Wis., on 
Highway 38 toward, Milwaukee, RIZZO denied knowledge of 
identity of Unsub. Telephone toll listings on RIZZO's 
residence at Racine set forth for period 1/13-4/12/61. 


u Pa 


DETAILS: 
The following investigation was conducted by SA LSS 
AT OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 

1951, of the 1960 Oshkosh City Directory 


Cxamination on March 31 
Lects resides at 
and he is snown as an employee of Robert Brand and 


sons, working as a cabinet maker. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your ugency. 
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OU AR AUGUSTA, ` WISCONSIN ` 






“On April 7, 1961, 


Peoples State Bank, 
Augusta, advised that ) t: 





hp MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN: 


On April To 1961, MI T-1 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
JOHNNY RIZZO has reopened his.dice gambling. game at Kenosha, E 
== Wisconsin, as he feels that the "heat" is off,- but he is: 
, operating. on a rather limited: basis on Friday. and - ‘Sunday | 
nights. The informant stated ‘BUSTER BALESTRERE. and STEVE. 

’ DI SALVO still go to Kenosha and supervise the game there. a 
as FRANK BALISTRIERI's representatives, | MI.T-1 stated FRANK 
. BALISTRIERI definitely has a big ' ‘piece’ in this gambling 


o > operation and receives a cut, from the > winnings. 


ar RACINE, WISCONSIN ` 





On April 18, 1961; Sheriff's 
Office, Racine County, made. available to SA 


a report of investigation conducted by. 








a 
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s ae the Racine - county Sheriff's | 
ice, dated April 15, 1901, a review of which set forth, 


in substance, the following, information: 


roximatelý 7:30 Oen _. ne 
of the Racine Private ce Inc., 





2. OF 2048 ‘Clark Street, Racine, contacted the dispatcher of the. 
"Sheriff's Office, Racine County , telephonically that someone 


- ’ during the early morning hours on that date broke into the 
‘garage of JOHN C. RIZZO at 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine, Wis- 
= consin, and stole RIZZO's 1958 Lincoln sedan, bearing Wis. 
 T4Aceense: Y50280, green and also severed: the telephone: wires. 
at the RIZZO home, ` added that one of his men by 
the name of 
-© been checking the residence © | “the 
„ou Private Police Inc.,.and had done šo late. Friday night, ‘April 






E Un 1961, and early” sotar dae mann April 15,°1961,. but did 


not see anything unusual added at. approximately . 
5:25 AM on April 15, 1961, the. Racine Private Police Inc. re- 


` ceived a call from JOHN RIZZO informing that office. that his ne 


ar had been. stolen, ‘and accordingly had 
| go to the. RIZZO house where RIZZO informed that 
' someone had stolen his car’ and oer ane help. 
. RIZZO to look for it. L___]|stated the two drove around the 
- -area for about | thout success and on the return. 
- the RIZZO home was awaiting them there. 


= cand Mr. RIZZO departed to again look for the ‘automobile and 
. while in the company oft RIZZO: stated the Unknown 
” Subject that had taken his car made the remark he would leave - 


=> it on- Highway 38, but a search of that highway was made with 


o. negative results in locating the automobile; so. in- | 

formed RIZZO he was going to report to the sheriff's office 

theft of the car, which he did at 7:30 AM, on April 15, 1961. 
later called the Sheriff's Office at approximately 


a O30 PM on April 15, 1961, and stated RIZZO had informed ‘the — 


Racine Private Police, Inc., that he had found his automobile. 


, G m Racine Private. Police Inc., approximately, three a 
-- weeks: belore had been: requested by JOHN RIZZO, residing. at. - , 


”  .1906 Emmertson Road,.Racine, to check the. RIZZO: home -on 


Friday nights. with arrangements to be made of a check at -` 
11:00 PM, at 1:30 AM and again at 2:30 AM. There was also . . 


“> a prearranged system worked out with Mrs. JOHN RIZZO that she ~~ 


-> Was to place a card in the window of her home if everything was ` 
. allright, but. if the card was down the Private.Police were to | 
come. into the home even if they had to break in. a 


— 
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The report of the Racine Co s Office further re- 
yanled that when Detectives ğ interviewed 
Mrs. JOSSPHINE RIZZO at her home at O Bmamertson Road, Racine 
on April 15, 1961, she advised that at approximately 3:50 AM, 
on that date she wos sitting in the television room located on 
Sho soucthuest corner of the residence, che stated she neard a 
class break on the rear door which is located in the same room 
that she was sitting in and when she went to the telephone to 
call the Sheriff's Office, she discovered the phone was out of 
order, and by this time a man forced his way into the house oy 
pugin the door open causing the casing around the door vo be 
pulled away from the force used on effecting the entry. 





According to Mrs, RIZZO she described the Unknown Subject as 
rollows: 


Age 35 years 
Heivht 5t9"10" 
Weight 190-200 
Characteristic Wearing medium brown stocking 


pulled over his face and head 
light beige jacket with trousers 
of the same shade of brown and 
black shoes 


wes. RIZZO stated this man had been drinking as she detected a 
strone odor of alcohol on him. She also auvised tne Unknown 
Subject was holding a sun in his hand and informed hrs. RIZZO 
aot to be afraid and not to try to get out of the house to call 
hee neishbors. From the description of the gun given by Hrs. 
RIZZO, the Unknown Subject apparently had an automatic and kept 
strokine the gun like he would be cocking it. The Unknown 
Subject was in the hone for about one hour's time during which 
he walked around the room and opened the refrigerator, always 
carrying the gun. Mrs. RIZZO statea when her husbano JOHN cane 
home at about 4:30 AM, and opened the garage door, the Unknown 
Subjoet went out the back door to meet him, but she was unable 
to furnish any additional information us she did not know what 
yent on between this man and her husband. 


Detoctives Lo enc[ further set forth that their 
tovestivation disclosed thet someone hed smashed the glass in 
She storm door on the west side of the house and forced the 

inner door to gain entreanee. There ware also several sets of 
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footprints on the south. side of the house where the a 
telephone line had been cut. 


Sheriff's ffice report for + April: 16, 1961, reflected 
‘and interviewed JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 1906 o 
ertson Road, Racine at the Sheriff's Office at approximately. 
10:00 AM- on that date, RIZZO born November 16, 1910, advised 
he runs a crap game . in Kenosha on Friday and. Sunday. nights 


. and when he came’ home between 5: 45 and 6:00°AM on the morning 


of April 15, 1961, and drove his car into the garage, he was 
met while still in the car by an unknown white.male, age about 
. 40, 5'11",.190 pounds, carrying what appeared to be. an auto- 


| CU matic in his- hand and wearing a black, stocking over his head. 


and face with a knot in the stocking’ tied at the top of his 
head. RIZZO stated the unknown man stated "JOHN get out of. 
car and don't try any funny stuff and no.one will get hurt’. 
After RIZZO got out of. the. automobile, the Unknown Subject 
asked "where is: the money” and was told to empty out his. 

7 pockets.. RIZZO stated he emptied his pockets on, the fender 

_. of the car and had about $50.00 in bills and said that was all 
. the-money he had on his-person. and could not be sure, but f 
believed he' also made the remark "that he didn't carry the 
‘other money" meaning the crap game money, ‘home with him". 
The Unknown Subject didnot take. the $50.00, but asked RIZZO . 
for the keys to the automobile: which were in the ignition. The 


a Unknown Subject. then got into the car and- informed RIZZO. that 


he would leave the automobile on Highway 38, following which he 
‘packed it out of the garage and drove north. on the -Emmertson a 


| Road. in the direction of Highway | 38. 


| RIZZO stated the Unknown Subject was very polite using good 


English and appeared to be a smooth talker. RIZZO also stated 
“he. detected a strong odor of alcohol on the Unknown Subject's 


oo breath, but denied knowing him or recognizing him as anyone he 


had. ever seen before. RIZZO stated after the Unknown Subject - 
departed, he went into the house and talked to his wife for 
about ten minutes and then went to a neighbor's home where he 
' called the Racine Private Police Inc. and‘one of their repre= _.. 
sentatives came to his home and with this individual they checked 
Highway 38 north to the Milwaukee County line for the automobile `. 


l "> with negative results. RIZZO also informed the Sheriff's Office 


that when he returned home he tried to sleep, but coulh't and 
then called a friend whose name he refused to furnish to. help 
him look for his automobile. They located the missing car on. 
Highway. 38 in Oak Creek, township on the west” ‘side of the road 


7- 
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< across from the St. John's Church.’ RIZZO stated the muffler 
on the automobile was ruined and the glove compartment had - 


-c been broken into with a pair of 6 x 35 power binoculars, black. 


in. color, being removed and stolen-from the glove compartment. 
' Value of the binoculars was estimated at $20.00. The ignition 
keys were in the ignition of the car when. it was found by Mr. o 
RIZZO anā he immediately called the Racine Private Police Inc., 
‘from Oak Creek Township to cancel the notice of the car being 
stolen. | ae D a, re | 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN ~ | | | 
. On April 24, 1961, MI T-2, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
=.. JOHNNY RIZZO is still operating the crap game in Senosha, | 
Wisconsin and also [Tat the Rite-Spot Tavern in 
Kenosha has also opened up. - T-2 advised BUSTER BALESTRERE 
generally supervises the crap game run by RIZZO on Friday and 
Sunday nights as the representative of FRANK BALISTRIERI, but 
‘he has not been going to Kenosha on the past two weekends as 


he learned or heard that the authorities in Kenosha are watch- 
ing the place and obtaining license numbers on. automobiles. 


© AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


= Chief STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, Police Department, City of Kenosha, on 


-May 10, 1961, advised’SA] Cis that he ha 


.. May 4, 1961 and requested| __—_—'—*€o. consider cancelling NIS 


lease with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO for rental 
of that store space.at $75.00 per month. [______]informed 


-HAUKEDAHL that before making any decision, he preferred to wait 
until he had an opportunity to first hear COVELLI and. RIZZO0's 

side of their story as to the gambling setup. run by them at this 
location. a To, re oe See | 


. Chief HAUKEDAHL said he accordingly contacted WILLIAM COVELLI — 
and JOHN RIZZO.inL—s—s—~—~—C] pres ENC’ on May 5, 1961, at which - 
. time both COVELLI and RIZZO denied emphatically that their: — : 
© gambling game held at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, was anything 
more than locally operatéd and was considered a “peanut opera- — 
tion" with RIZZO having but $1,000.00 available to back it up. ` 
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T RIZZO älso denied. that anyone else other than WILLIAM COVELLI 


had any "cut" in the game and said BUSTER BALESTRERE had been. 


brought: down from Milwaukeė, Wisconsin a couple. of times, Solely 
‘because: he was hard up and they gave him $15.00 a night to help 


out in the operation. According to Chief HAUKEDAHL, RIZZO 
stated petty gambling has been conducted by- him at this location 


“for nearly fourteen years and it was never meant to be shared i 
.'. with any outside gamblers and the rumors. that FRANK BALISTRIERI — 
.,. ‘of Milwaukee had an interest- or " piece" of the game were completely 
untrue. RIZZO. also denied knowing the identity of the man that 
- -cheld him up at his home on April 15, 1961, and also denied that 
© . he had informed the Racine Sheriff's Office Investigators that. 
a he was. ‘running; a crap game at Kenosha on Friday, and Sunday nights. | 


| | Chief HAUKEDAHL added. that WILLIAM COVELLI backed ul RIZZO! S 
© story and as a result of their ined remarks in- b7 
© formed Chief HAUKEDAHL that te, C | could not and would not a 
| force them out of their rent agreement W 
: inclined tO believe it was entirely a local game being operated. 


ith him. inasmuch as he was 


Chief HA UKEDAHL said he. informed both COVELLI and RIZZO that 
“their continued operation in the City of Kenosha was intolerable 
“to him and his department and they could expect the logical con- 

sequences of prosecution should they choose to çontinue their | 
| operations in the, city. . 


| o AT MITWAUKER, WISCONSIN 


On May 11) 1961, MI T-3 furnished SA (A) ALBERT G, MACDONALD 
oc the following list of toll calls made o > atl S 
eo ne F 


ipsceribed to b 








MI 92-164 


On May 11, 1961, MI T-3 made available the information that 
the identity of the subscribers to the Milwaukee listings 
set forth above are as follows: 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On May 15, 1961, MI T-4 made available the identities of the 


following subscribers at Kenosha, Wisconsin, whose numbers were 
set forth above: 
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CO -Tn | connection with another investigation, occasion was had: to ._ 
| identify Mrs. JOHN. CONLEY at: 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, Wis- _ 

- consin; subscriber to Kenosha, OLympic 4 “5036, and. the following 
9 results were obtained: ; 


| + ‘credit: Bureau of Kenosha, on May 10, i 
. 1961, advised the records of that concern reflect that a BIC 
` JOHN and JULIA CONLEY, 5314 25th Avenue, . Kenosha , had. been = 
-known since prior to October, 1940, with Mr. CONLEY's birthdate 
i listed as February 16, 1896, and he was formerly associated as 
ar partner at the Ruffalo Decorating’ Company Kenosha, for’ two, | 
years as a. painter and decorator. EE 


p that as ‘of. December 10, 1946, Mr. CONLEY 
listed a wife JULIA. and one dependent child- and as of October 
.. 8, 1956, listed only, his wife. as dependent with occupation’ again 
get forth as a painter. The CONLEYs were not general seekers - 
„x of credit and accordingly little information was had as to their. 
© ‘backgrounds. ` ‘stated in a report made April 20, 
1960, to the Credit Bureau of Milwaukee, Mrs. JOHN CONLEY was 9 bé | 
>o referred. to. as a.widow residing. at: 5500 22nd: Avenue, Kenosha, bre 
~. and being then over 60 years of age with nothing derogatory =~ ~~. 
_ 9 «known regarding her credit or character. SE 
vS that: JOHN CONLEY of 5500 22nd Avenue, ‘Kenosha, of a heart © 
o. attack on March 6, 1959, at the age of 63 years at Kenosha, and 
~-": “his parents. were identified. at the time of his death as being _ 
- ANTONIO and MAGGIE CONTI, both deceased, 


ol further stated that JULIA CONLEY isa sister to, 
‘the ‘mother Of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, Teer 36th Avenue, — pe 
oo , She further stated that A SES 





It: is. to. be noted in regard to- the: address of. Mrs. _ JULTA CONLEY - . 
„at 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, that this is located, but one block. 
_. from the 56th Street Cigar Store. location at 2207. 56th Street, 
““ Kenosha,. and it is therefore possible that her telephone is 
| being: used by, her “Rephew, WILLIAM “WEISER” COVELLI. : | 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please Refer to May 18 3 1961 
File No MI 92-164 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEER ING 


reference Report of SA [7] 
[st dated and captioned as above 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your ugency. 








b 


* 


a 
Report Form 


p FD-263 (5-12-55) | 
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DC 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





Reporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period 
MILWAUKER MILWUAUKEGE April sik 2-13-61 - 3-30-61 
TITLE OF CASE Report made by 
CHANGED 
BA SA 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka J. HEC ERES 
LaMont, John@Marino 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 


} a 
| \ 
* 
The title of this case is being marked "CHANGED" to reflect 





XS the additional name of JOHN MARINO used by Subject in pe 
| Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1957 a ding to information 
furnished at that time by Lt. fo oe the Police 
Department, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
PS REFERENCES 
j Report f| OO b Milwaukee dated 2/21/61. 
a Pp es 
LEADS 


E MILWAUKEE OFFICE 


: At Kenosha, and Racine, Wisconsin 


vehicles were observed night of 3/3/61 in vicinity of 22074 


50th Street, Kenosha: , AÀ 
ne 
h d LL l 
Approved À IL | F pe Do not write in spaces below , 


Copies madex</ 
“G-Burean (92-5012) (RM) 
8-Milwaukee (92-164) 


ep st stor 
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l1. Will further identify the following individuals whose i 
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2, Will through confidential informants and other investigative 


techniques, continue efforts to further penetrate Subject 
RIZZO's activities as they relate to gambling and racket 
operations in the Kenosha - Racine, Wisconsin area. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Tne following information based on review of the indices of 
the Milwaukee Office relating to JOHN RIZZO is being set forth 
in the eduinistrative section of this report as background 
information, the nature of which is either not clear in the 
files as to the identity of the source obtained from or to 
whom and the date furnished yet appears pertinent as to 
RIZZO's activities as a gambler in the Milwaukee Office 
Division: 


for the period of April through October 1954 


relating to ti ene investigative intelligence Pile, . 
© b6 


pavised taas Don (grovabiy[ a 
E Cigar store’, 2207 5Otn Street, 


Kenosha, Wis., vuperates a dice game every Friday nght 
starting at 11:00 PM and this game is "banked" by. 

JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 809 Kingston five, Racine, Wis., who 
is allegedly owner of the Tic Toc Club in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


A memorandum by SAL — < —ăć þ of Milwaukee, 
in July, 1945, in connection with case entitled f 
"Suspects suspected in connection with interstate shipment 
thefts" set forth the deta that the "OGDEN SOCIAL" group © 
in Milwaukee was suspected by the police department — 

of Milwaukee as being involved in various thefts around 
MiL e, Yis., and was believed headed by the 

mob Who are all believed members of 


~B- 
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this Ogden Social Group. Two other individuals in Racine 
were noted by the Milwaukee police to D Losely ti b6 
in with t z Le é E7 


Ly 
, and JOHN RIZZO, 





924 Park Ave., Racine, Wis. 


Tne General Investigative Intelligence file for 
the Milwaukee Office for the period of June 
through November, 1944, under caption of "Gambling" 
reflected the information that the Broadway 

Social Club, 432 North Broadway, Milwaukee, was 
operated by JOHN RIZZO, a known pimp and gambler 
and is a gambling establishment used as a bookie 
joint and operating dice and poker ganes., 


INFORMANTS 
identity Location 


is 
MI T-2 is (OT mL 


PCL 





MI 1-3 is m2); 
instant report 


MI T-4 is a F 
MI 94-26-1593 (2); 


MI 92-164-14 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

bé 
ed bc 
Date: April 12, 1901 
Field Office File No: Q2-1644 Bureau File No: 92.5012 
Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Characte: ANTI ~ RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: Additional background relating to Subject, JOHN CHARLES 
RIZZO's connections with racket and gambling activities 
in Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha, Wisconsin, including 
Long „established association had with FRANK BALISTRIERI 
of Milwaukee set forth. Informants advised RIZZO, under 
supervision BUSTER BALSSTRERE end STEVE DISALVO, operates 
"craps", gambling, game at 56th Street Cigar Store, 2207 
56th St., Kenosha on Friday and Sunday nights. BUSTER 
BALESTRERE of Milwaukee identified as obtaining 1961 
Ford, bearing 1961 Wis. license Y57-670 from Hertz Co., 
Milwaukee, for period 2/10-13/61. Informant MI T-3 
advised gambling situation in Kenosha "up in air" as 
result of armed holduo on 2/18/61 of "craps" game above 
Write Spot Tavern, Kenosha, in which $4500 was obtained 
by four men which was believed fingered by BALISTRISRI 
mob and brought about nucen publicity and local police 
presure resulting in all gambling being shut down for 
a short period of time. In addition, Sheriff's Office 
Kenoshe, cracked down on gambling by visiting four locations 
within the city of Kenosha on weekend 3/18/61 threatenins 
raids if gambling not stopped, resulting in friction 
arising wlth clty police over such action by the SO, however, 
despive these developments, RIZZO's game re-opened on 
"sneck" basis on Friday nignt, 3/24/01 and Sunday night, 
3/26/61. 


“Pe 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS BACKGROUND 
AG Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Records of the Milwaukee Police Department, there number 
42336 contain a photograph of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, dated 
September 30, 1943, in connection with a charge made of 
inmate of gambling house for which he paid $10.00 fine 
and costs on October 29, 1943 and was described as being 
then age 32 years, born NOvember 16, 1910 at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, white male, 5'9..", 171 pounds, build medium, 
nair chestnut and graying, eyes brown, comolexion dark, 
and assigned FPC 14 0 13 R 000 18. 

l 17 U ooo 17 


On December 14, 1953, a news clipping appearing in the 
Kenosha Evening News, a daily nespaper published at Kenosha, 
Wiseonsin, bearing caption "wo Fined On Gaming Charges" 
carried the story of a raid conducted by the Kenosha 

Police Department on Friday night of a phony cigar store 
cherging two individuals as operators, namely ANTHONY 

CONTI, age 36, Route ;4+ Box 77, and JEFFERY COVELLI, age 32, 
of 1713 27th Street, both Kenosha, Wisconsin. Amongst 
fourteen other men, named as booked as being inmates in this 
raid and appearing in Municipal Court at Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
was the name of JOHN RIZZO, age 43, of 809 Kingston Avenue, 
Racine, Wisconsin, who entered a plea of innocent. Bond 

of $500.00 was continued for hearing set on Januzry 4, 1954. 


On April 25, 1955, MI T-1 advisea sAL_——————sd| that 
JOHNNIE RIZZO, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, comes to Kenosha 
each weekend and banks a card and poker game at "Cookie's 
Place", 2208 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin. Informant 
advised that the games are large and one person recently 
dropoed $3,000. 


In March, 1957, Lieutenant |__} Police Department, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, advised that while he was conducting 


bn investigation ta ieoate one [for se a 
nad a Fugitive warrant, he learned on a tip that the Fugitive 


was probably located at 1240 North Astor Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and on arrival there found this to be a very 
a s s i R b Ja l aa 7 


t the time present, 









woe 





€ © be 
i b7 
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Lieutenant stated oo rat admission 
so a search Warrant was obtained an oreed entry made 
ae i 


into ti ime, it was learned the 























Licutenant 

later learned that a JOHN RIZZO o . Park 

Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, had an interest in this plush 

zg ing joint and that RIZZO used the aliase of 

and has police department, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
assigned to him and that this RIZ elative 


“5 fans 









Gn February 21, 1958, MI T-2, advised SA 

<jthat JOHNNIE RIZZO was among che associates of FRANK 

X BALISTRIZRI of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and that RIZZO operated 
`a gambling joint on the east side in Milwaukee and that 
FRANK BALISTRIERI use to send his girls over there for 
510,00 per night. Informant elso advised that RIZZO then 
was operating a gambling joint in Kenosha, Wisconsin, which 
is run benind a cigar counter and restaurant and the 
gambling game is run only on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nichts, with a split of 75% for RIZZO and 25% to the local 
operator of the cigar counter. Informent did not know 
the address of this gambling spot in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
but felt able to locate it. 







On Nareh 20, 1958, 
Street, milwaukee, Wisconsin, aavise 
ang RICHARD C. THOMPSON that JOHNNI RIZZO of Racine, 
Wisconsin, was o friend of TO E E = is a 
gambler but is not to be confusea with a of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 





Th 


On July 14, 1959, MI T-4, odvised SA JOHN H, GASSAWAY that 
JOHNNIE RIZZO of Kenosha, Wisconsin, controls gambling in 
that area. 


On March 16, 1950, MI T-4, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAVAY that 
in regard to FRANK BALISTRIGRI's operations, there Was 
supposedly a considerable amount of heat" on in Kenosha 

in regard to gambling and that JOHNNIE RIZZO is in cnarge 

of the gambling at Louis Greco's vlace in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


a 
a a 
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Informant added that until tiihgs clear up in Kenosha, 

“isconsin, canbling there is allegedly off linits and 
that inersbers of the Balstrieri organization, including 

BUSTER BALESTRERE hove rewained away from that area, 


On Jenuary 26, 1950, Mi T-3, advised sal 
that cne Bol istrieri gang Prom iitiwaukee, 
Wiecons.n, nad taken over Kenosha, Wisconsin, in so far 


as "erapos" gomes are concerned and has saueezed out most 

of the former local dice operators entirely. The 

pod scE ters operation sterted about one and ahalf years 
go, when one of their front sen from Racine, Wisconsin, 


D tne newe of JOHN CHARLES SIZZO pought out 
es the two boys, 










On February IH, 1961 , MI T-5, advised SA 
sil 


that the only possible connection between JOHN RIZZO and 
"BUSTER" BALESTRERE vould be that of gambling but that 
neither person nad muca money; sherefore, it would be 
or a minor nature. 


On February 13, 1961—15: 
Attorney's Office, Federal Building, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
advised that her records reflect that conplaint 3610 on JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO, the complaint beins for Transfering Counterfeit 
Ggsoline Couoons, wes Gismissed by the United States 
CoumissLoner on June 5,1944. 






On February 13, 1961, United 
States Secret Service, te exa ULLALNS, MLLWE ©, Wisconsin, 
sdyised her records reflect the followings: 


File J-9-30215 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, arraigned on June 5, 1944, and at 


diia 

















þé 
© © b7c 
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reliminary hearing before United States Commissioner, 
conplaint was dismissed because of lack 
ot evidence, the offense being Counterfeit C-2 gasoline 
ration coupon distribution. 
tated the files reflect a reference tol ë 
who was implicated in the case in that 
purchased the counterfeit coupons from RIZZO for 
resale. 
added the file reflects the following concerning 
RIZZO: 
Father-in-law CHARLES ZARNITI, Racine, Wisconsin 
Father VINCENT RIZZO 
Brothers TONY RIZZO 


MIKE RIZZO, Indianapolis, Indiana 
FRANK RIZZO, RAcine, Wisconsin 
1 RIZZO, Racine, Wisconsin 





Daughter age 12 in 1943 
Tries and 

Associates 

smo lLoyment J.I. Case Company, Racine, 


Wisconsin, 1922-30 Self Operated 
Pool Hall, 1336 State Street, 
Racine, Wisconsin 1936-38 
El Dumpo Tavern, 800 block North 
Avenue, Chicago, Tl1l. 1938-40 
as assistant manager 

Education North Racine Grade School, Sth 


f ono Leted 


Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce Credit Bureau records were re- 
viewed by a CE February 14, 1961 and 
failed to reflect a JOHN CHAKU:LS RIZZO. 


MI T-6, on March 4, 1961, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 

that FRANK BALISTRIERI is "backing" JOHN RIZZO in his 
gambling at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and that BUSTER BALSSTRERS 
and STEVE DiSALVO make trips to Kenosha on weekends to 
suoervise the gambling at RIZZO's place and to see tnat 
FRANK BALISTRIERI gets his “eut”. Informant added that 
RIZZO is strictly running a'eraps" game now with a 3500 
Limit and also takes horse race bets. Informant alleged 


~~ 
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that he understood that RIZZO has an arrangement with the 
Kenosha Police Department and he is only allowed to run 

the game a certain number of hours two days a week. Informant 
stated that RIZZO no longer has any horse line running 

into his gambling place. 


MI T-O further advised that an individual by the name 


n ER first name he believes is C 
who ves in Kenosha, Wisconsin, operates a poker game 
at a place approximately five blocks from the gambling 


place operated by JOHNNIE RIZZO, but he’has never been 
tof T place and does not know its exact location. 


HI T-6, also stated iat he has learned that the Antioch 

Illinois Gang has opened up garbling at a tavern in back bE 
of Fosslands, an eating place just across the Wisconsin line bic 
in Illinois on Highway I-94. .nformant stated that this place 

is running "craps" and card games and that horse race lines 

are run into the place. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


eR Sc a a ARP CDA IP SY 


On Friday, March 3, 1961, at 10:20 PM, SAS E 
| | and observed the 
oLLlLowing Listed TO es parked in the immediate 


area of the address of 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, commonly known as the "56th Street Cigar 
Store" which establishment from the front was unlighted: 


1961 Wisconsin License Registered to 
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Review _of the 1960 City of Kenosha Directory wirlecved 
that 
Wisconsin Was Listed as Captain of the Police Department, 
City of Kenosha. The on isting For 2 

was that of residence at 

employment not listed and wife identified as| =i 
employed by the Better Vending Service. 


MI T-L, on March 6, 19601, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAVAY 


a. 
Restaurant and Tavern located on the east side @ 

.S. Highway I-94, just over the Wisconsin-Tilinois 

ai ine in the State of Illinois and that this is 
f Antioch, Illinois 
for "eraps” games, poker games and a broadcasting service 
for horse racing. Informant added that JOHNNIE RIZZO 
closed up his dice gəwe at Kenosha on a temporary basis 
about February 17, 1961, due to presure put on him by 
the Police Department and the_owner of the Write ot 
T rn in Kenosha, which is 






(Ep. 










Tavern, wich the game being operated in rooms located 
above the tavern on the second floor. 


HI T-4, stated that the dice game held above the Write 
Soot Tavern was held up by four individuals who obtained 
eporoximetely $5,000 and blamed the Italian 
Organization as having arranged the holduo , in order 






to put him out of business as he was in direct coripetition 


with JOHNNIE RIZZO at the 56th Cigar Store location. 
Informant added that BALISTRIERI's Organization has 
discovered that and[_________]who were arrested 
by the Kenosha Police Department fæ the Milwaukee Police, 


in connection with marmed holdup of a tavern in hilwaukec, 


allegedly were behind the holdup of the Write Spot aice 
gane in Kenosha and that the identify of the other CWO 


participants in that holdup are also known to the Organization 


and that they intend to locate them to teach then a good 





Leggon and also to make them réurn the money that was taken 


in order .to snow Fo ro ent Kenosha Ghat F e Baliggpieris' 


lad nothing wnat v he planning of tha 


-= 





\ BALESTRERS, and STEVEQDLSALVO fingered pi 


\ 
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and robbery. Informant advised that as soon as the heat 
is off in Kenosha, JOHNNIE RIZZO will open up again with 
nis “craps” game at the 56th Street Cigar Store location 
and that BUSTER BALESTRIRA and STEVE DLISALVO are to 
supervise it. BILL COVELLI has an interest in tnat game 
and there is also a possibility that his brother may be 
likewise given an interest. 


On March 11, 1961, HI T-3, advised that four holdup men 
held up the "craps" game on the second floor of the 
Write Spot, 1213 55th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, which 


game is i ee Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. Informant stated thettnis robbery occurred 


on February 18, 1961, with a loss of approximately $4500 
including that taken from some ten vo twelve patrons 
between 1:00 AM and 2:00 AM in the morning. 


NI T-3 stated that the local Kenoshaxgamblers are fully 
convinced that the Balistrieri Boys, consisting of BUSTER ! 


i a 
wi 
af 


his job and hired some punks out of Milwaukee to pull it É 
peccuse of the opposition the Write Spot was giving to a 
the 56th Street Cigar Store “eraos"” game run by JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO, for the Balistrieris'. Informant stated 
cnet this holdup deoleted the funds of the banker at the 
"Inite Soot thus seriously handicaoping the gai 

and in addition focus the attention of the 
public and police authorities to the gambling situation 
in Kenosha making it to-hot at the present for anyone 
to operate and this includes the 56th Street Cigar Store 
mame at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, run by RIZZO. 
Informant also stated that the gambling situation in Kenosha 
orobably will not open on a very wide basis for sone tine 
to come as the Kenosha Police Department are really making 
4% rough with a full investigation being conducted as to 
cmnbling in Kenosha as a result of the publicity appearing 
in tne newspapers regarding this particular holdup. 


oe oa a 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, advised Sa 


tnat as a result of a telephone conversation nad on 
Wereh 20, 1961, with Thspec sor eit Department, 
kenosna, wisconsin, in which Inspector orotvested 


she action taken by the Sheriff's Office in detailing 

four deputies on the weekend of March 16, 1961, to personally 
visit the gambling sites Located at the Hoth Street Ciga 
Store, 2207 56th Street; the Kenosha Athletic Club ot 618 


57th Street; the Urite Snot Tavern at 1213 55th Street, 
second floor, and a gambling Location 


8- 
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at the Badger Hotel run eS Kenosha, all 
Located witnin wie eil ty Linilts of Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
MELT 
S 


» 

The purpose of these visits was to warn the 7 icinpents 

ut these various locetions that cll cawoling must o 

and in the event such action was not sapped , i edie. 

efforts would be taken by tne Sherift's Office to re ia 

ond padlock then. Sherirr HUGHIS advised tnat Inspector 
protestes were WEE because the Sheriff's Office 

conducted these visits within tne city limits whieh hed 

tne effect of putting the vol..ce deoartinent on the ee 

at a time when chier of police, STANLEY HAUSEDAHL wa 

out of tne city on vacation at Niani Beech, Florida. 


O 
c 
br 


Snerir? HUGHES added that the result of tis celephone 
conversation was the direct Lon of a letter addressed to 
bir, STANLEY HAUKEDANG, Chie L Police, Kenosna, 
Viscons in, attention Inspector, ang 
contained tne following Inrormation: 


Dear Sirs 


'Tn rerards to our onone conversavion, 2:30 Pia 
his date, I wish to inform you that I have been 
receiving a11 copetner tO nany anonyisous phone 
calls perte ining to gsarbling in the city ov Kenosha. 
It is certainly beconinr very annoying to both 
uyselr and ny Pa mily, and as you well know, ignorance 
of what is going on in the cit Cy or Kenosha is no 
EXCUSE poe che Sheriff, who is the chief lew enforcement 
oivicer oF Kenosha County. 


"I hope you will take care of this matter immediately 
GO that it will not be necessary for me to take 
further action. 


"Very truly yours, 


"/s/ Floyd J. Hughes, 
Sheeiri 


sherirf HUGHES added that in sddition to the four Locations 
wichin the city of Kenosha, he also and. a8 de 
the weekend of March Lo, 1961, also vis 
Located at the back or Red EE Tan 
n of i A, 


2 
on Higiway 2, located Nort che Wisconsin-Illinois State Line 


-9- 
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in Kenosha County and approximately sone 55 yards fron the 
Fossland's Service Station. Sheriff HUGHES added that 

the ose of the letter was to give Inspector [I 
e the Police Department, city of Kenosha, a written 
basis to take some direct action on he part of the city 
police in respect to the gambling locations within the 

city limits of the city of Kenosha. 





WI T-4, on Mareh 24, 1961, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 

that BUSTER BALESTRERE usually on trios outside of 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he uses a Hertz Rerfal car, as 

he nas Found that such an automobile is more difficult 

to trace and he fears law enforcenent obtaining his 

license number and thus know where he is going. BALSSTRERE 
personally owns a fairly new model autoniobile rake of 

which is not known, bearing 1961 Wisconsin license E21-157 
and that he lives at 1634 North Jackson Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, there he parks his automobile to the rear of 

that location. Informant added tnat JOHNNIZ RIZZO re-openeð 
his dibe gane in Kenosha at 2207 56th Street on the weekend 

of Moreh 17, I1, on belief the "heat" was off and that 
BUSTER DBALESTRERS and STEVE DiSALVO are seen in Kenosna 

on Friday and Sunday nights supervisii; this game. Informent 
added that the gambling joint located across the Illinois 
Wisconsin State Line in Illinois near U.S. Highway I-9l 

is actually the “old homestead” located across trom Fossiland's 
Restaurant and Service Station on Highway U.S. 41 and 

there all ges of gambling are being run and that all a 
person has to use əs a pass word is "I am from Milwaukee" 

to be admitted. of Antioen, Illinois, 
definitely has part or this samblinge operation with race 

wire service brougnt into the Location. 










mixed up as a result of 
of a gembling spot in the rear of 
on Highway 32 near the Wisconsin-Illinois State 
in the month of March 6 2 si 
time 





Red Leonsrd's Tavern 
Line, earlier 


























but Was practically 
creet Cigar Store crowd inasmuch as 
Within the city Limits of Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
wnilen e Lacter organizati sidered its territory. 
Infornent advised that former detective with 
the city police department, now 
County, Wisconsin, ror years has been close to 


Ww 























a10 

















MI 92-164 


MI T-3, stated that EL "beefed" to the city 
police departrient in Kenosha and threatened to expose 
all the gambling places operating in the city as these 
were being apparently permitted to operate while he 
wasn't allowed to do so. This was followed shortly 
thereafter by Sheriff FLOYD HUGHES ordering undersheriff 
and three deputies to personally visit the Write 
pov, the 56th Street Cigar Store, the Badger Hotel, 


eames ee: Club at 618 57th het | 
all in the city limits of Kenosha, Wie 


orders to shut down all gambling or raids would be conducted 
by tne Sheriff's Office. These visits were made on the 
weekend of Maren 18, 1961 and created much hard feelings 
between the Sheriff's Office and the city police department, 
nowever, despite these warnings the 56th Street Cisar Store 
still ran "craps" games on friday night, Mareh the 2th and 
Sunday night, March 26, 1961, on a "sneak" basis but that 
the other joints in the city limits of Kenosha, including 
the Write Spot closed down and did not re-open. 


KMI T-3 said that the possibility exists if police presure 
continues thatthe Balistrierl operation at 2207 56th Street, 
commonly known as the 56tn Street Cigar Store, Kenosha, 
might shut down, but really would only move elsewhere in 
the city and it is here that real trouble could come in 
Kenosna particularly if they attemoted to take over one 

a ot whee se 


i ts, Such as the Write Spot or even 
2t 618 57th S ta Kenosha, as 
onere 1s rea atre euvween cne 


other operators in the city or Ke 56th 
greet Cigar Store as they all blane for 

the present "heat" now going on in Kenosha as to gambling 

with the sheriff's office and city police all riled up. 












q my Y is 
Art_and Buff's Be Shop, 1321 63rd Street, Kenosha, 
of m A aT 


off in North Chica Tliinois, possibly through 
Informant also said 






who is contact. 
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Kenosha and that a a former runner for the 
West Side Italian crowd at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
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peponi investigation was condueted by sal 


| AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On March 9, . 1961, 
Hertz Company, 615 North 5th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
_ advised that the 1961 Wisconsin License Y57- 670 was for 
© . a.1961 Ford fordor, red and white 3 } _rented.6n- B 
- pebrusy 10, 1961 at 5:15 PM to a no address. E 


advised that the rental contr 7 3} indicated 
that the car was picked-up and. signed for py: a BUSTER 
BALESTRERE, ‘Wisconsin: Driver's Lines S LO41473,. which 





expires November 16, 1961. said that the invoice 
indicated that the mileage out was 231, in at 320, for a 
total of 89 miles and charges | of $2k, HO, The car was. - E 
returned to the Hertzzcor ebruary.13, 1961 at 1:24 
AM.. L ]said that was the rental =. 
clerk who prepared. the above mentioned ‘invoice. 





-- On March 9, 1961, | 
Hertz Company, advised- tnat she was on duty on Fe ri 


De 61 and that sometime late in the afternoon, 
_ telephoned. and said that’ he was sending, someone 
oo) OVER 


er to pick up:a car and that he would” stand good for . a 
the bill. She-.said that shortly after 5:00 PM an individual. 


who was unknown_to her came in and identified himself as — 
tne person who Pe featied about a car for. She © 
said that he produced a driver's license issued to a . 
BUSTER BALESTRERE, initialed collision insurance clause 
¥3B.B." and signed: the invoice BUSTER BALESTRERE, 
advised that she rememberéd this rental arrangement 
because of the fact that BALESTRERE's first name on his~.. - 
driver's license. was BUSTER. which seemed kind of unusual i 
to her as she always thought of this. name as a nickname: 
She said that she felt certain that she would be able 
to identify BALESTRERE if she would see him again. 


E advised that it was not unusual frl] 
| to call and. make ‘arrangements . for .someone else’ 
to pick up a car,- às. he had done this many times in the os 


past, although, she could not recall who the individuals” 
' were that had previously picked up cars for 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report of sal at 
[ + at Milwaukee on April 12, 1961 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, 
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TELETYPE 
Z Mr, Tratter oes 
f Mr. W.C. Sullivan § 
i Tele. Room. ; 
far. TUNA Mo | 
| Miss ieee | 
Fa V7/0 x 
6/1/61 4-49 PM DG A 
DIRECTOR, FBI /92-5012/ atmi oooO O ; b6 
u b7c 
FROM- SAC, alia /92-164/ 2 PAGES 3 i 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, AKA, AR. REBUCALL TODAY. MI FIVE THREE EIGHT-C Fe ij 
o ig? 
ON JAN, TWENTYSIX, NINETEEN SIXTY, IN CONNECTION WITH GENERAL a 
INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE, KENOSHA, WIS. AREA, MI FILE at 


NINE FOUR DASH TWO EIGHT, ADVISED Saf  ăć o ěăćë  ) |] 


IN THAT THE FRANK BALISTRIERI GANG FROM MILWAUKEE, P 

WIS. HAD DEFINITELY TAKEN OVER KENOSHA, WIS. INSOFAR AS 

CRAPS GAMES WERE CONCERNED AND ua SQ ERZED Q MOST OF mie 
Be REG. 0 G4 ~AblA- 

THE FORMER LOCAL CRAPS OPERATORS ENTIRELY. JOHN CHARLES+---) tm---— ena 

RIZZO, RACINE, WIS., WAS IDENTIFIED AS THE ONE ACTING EGRJUN 13 1861 


La PBS. he 
THE BALISTRIERI GANG WHICH TOOK NINETY PERCENT OF THE GAME: ii ecm 


WITH TEN PERCENT LEFT TO[ =| KENOSHA, WIS. IN f 


RELATION TO RACE-WIRE SERVICE, INFORMANT ADVISED KENOSHA 
GZINTA doi, THE SYNDICATE IN CHICAGO, ILLe, THROUGH 


4 


| l 











WAUKEGAN, ILL. TO BOTH MILWAUKEE AND KENOSHA, WIS. THE 
BALISTRIERI-S WERE INVOLVED IN THIS DEALING DIRECTLY WITH 


| |AND HAD A LINE INTO THE CIGAR STORE, THE 


FIFTYSIXTH ST. CIGAR STORE, TWO TWO ZERO SEVEN- FIFTYSIXTH 





STe, LOCATED NEXT TO GRECO-S RESTAURANT AT KENOSHA. INFORMANT 

ADDED THE BALISTRIERI-S TRIED TO INTERFERE WITH A, QUOTE, 

RIVAL, UNQUOTE, LINE HAD OUT OF WAUKEGAN, ILL. Tol | 

RESTAURANT, FIVE ONE SIX- FIFTYEIGHTH STe, KENOSHA, SERVING 

GAMBLERS NOT TIED IN WITH THE BALISTRIERI-S AND IT WAS 

NECESSARY For} [TO PERSONALLY VISIT THE BALISTRIERI-S 

IN MILWAUKEE TO ORDER THEM TO STOP PRESSURING THE LATTER GROUP. 

THE FOREGOING INFORMATION WAS DISSEMINATED BY sa| 0 

CHIEF OF POLICE STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, KENOSHA, WIS. AND SHERIFF 

FLOYD J, HUGHES, KENOSHA COUNTY, ON JAN. TWENTYSEVEN, NINETEEN 

SIXTY, AND TO crt] O DETECTIVE BUREAU, PD, 

KENOSHA, ON JAN, TWENTYEIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTY. 

GORR PAG Edo ETE NE“ 7-—“WORD..6--SHOULD "BE “HAD 
PACE-2-bENE—f——ORD7—-SHOUED=BE| | 

END PLS ACK Vf pe. al 

5-55 PM OK FBI WA WC pes 

tuU DISC 
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- Date: May 23, 1961 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


AIR MAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Sol 
DIRECTOR, FBI (92-6625 
SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) 


JOHN CHARLES Gazzo, aka 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Rerep sal O O o ěăěOé|Mlwaukee dated 5/18/61. 


There are being enclosed herewith for the Bureau an original and 
two copies of the informant evaluation memoranda to be attached 
to peferenced report at the Bureau. Two copies are also being 
enclosed for the Chicago Division to be attached to the two copies 
forwarded that Office. Milwaukee copies corrected. 








à By Bureau (92-5012) (Encs. 3) fRM-AM) 
2 = Chicago (Encs. fans eae Mail) 
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< FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Office -of Origin Date Investigative Period 


MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE 7/31/61 | 5/11/61-7/21/61 


ll 
JOHN CHARLESRIZZO, aka. sap i se 


CHARACTER OF CASE 











AR 
Í 
A | 
REFERENCE | 


Report of sat, Milwaukee, 5/18/61. , 


7 | 


yy 
~ LEADS b? . 
a MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


1. Will, through informants and available source urther 
iden 
Cenon ar e <n = aa on 
l, following radio and press release on 6/7/61 of 
RIZZO's gambling background and tie-in with FRANK mma nis | | 





of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. ll / | 
\: ./ Will likewise further identify] č č č | o | 
AAT] 
Approved ` < p5 A / gaara l Do not write in spaces below 
L Y r. 


Copies made ; 
M 3+ Bureau (92-5012)(RM)(AM) 
2 =- Milwaukee (92-164) 


| 3 DEPARTS 
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who is allegedly tied in with the New York syndicate, 
to determine whether involved in Subject's gambling 
operations at Kenosha. 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


1. Will, as set forth above in lead at Kenosha, similarly 
whether he is tied in w gambling an e extent of it. ,. 
BIC 
further identify o 
| ana ascertain extent of his tie-in on a gambling 
ook” with Subjeet RIZZO at Racine. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


l. Will, through Detective _| PD, Milwaukee, b 
ascertain identity and background data had on a Da Quista, ” 


first name unknown, alleged to be hoodlum 
and said to be an acquaintance of 
e Raine, and possibly 


2. Will, through informants and sources, ascertain the 


ersi BOO PACKE VOU Dad t nia Ca gin LJ 


weed FY 


who was alleged In July. 1901, 6 


o be frequently accompanying Subject RIZZO as al sisi 
and attempt to establish osition, if any, w 
the FRANK PETER BALISTRI -mob. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
bé 
b7C 
b7D 
who 
exhibite ougn 1959 .. . 


returns, the only ones that he has, and these reflect that ,-.. 
Subject lists his occupation as speculator, showing 


COVER PAGE 
2 Bick 
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social security number 391 22 9098 and his wife’ social 
security number as 389 16 782. 


As indicated above, he shows no source of incom except 
speculation and in each of these three years, l:st3 approxi- 


mately the same three amounts, that is, $4,700 mm» paid 
federal tax in the neighborhood of $550. 

INFORMANTS ote 
IDENTITY LOCATION 
MI T-1 is MI 92-164-~30 
MI T-2 is MI 92-164-41 
MI T-3 is MI 92-164-36 b7D 
MI T-4 is MI 14/92-164 
MI T-5 is Instant Report 

COVER PAGE 
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@irep STATES DEPARTMENT . PE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 
errot SA O o oroe MEENAUKER be 
Date: July 3 DIL 


Field Office File No: MI 92-164 


Title: 


Bureau File No: 92-5012 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: ANTI-~-RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: 


of Racine, Telephone tol 
4 set forth for period 
g continuing. 


Confidential informants advise RIZZO again operating gambling 
at Kenosha, Wis. with BUSTER BALESTRERE of Milwaukee, 

Wis., operating as "“stickman" in RIZZO's crap game. 

Gambling in Kenosha also reported as hurt by Antioch, 


Ill. gamblers operating in Illinois near Wisconsin-Illinois °° 
state line, south of Kenosha. 


Information also developed >. 
by Police Department, Racine, Wis. that RIZZO appar 


b7D 
f erating a "book" in that city, assisted b 






AVIRA 
- P- 


DETAILS: At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On May 11, 1961, MI T-1 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
Subject RIZZO is now operating again in his crap game at 
Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday and Sunday nights. MI T-1 
also stated there is no actual horse race wire coming into 
RIZZO's gambling establishment. Operators of the "book" 
run by RIZZO, make telephone calls to Chicago approximately 


one-half hour after a horse race ati then the results are 
given out over a small loud speaker system. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On May 26, 1961, MI T-3 advised SAs 


6 
and JAMES E. MC ARDLE that BUSTER BALESTRERE of Milwauke, 


Wisconsin, is a muscle and leg man for FRANK BALISTRIERI, 
the leader of the Balistrieri group of hoodlums in the 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin area. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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MI T-3 said that BUSTER BALESTRERE, as o present, 
is also operating as a "stickman” in the p game 
run by JOHN CHARLES RIZZO in Kenosha on-#riday and 


Sunday nights of each week, but that gambling in Kenosha 
is hard hit by the operation seven days a week of the 

Old Homestead by Antioch, Illinois gamblers, at a site 

in Illinois near the Wisconsin-~-Illinois state line just 
off U.S. Highway 41 and south of Kenosha, Wisconsin, which 
site is taking most of the gambling business away from the 
Kenosha area. 


MI T-3 added that there is not now and has not been 

for sometime, any so called wke service or anything 

akin to a wire service operating in the Kenosha area for 
anyone. MI T-3 stated that those individuals who are 
taking bets in the Kenosha, Wisconsin-Waukegan, Illinois 
area, are using a long distance telephone line on an 
individual call basis to make their contacts in either 
Chicago or Milwaukee as the case may be. Informant 
added that as far as known, the Milwaukee group, under 
the direction of FRANK BALISTRIERI, is getting their 
odds out of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


With reference to the wire service, which did operate 

into the 56th Street Cigar Store, for a matter of several 

months propor to J | - that this 

wire service was f Waukegan, 
Illinois, who undoubtedly had certain connections with the 


powers that be etting underworld in Chicago. MI 
T-3 stated that is no longer in any way associated 6 


with the Chicago organization and that the wire service bIC 
once into the Waukegan~-Kenosha area, has 

been and that the latter 
supplies much o e odds information being used by the 
Waukegan, Antioch and southern Wisconsin gambling, element. 


MI T-3 went on to date that in his opinion, there never 

was any deal whereby the Milwaukee group under BALISTRIERI, 
would be given any part of the Antioch, Illinois operation, 
which, incidentally, has been since closed and moved to the 
Wisconsin-Illinois line on the Illinois side at Old Homestead. 
Informant added that he seriously doubted that BALISTRIERI 

or anyone else, was using the gambling operation in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin to train people to operate in the Antioch, Illinois 
area. Informant added that most of the individuals operating 


ano ae 
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for BALISTRIERT and for anyone else in Illinois, would 
have been trained initially in Las Vegas or Reno, Nevada, 
where gambling is legitimate and experience is unlimited 
and that the training they would receive in either Las 
Vegas or Reno, would the kind of training that any kind 
of gambling operator would want a man to have prior to 
turning him over in any game in this part of the country, 
regardless of his size, where the action is illegal and 
conditions under which it is operated are difficult. 

In this connection, MI T-3 stated that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
is an old time Milwaukee gambler with considerable 
experience, and that BUSTER BALESTRERE has received 

very obviously training other than which he was afforded 
in the Kenosha area and is an accomplished "stickman" 

and one who knew the odds of the game and how best to 
handle himself under most circumstances. Informant said 
that BUSTER BALESTRERE's participation in the gambling 
activity operating under RIZZO, in Kenosha, that prior 

to the recent curtailment of activities in Kenosha gambling, 
BUSTER had been a doorman in the RIZZO game, but since 
there is little or no activity at this time, in Kenosha, 
due mostly to the operation of the Old Homestead in 
nearby Illinois, together with the "heat" brought on them 
by the press and police authorities, BALESTRERE has become 
at "stickman" in the game and is actually participating 
as such with RIZZO acting as supervisor of the overall 
operation and operating it for FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On June 15, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
on the weekend of June 9, 1961, Subject RIZZO_ran his 
gambling game in Kenosha, Wisconsin and that 

of Kenos a eopened on that weekend. T-2 also .. 
sald that ao 
the Old Homestead gambling p 3 S | C 
Wisconsin in Illinois off Highway 41, also reopened and 
has a "book" under Antioch, Illinois telephone number 296, 
and also has gambling in a tavern in Antioch, Iilinois, 
nag nit number 176, as well as a third site, location 
no own. 


On June 20, 1961, MI T-4 furnished SA (A) ALBERT G., 
| Ollowing list of 

subscribed to by 

covering e period o 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On June 22, 1961, a review of the city of Kenosha City 
Directory for 1961, containing a numerical listing of 
telephone numbers and the June, 1961 issue of the city 

of Kenosha telephone directory published by the Wisconsin 
Telephone Company, reflected the identities of the following 
subscribers at Kenosha, whose numbers were set forth 

aboves 


OLympic 7-6527 is listed to GRECO's Restaurant, 
2209 56th Street. 


Simic 42101 is sisted to [ 


OLympic 7-5121 is listed to Kenosha Evening News, 
715 58th Street, a daily newspaper published at Dé 
Kenosha, whose managing editor is F., LEE HANCOCK. Þ7C 


OLympic 4-2126 is listed to the Police Department, 
City of Kenosha, 804 56th Street. | 





OLympic 2-1390 is listed to WILLIAM}COVELLI, 7827 
36th Avenue. Kis Piss ea, A L. 


i fi , # 
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The following investigation_was conducted at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin by Special Agent| S| 


The Milwaukee telephone directory as of January, 1961, reflects 
that Milwaukee number Broadway 6-3090 was listed to 
JOHN B. SERIO, 521 East Lyon Street. 


The Milwaukee indices reflect that, as of June 6, 1958, this 
number was also listed to SERIO at the same address; and, on 
June 9, 1958, Special Agent LAURENCE J, GIUNTOLI obtained 
the following information regarding SERIO in connection with 
another investigation involving L___ an alleged 
gambler in the Cincinnati, Ohio area who had contacted the 
above-mentioned telephone number: 


E Bureau of Identification, Mil- 
waukee Police Department, advised their records do 


not contain any information E reese SERIO. 


The records of the Milwaukee! Credit Bureau, 611 
North Broadway, reflect that JOHN B. SERIO, age 


ie 5 ——_ ~ = 


employed for fourteen years as a tailor and has been 
employed for the Sprinkman Insulation Co. for over 
10 years. His wife has been employed by the Blue 
Star Knitting Co. for 25 years. The records contain 
no derogatory information. 


advised 
that J BAS s been in their employ since 
1949. He staxted as a laborer and gradually was 
promoted to position of general foreman. The 
employment records reflect that SERIO was born 
November 8, 1902, that he is married but Claims 
no dependents. His social security number is 
387-10-2533 and he is describe 6 : 240 lbs.; 
heavy build; dark brown hair. 
advisedthat SERIO is a very capable, honest and 
fine family man. He stated he entrusts him wi th 
numerous out-of-town jobs, and is particularly an 
expert on insulation work at breweries. 


The ourrent Milwaukee telephone directory reflects JOHN 
B. SERIO at the same address with Broadway 3-8390. 

e Milwaukee Association of Commerce Credit Bureau records, 
checked on June 9, hone E ERIR the following information 
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regarding JOHN BABE SERIO, 521 East Lyon Street, which in- 
formation is included in a Credit Bureau report dated 
October 21, 1959; 


SERIO, age_34 resided at 521 East Lyon Street with 
his wife, for the past 30 years; he rents. He 


is employed as a superintendent by Sprinkman and Son at 

$130 a week and has been so employed as of 1949. His wife 
has been employed at Blue Star Knitting Co. at $60 a week 

for the past 25 years. He has a savings account at the First 
Wisconsin National Bank and the above report was prepared for 
the Milwaukee Federal Savings and Loan Association. 


On the same date, _—__—___—  |Bureau of Identification, 
Milwaukee Police Department, checked her records and advised 
that JOHN B. SERIO, date of birth November 8, 1902, as of 
December 21, 1959 was fingerprinted for a police certificate 
to travel abroad. His certificate number is AG0006 and his 
fingerprint classification is 8 1 28 W 110 0 16, 

L 24 W WITT 


No other record was located inthe Milwaukee Police Department 
file, 


On June 22, 1961, an effort was made to interview SERIO, and 
his wife furnished the following information: 


He has been in a remote section of Mexico for his employer as 
a fidd superintendent for the past two years and was last home 
during Christmas week 1960. The only other occupant of the 
apartment is their 24 year old daughter, who is single and 
employed as a beauty operator at the Boston Store, | | 
[__aiselained any knowledge of the Subject, 

O e Cincinnati area, or gambling activities on the part 

of any member of her family. rp he Ee gare Wix 


he current Milwaukee telephone directory lists 
telephone =9993, 
his individual, as 


en e 
are the of the Milwaukee Police Department and the 
Milwaukee Association of Commerce Credit Bureau, checked on 
June 9, 1961. 









It appears that this is a fictitious listing, based on the 
following information: 


The current Milwaukee City Directory reflects, for that address, 
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al sid wifeL___] employed as helper at the Pressed 
Steel Tank Co. and an ANTHONY CEFAUL. Personal observation 


at this addr t inguiries in the neighborhood 
confirm that resides there but that 

is unknown, Milwaukee indices are negative as to 

Ld 


but the following information was obtained from Confiden- 
tial Informant T-5 on April 24, 1961. 


Informant said that an Italian by the name of _lassistea 
STEVE DI SALVO in running a gambling house operated on 

North Van Buren Street, across from Constantino's Tavern and 
that FRANK BALISTRIERI is interested in this place, Informant 
continued that the place books horse races, basketball, baseball 
and football games and that the unlisted number is BR 3-5553, 


Milwaukee indices reflect that ANTHONY CEFALU, who may be 

id FAUL listed above, has been described 
by as identical with “SHERIFF” CEFALU, 
who has been for a long time, and still is, an active figure 
in gambling circles in Milwaukee, STEVE DI SALVO is known 

to files of the Milwaukee Office as a trusted associate of 
FRANK BALISTRIERI, 


It is to be noted, however, that other information indicates 
that “SHERIFF" CEFALU, rather than having the given name of 
ANTHONY, has the given name of SAM, 


The records of Duna and Bradstreet, checked on June 13, 1961, 
show that Universal Underwriters, 231 West Wells, Milwaukee 

is a branch of an insurance management service, whose head- 
quarters are in Oak Park, Illinois. The company deals primarily 
with fraternal and commercial insurance agencies. 






On June 13, 1961, 
231 


a 
1961 and pa furnished the following information regarding the 
Subject: 


JOHN and JOSEPHINE RIZZO 
of Kingston Avenue, Racine zsconsin, insofar as 

RIZZO 
in a tax matter law suit instituted by the Internal Revenue 
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Service some time ago. More recently, lhas discontinued 
7 a byl] 





— said that he is not well acquainted with RIZZO and, 
while he has heard many statements to the effect that RIZZO 
is a gambler with hoodlum connections, he has no first hand 
knowledge of this and is completely at a loss in giving any 
assistance in efforts to substantiate these allegations. 
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At Racine, Wisconsin 


Sheriff RUDY SPIEKER, Racine County, Racine, on June 
21, 1961, advised his department on June 19, 1961, 
observed a late model Studebaker, bronze in color, 
pearing 1961 Wisconsin license W18-567, parked in the 
driveway of the residence of JOHN RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson 
Road, Racine. This vehicle was determined to be 
registered in the name of JOSEPHINE RIZZO, 1906 
Emmertson Road, Racine. 


Sheriff SPIEKER also said that on June 20, 1961, that 


department observed a 1960 or 1961 Buick. white in 

color, bearing 1961 Wisconsin license registered 
in the name of 

which was parke n e rieway. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On July 7, 1961, Deputy |__| Sheriff's 
Office, Kenosha County, Kenosha, advised he had learned 
ied _b 


that Subject RIZZO frequently 
identified as bein 
















Miene ma es alt mh NARA ein, A kiina 


On July 20 1961, MI T-3 advised SA] o i y ġOů 
hatl__. —— Imoved to theless 


V -3 stated z us iar no protes 
has come from the RIZZO crowd and that action on the 
Friday and Sturday nights, of the past two weekends on 
which opaated, has been very poor with 
few gamblers attending. Informant added that RIZZO, 
after several weeks of being shut down, operated on 
Friday and Sunday nights, July 14 and 16, 1961, with 
craps and poker, but had poor action both nights, due to 
lack of attendance, 


MI T-3 stated that Old Homestead closed for several 
weeks except for a "book" being operated there, using 


~- 9 - 
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FM radio broadcasting of the race results out of 

Chicago as a e According to informant, 
this book is of Antioch, 
Illinois and Old Homestead, located just south of 

the Illinois-Wisconsin state line in Illinos, off 

U.S. Highway 41, is being used merely as a parking 

area for the gamblers who are shuttled from that location 
to a spot at Grayslake, Illinois for all form of gambling 
action. Automobiles are not allowed at the gambling 
site, serving as protection to the gambler and the 

site itself, as it is difficult to know who left 

Old Homestead to participate in the action or remained 

at Old Homestead to watch the race results and drink 
beer. Informant advised that the site at Grayslake 

is not yet known and there is also supposed to be another 


site located at Channel E probably also 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


On July 21, 1961, ie ig) OERE Detective 
Bureau, Police Department, y of Racine, advised 

he and Detective|__ on orders of LEROY JENKINS, 
Chief of Police, conducted an investigation relating 

to gambling, to determine if any existed inthe City 

of Racine and if so, to what extent. The investigation 
covered a period of from June 13 to July 20, 1961 and 
resulted generally in the finding that there was no 
organized gambling as such in Racine itself, but that 
there were a number of gamblers identified as residing 
in Racine, who favored Kenosha, Wisconsin and possibly 
Old Homestead just across the Wisconsin-Illinois state 
line off Highway 41. Detective added that Subject 


RIZZO apparently is operating a ook” which extend to 
ne 
aeina- “andi aiian Ee Sa teat i r or le 


Club, 1210 State Street, Racine. Some questionable activity 
also is centered around the Club Douglas, 1201 Douglas 










undergoing 





investigation. 


SO. 
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Detective[ _jalso advised that information was 
developed but not verified, that a 

is alleged to have connections 
with the New dicate and is friend of a Milwaukee 
hoodlum named the latter of whom, together 
with of Racine, are known to Detective 

of the Police Free ae : of Milwauk 
anga a rriend also onl aged | OR) 
Detective 


stated that Information also came to their 
attention that l  ——s——————“‘;™CCSCdS ave” 
frequented race tracks together in Illinois. 


- 11% . 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Noo MI 92-164 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


bé 
Reference Report of sal ee EEE 
at Milwaukee, July 7 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

















OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
§010—104 


UNITED STATES GOMERNMENT è i 


Memoranaum 


v 


TO * DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) DATE? 8/31/61 
i ANY 5367 wrens (92-164 ) 
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JECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR bé 
PIC 


OO: MILWAUKEE 


Rereps SA Milwaukee 7/31/61 
and 8/31/61, latter of which is enclosed herewith, 
with three copies furnished. 


The referenced two reports will be transmitted to the 
USA, EDW, Milwaukee, Wis., within ten days of the date 
of this cover letter UACB. 
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AR 
TEREK 
REFERENCE 
Chicago letter_to Milwaukee 7/28/61 (IO) 
Report of SA Milwaukee 7/31/61 
ee 
LEADS 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
AT KENOSHA & RACINE, WISCONSIN 


Will continue through informants and logical sources to further 
identify associates of and extent of gambling activities on part 
of Subject RIZZO with particular emphasis on scope of his horse 
"book" operations and tie-in with the FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI 
mob of Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Peat 
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te 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
The Chicago Office on 7/28/61, nea o EE 
a Officers of the Dunlap Steel Co. 6 
NCe, cago, were not known to that office as being associates?’ 


or contacts of the known "hoodlum element” within the Chicago 

area; and, in addition, the Chicago Office indices failed to 

contain any information concerning the officers of the H.E. 

Mason & Co., Inc., Chicago, and no information is known to the 

Chicago Office that the officers of this latter corporation are assoch 
ated with or contacted by the “hoodlum element" in the Chicago area, 


INFORMANTS 
IDENTITY LOCATION 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


à FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Copy to: 
Report of: Office: | MILWAUKEE 
Date: 3L L 
Field Office File No.: MT 92-164. Bureau File No.: 92-5012 
Tite: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING 
Synopsis: Identity of two Chicago, Ill. contacts from RIZZO's 


residence at Racine, Wis. set forth. Confidential 
informants T-l and T-2 advise RIZZO continuing to 
operate at Kenosha, Wis. on Fridays and Sundays and 
believed running craps game there. Confidential in- 
formant T-3 believed RIZZO only operating a "book" 

on regular basis at Kenosha, Wis. Investigation con- 
tinuing. 


DETAILS: 
AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


The following were determined to be subscribers to the 
below listed telephone numbers contacted respectively 


on January 30, 1961 and April 10, 1961, from the residence 


of JOHN RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine, Wisconsin: 
Danube 6-6100 Dunlap Steel Corporation 2404 


D 


N 


South Canal Street, Chicago, Illinois 


Webster 9-3515 H.E. Mason and Company, 831 South 
Wabash Street, Chicago, Illinois 


DISSEMINATION RESTRICTED TO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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al bert i) Sa 
es ees ome Adams, CABO, | nois, made available 


to IC reports concerning the above-mentioned 
establishments, which reports are in part as follows: 


DUNLAP STEEL COMPANY, INCORPORATED 


Dun and Bradstreet report dated May 19, 1961, reflects this 
corporation was chartered under Illinois law on September 27, 
1957, and is engaged in the warehousing of steel with services 
to local firms in the steel industry. There are two employees 


at the premises, 2400 South Canal, The officers of this corpor- 
e reflected as 
with the rectors being e oiticers an 


o financial statement was available. The cor« 
poration 1s prompt paying and has satisfactory banking activities. 






HE, MASON AND COMPANY, INCORPORATED 


Dun and Bradstreet report dated October 24, 1960, reflects this 
pusiness was chartered under Illinois corporation laws on 

February 15, 1955, and is engaged in the manufacturing of club 

room equipment. This company is located at 831 South Wabash 

Avenue, 5th Floor, and the officers were reflected as| _—_ 
O_O | he 
directors ary: COmMNOSEq O e O©rricers o e corporavion. On 
October 24, 1960,| þonfirmed the officers and operation, but : 
declined a financial statement thereby making a financial evaluation 
of this company impossible. The present officers of this cor- 
poration purchased the business about February 15, 1957, from the | 


previous owner, DRAKE HARRINGTON. HARRINGTON allegedly began this 
business in 1919. 


This business is involved in the manufacture of various articles 
of club room equipment, dice, chips, roulette wheels, dice tables, 
and other allied items. The sales are nationwide to dealers, 
clubs, department stores and others with 99% of the sales for 
cash and the remainder on short-term credit. According to this 


report, there are over 200 accounts for this company which employs 
approximately 30 people. 


BOs 
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According to the Municipal Court records a suit against this 
company was filed on July 22, 1960, by Acadia Printing for 
6500.00, docket number being 60M~-119201. 


According to Dun and Bradstreet report dated March 17, 1961, 
financial details were again declined at that time. It was 
determined the aforementioned suit filed by Acadia Printing 
in July, 1960, was dismissed on August 1, 1960. 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On July 19, 1961, MI T-1 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY that he 
understands that Subject JOHNNY RIZZO is still operating his 
gambling game in Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday and Sunday nights. 


On July 19, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that JOHNNY 
RIZZO is still operating his gambling game at Kenosha, Wisconsin 
on Friday and Sunday nights, but BUSTER BALESTRERE and STEVE 

DI SALVO are not going to Kenosha to supervise the game as they 
feel law enforcement officers are keeping watch on the gambling 
Nlaces in Kenosha. Informant also stated he understands that 


On July 22, 1961, MI 
further regarding the 
Wisconsin that 


GASSAWAY when questioned 
ambling setup at Kenosha 













o oo: 


= Bel d 
J O 


— 


MI T-2 also stated that JOHN RIZZO was still operating his craps 
game in Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons 
and[ č |games are run on Friday and Saturday nights. 


zo 
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On August 13, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that he 
had learned BUSTER BALESTRERE on that date at about 12:30 PM 
was going to Kenosha to attend JOHNNY RIZZO's game there, T-2 
added this indicated to him that Subject RIZZO was still oper- 
ating his craps game in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


on August 29, 1961, NE T-3 advised A —  — —— 
that several inquiries had been made by the Informant an 

was determined that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO has not reopened his 

craps game at the 56th Street cigar store, Kenosha, on a 

regular basis since closing down as a result of the newspaper | 
publicity given to his gambling participation in the Kenosha ee 
area, but RIZZO has been running his horse "book" out of that °° 
location and as far as knom[__is the only regular 
operator of a craps game on Friday and Saturday nights at the 
Young Men's Athletic Club (YMAC) located on the second floor 

at 615 57th Street, in downtown Kenosha, across the street 

from the Kenosha National Bank Building. MI T-3 also stated it 
has not been learned how RIZZO obtains his horse race results 

for operation of his "book" at the 56th Street cigar store 
Location in Kenosha, but it is very likely he is utilizing 
telephone service at some nearby location. 
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Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


bé 
Reference Report of SAL ___ pc 
dated and captioned as above 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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| Report of SA fe], 38/31/61, Milwaukee. 
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LEADS 
CHICAGO DIVISION 


At Chicago, Tilinois 


l. Will identify subscriber to telephone GR. 2-6329, contacted 
from Subject's residence at 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine, Wisconsin, 


on 9/9/61. 


reliable contacts, ascertain if this subscriber has hoodlum 


2. Will, through informants, available sources, and existing 
contacts or is in fact a known hoodlum. DA 


At Waukegan, Illinois 


Special Agent 
In Charge 
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2 - Chicago (RM) 
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l. Will similarly identify, in manner set forth above, 

for lead at Chicago, the subscribers to telephones ON. 2-8165, 
contacted 9/7/61, and MA. 3-3431, contacted twice on 9/7/61, 
all from Subject's residence at Racine, Wisconsin. 


2. Will identify and obtain background on CLIFFORD HILL, 
age 58, of Trailer Park City, Waukegan, arrested as gambler 
at Kenosha, Wisconsin, on 9/0/61, by PD, Kenosha, and 
attempt to determine extent of his tie-in with hoodlum 
activities, if any, in that area. 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
At Kenosha and Racine, Wisconsin 
L. Will continue, through informants and logical sources, 
to daelop the current activities and associates of Subject 
RIZZO; the extent of RIZZ0's "book" operations in the south- 
eastern Wisconsin area; and, the gambling activities engaged in by 
Subject at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
2. Will identify and develop background data on b6 


a 0 enosna, wno were arreste 


n ra 
Kenosha, on the YMAC craps game operated by[ ~] 


| INFORMANTS 
SOURCE LOCATION 
MI T-2 is MI 92-164-56, 57, 58, 59, 60,61 
Instant report n 
MI T-3 is Instant report 


The information concerning toll calls of 
a a 
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Copy to: 


Report of: 


Date: 


@- STATES DEPARTMENT OF Bcc 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


reese ——_— Office: MILWAUKEE 
October š 


Field Office File Nos MI 92-164 Bureau File No: 92-5012 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


DETAILS: 







JOHN CHARLES: RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Confidential informants MI T-2 and MI T-3 advise that Subject 
RIZZO is again operating a "craps" game at Kenosha on weekends 
after having shut down for a period of time due to "heat" by 
law enforcement on gambling in general. Confidential informant 
MI T~3 stated RIZZO operating craps game since 9/0/61, on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights. PD, Kenosha, Wis., on 
early morning, 9/9/61, raided a craps game 

in the Young Men's Athletic Club, Kenosha, arresting 
and five other individuals as participating 
ng. entered plea nolo contendere, 9/21/61, 

in Municipal Court, Kenosha, and was fined $400 and costs or 
six months, and four. of the gamblers pled guilty on 9/25/61, 
and were fined $40 and costs or 20 days. The fifth gambler 
forfeited $25 bond by non-appearance on 9/18/61. Telephone 
toll listings on RIZZO's residence at Racine, Wis., set forth 
for period 6/14/61 to 9/10/61. Investigation continuing. 








= ps 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On August 30, dere. st SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
JOHN RIZZO and are still operating their gambling 
games in Kenosha, Wisconsin, but that BUSTER BALESTRERE has 
stopped going to Kenosha to supervise the RIZZO game, inasmuch 
as BUSTER feels that the "heat is on." Informant stated that 
BUSTER has not gone to RIZZO's game at Kenosha since Sunday 
afternoon, August 13, 1961. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 














MI 92-164 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


The Saturday issue of September 9, 1961, of the Kenosha 

News, a daily newspaper published at Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
carried the story that a gambling raid by the Kenosha 

Police Department was conducted at 1:15 AM on September 

9, 1961, netting the arrest of six men who had been in 

a dice game at the Young Men's Athletic Club, 616 57th 

Street, Kenosha. This article went on to state that ten 
officers conducted the raid on a search warrant issued 

by Mrs. VIVIAN NEWTON, Assistant District Attorney, Kenosha 
County, on late Friday. A 44 year old vending service 
operator was booked as the operator of the gambling establish- 
ment and booked as players in the craps game were a 26 year 
old carpet layer, a 58 year old, Waukegan Illinois food 
service clerk, a 50 year old cab driver, a 46 year dd butcher, 
and a 60 year old industrial plant employee, all of whom 

had been pointed out by the operator as the only five participating 
in the game. The gambling operator posted $25 bonds for 

each of the players, who were released. The operator 

was jailed until the mid-morning when he was released 

under $1000 bail bond. Warrants naming the men will be 

Sought Monday from the District Attorney's Office by the 
Police Department. 


The newspaper article continued that the operator had 
$3008.00 in his possession and after paying bonds for the 
five players, he gave $2500.00 to his attorney, MAURICE 
SCHMERLING. The newspaper release carried the story that 
Police Inspector LEO BUCHMANN said two cars carrying the 
ten officers and detectives, pulled up outside of the 
building at 1:15 AM on Saturday, September 9, 1961, and 
one car stopped in front on 57th Street, while the other 
covered the fire escape at the rear on 7th Avenue. Six 
officers entered the front door and an unlocked inner door 
and climbed the stairs, where they found the door at the 
top held shut with a plank on the inside. At the first 
signs of the raid, patrons starting streaming out the 

rear door, where four officers herded them back inside and 
then unlocked the front door to admit the other officers. 
The gamblers were found in the second room of the club, 
seated or standing around the large table in the room. 

The front room contained a pool table, The third room 
back held a large green felt-covered craps table, with piles 
of chips and cash at one end. The fourth room of the club 
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was a store room with two bottles of liquor, cigarettes, 

a large quantity of dice, decks of cards, chips and a 
micrometer for testing dice, The craps table was dismantled 
and carried to the police station, located three blocks 
away, by four officers. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On September 1 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that a gambling game in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, was just recently raided by Kenosha law enforcement 


authorities am that this raid caused JOHN CHARLES RIZZO's 
game, also in Kenosha, which is backed ey FRANK BALISTRIERTI, 


wd C 


‘Ss 


to shut down on the possible belief that might think 
that RIZZO or others had something to do w e raid and 
also put the heat on RIZZO's operation. 


On September 16, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSANWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO's game in Kenosha isstill closed up and 
that the Antioch, Illinois gambling operation, conducted 
formerly at Ole Homestead, is now operating full force 

at the farm house to which the Antioch crowd moved and the 
same Antioch, Illinois phone numbers are used at this farm 
location. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


The Monday, September 11, 1961, issue of the Kenosha News, 

a dally newspaper published at Kenosha, Wisconsin, contained 
the story that warrants were issued on September 11, 1961, 
naming the six men nabbed in the police raid of a dice game 
on early Saturday, September 9, 1961. HARRY SIEGAL, age 

Hi, of 7538 35th Avenue, was arrested as the keeper of a gambling 
house, located at the Young Men's Athletic Club, 616 57th 
‘Street, Kenosha. Named as participants in the game are 
JAMES R. SIEPLER, age 26, of 6122 49th Avenue; CLIFFORD 

HILL, age 58, of Trailer Park City, Waukegan, Illinois; 
JOSEPH MAZZEI, age 50, of 4108 Harding Road; EMIL CONFORTI, 
age 46, of 5224 25th Avenue; and SABRI SULIEMAN, age 60, 

of 1803 54th Street. Ten other men were released. Court 
appearances for all six have been set for September 14, 1961, 
Thursday at 9:30. SIEGAL wes released under $1000 bond at 
mid-morning on Saturday, September 9, 1961. The players 
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were released after the raid when SIEGAL posted $25 bonds 
for each from the $3008.00 he had in his possession. 
SIEGAL, the opertor, had been arrested on October 20, 1959, 
for gambling with cards at the Kenosha Billiards, 520 58th 
— Kenosha, and he forfeited a $10 bond for that 
offense, i 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On September 24, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAYAY 
that there are three cliques in Milwaukee of the Italian 
hoodlum element and that at the present time, the three 
cliques appear to be on the outs with each other and that 
one of these cliques is composed of FRANK BALISTRIERI, 
BUSTER BALESTRERE, STEVE DI SALVO, JOHNNY RIZZO, and BILL 
COVELLI of Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


On September 24, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHN RIZZO's craps game in Kenosha, Wisconsin, is 
stili closed. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


The Monday, September 25, 1961 issue of the Kenosha News, 

a daily newspaper published at Kenosha, Wisconsin, carried 
the story that four Kenoshans, arrested in the September 

9, 1961, police gambling raid at the es Men's Athletic 
Club, on September 25, 1961, were fined $40 and costs or 

20 days in the county jail, following appearance in the 
Municipal Court, Kenosha, Wisconsin. The fines were subtracted 
from individual $50 bonds posted by the men after the raid. 
The quartet pleaded guilty through an attorney to gambling 
charges, eliminating scheduled preliminary hearings set 

for October 30, 1961. The four were identified as EMIL 
CONFORTI; JOSEPH MAZZEI; JAMES SIEPLER; and SABRI SULIEMAN. 
The court further ordered a large table top covered with 
green felt cloth marked for a crap game, to be destroyed 
along with a croupier's rake, several aprons, and quantities 
of poker chips marked $5 and $25, playing cards and dice. 
This equipment had been confiscated by the police officers 
led by Inspector J. LEO BUCHMANN. A fifth man, booked 

as a gambler, CLIFFORD HILL, age 58, who lives in a Waukegan 
trailer park, forfeited a $25 bond in Municipal Court on 
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September 18, 1961. HARRY SIEGAL, age 44, of (538 35th Avenue, 
Kenosha, was errested as opertor of the crap game operation 

on September 21, 1961, paid a fine of $400 and casts in 
Municipal Court, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On October 2, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO had reopened his gambling game in Kenosha 
at the same spot and is operating on Friday nights and 
Sunday afternoons. Informant also alleged that 
[das also reopened and | x in Milwaukee 

S that the gambling raid on me by the 
Kenosha Police Department was a "“put-up job to make the 
police department look as if they were doing something. 
After learning this, JOHNNY RIZZO reopened his game as 
it was elosed due to the fact that RIZZO at first thought 
it was a legitimate raid and that[__|might blame 
RIZZO for this and thus furnish information that might 
result in a raid on RIZZO. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


ne i on October 2, 1961, advised 
that on Friday, September 8, 1961, after having received 
information ie ae conducting a craps geme 
at the Young Men's Athletic Club, located on the second 
t 616 57th Street, Kenosha, talked tol sd 
Assistant District Attorney, Kenosha County, and 
she Issued a search warrant, which enabled him, shortly 
after midnight, on September 9, 1961, to detail two squad 
ears of police officers and detectives to cover this location, 
with one car of men going to the front door and the other 
car going to the rear of the building, where there is located 
a fire escape and rear entrance. When officers approached 
from the front entrance on 57th Street, several patrons 
attempted to leave the Young Men's Athletic Club by the 
rear exit. They were met at the door by police officers 
standing on the fire escape and thus enabling the officers 
to enter into the building and the front entrance to 
the other officers. Inspector [Jaded that he was 
acting only on information that ere allegedly was a craps 











MI 92-164 


game in operation at this location, and did not have a witness 
to assist him in making any definite charges. However 
by 
and pointed several of the partici- 
pants out to e police, us enabling arrests to be made, 
as actually when the officers entered into the building, 
there was no craps geme in operation at the time. Inspector 
stated that this was no put-up job in the sense 
at he had obtained the search warrant and had told no one 
of the fact that he had had it, until shortly before the 


raid, when he selected two squads of officers and then personally 


conducted it himself. 


paged gt pc available the Police Department, 
City of Kenosha, arrest sheets relating to the following 
individuals: 


NOG 
— Arrest| | described as: _ 
Rac 


sex 
Age 
Born 
Place. 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 


Eyes 

Marital Status 
Complexion 
Descent 
Occupation 
Arrested 
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b6 
bTE 


rrest | residing at YY 
described as: 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Born 

Place 

Marital Status 
Complexion 
Oceupation 
Driver's License 


Arrested 


JOSEPH MAZZEI, Arrest #35361, of 4108 Harding Road, 
Kenosha, described as: 


Race 

sex 

Age 

Born 

Place 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 
Marital Status 
Social Security Number 
Driver's License 


Descent 
Arrested 


White 

Male 

50 

June 6, 1911 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 


5'8 


Ruddy 

Cab driver 

Married 

397 -09-9782 

Wisconsin 1961 Operator's 
License 212179 

Italian 

Posted $50 bond for 
appearance, Municipal Court, 
October 30, 1961, pled 
guilty on September 25, 1961, 
in Municipal Court, and was 
sentenced to fine of $40 and 
costs or 20 days. 
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escribed as: 


Race 
Sex 
Age 
Born 
Place 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 


Eyes 

Marital Status 
Complexion 

Occupation 

Social Security Number 
Arrested 








SABRI SULIEMAN, Arrest #35363, of 1803 54th Street, 


Kenosha, described as: 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Born 

Place 

Height 

Wekht 

Hair 

Eyes 

Build 

Marital Status 
Social Security Number 
Occupation 
Arrested 


White 
ale 

60 

April 5, 1901 

Albania 


Balding, gray 

Brown 

Medium 

Married 

396-01-2777 

American Motors Corporation 
1:15 AM, September 9, 1961, 
on charge of gambling and 
posted $50 bond on September ! 
12, 1961, and on September : 
25, 1961, entered a plea : 
of guilty and was fined | 
$40 and costs by Judge ZIEVERS, | 
Municipal Court, Kenosha. 














MI 92-164 


CLIFFORD HILL, Arrest #35360, 
Park City, Waukegan, Ilitpis, 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Born 

Place 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Occupation 


Eyes 

Marital Status 
Complexion 
Arrested 


bie a a j E i 


SULIEMAN, at the time he 
was arrested, had $262.65 
cash in his possession, 


of Trailer #41, Trailer 
described as: 


White 
Male 
8 


5 

November 11, 1902 
Chicago, Illipis 
Hrg 


170. 

Brown -gray 

Clerk at the North Shore 

Food Service Co., Waukegan 
Brown 

single 

Medium 

1:10 AM on September 9, 1961, 

on charge of gambling, posted 
$25 bond on September 12, 1961, 
which was forfeited before 
Judge ZIEVERS, Municipal 

Court, Kenosha, on September 
18,1961, through non-appearance 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Previous investigation has determined that telephone OLympic 
2-1390 is listed to WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 36th Avenue, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and tht this individual is identical 
with BILL “WEISER” COVELLI, who, according to MI T-3, 

has in interest in Subject RIZZO's gambling operations at 
the 56th Street cigar store, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


At liiiwaukee , Wisconsin 


On October 7, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
JOHNNY RIZZO and are still operating their 
gambling games in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and that BUSTER 
BALESTRERE has been down to Kenosha the past two Sundays 

to supervise RIZZO's game for FRANK BALISTRIERI. Informant 
also stated that the sheriff of Kenosha, Wisconsin, has a 
reputation with the aganization of being honest and for 
this reason the gamblers in the next election will endeavor 
to get him or any of his friends out of office. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On October 9, 1961, MI T-3 advised thet RIZZO's creps game 
at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, is again in operation and 
taking place on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights, whereas 
formerly it ran only on Friday and Sunday nights. Informant 
stated this game had been shut down for several weeks prior 
to Saturday, September 9, 1961, but reopened at about 12:01 
AM on September 9, 1961, shortly after the raid by the Kenosha 
Police Department ont deren game in the Young 
Men's Atheltic Club rooms at 616 57th Street, Kenosha, 

Located on the second floor of that address. 


Informant stated this raid by the Kenosha Police Department 
on games actually occurred at approximately 
11:00 Pi on September 8, 1961, and was conducted through 
into the morning when the participants of this game were 
booked at the police department between 1:15 and 1:30 AM 
on September 9, 1961. 


Informant stated that[ sid) and others are of the 
belief that this raid by the Kenosha Police Department 

was a "cover-up" job, instigated by the RIZZO crowd to draw 
the publicity away from their operation and make the pdlice 
department Look good in cracking down on gambling within 

in the city. Informant stated that this belief was based 


a: VOr 
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on the fact that the raid was strictly an "officer's arrest" 
and not based on any complaint to justify a search warrant 
and was engineered between Inspector f the bé 


Kenosha Police Department T b7C 
C e chiet or Police 
was conveniently away and out of the city. In furtherance 


thereof, according to the informant, the raid was actually 
made at 11:00 PM, September 8, 1961, and while officers 

were at the front door, which is protected by a double door, 
the inner one being of steel, two patrons went outthe back 
way, purposely leaving the metal door at that location for 
officers of the police department to enter. These two 

men were deliberately let go by the police officers at that 
Location, who made no effort to identify them, but did force 
some of the other patrons, also trying to leave by the back 
door, back into the building. Informant stated that he is 
attempting to obtain the identitles of these two particular 
men, as he has heard rumors that they now are allegedly working 
for RIZZO at his craps game on 57th Street in Kenosha. 


Informant also advised that 







b6 
leg C 
pD 


MI T-3 further stated i has definitely quit 
operating a craps game since the raid in Kenosha, and no 
effort is going to be made to reopen for a while in order 


to see how things are standing in Kenosha. The mestion of 
whether 






MI T-3 also advised that there is a craps game béng run 

in the old Labor Hall of Local 72, located across from, the 
Rambler plant on 60th Street in Kenosha, which is run strictly 
for the colored element. The identity of the operator of this 
establishment is not yet known, but an effort will be made 

to ascertain this information. MI T-3 also stated that RIZZO 
during the several week's lull up to September 9, 1961, 

when he was not running a craps game on 57th Street, and 

was Wing that site for the horse "book", that he has no 


communication set up there end still is "leying off" 
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in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and allegedly has a $5000 bank 
for this bookie operation. 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


Detectivel__| Detective Bureau, Police Department, 

City of Racine, on October 13, 1961, advised that he had 

occasion on September 21, 1961, at approximately 2:20 PM 

to cruise in front of the residence of JOHN RIZZO at 

1906 Emmertson Road, Racine, and at that time observed 

two automobiles parked in the garage of this residence and 

a third automobile parked on the driveway, which was described 

as a 1960 Buick ( white over green, bearin 

Wisconsin License which is listed to 

Detective 

also stated that on September 28, 1961, at 11:25 AM, while 

passing RIZZO's residence, he also observed that two cars 

were parked in the garage and a third automobile parked in 

the driveway, being a 4 Ford, ae in at bearin 
d 
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CHARACTERIZATION OF INFORMANTS 


MI T-2 is a Milwaukee hoodlum, who is closely associated 

with gamblers and other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, particu- 
larly those in the Italian-American element, and he is aware of 
their current illegal activities. He has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


MI T-3 is a source closely acquainted with the various 
members of the gambling element in Kenosha, Wisconsin for 
many years, and he has furnished reliable information in the 
past. 
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE 12/29/61 | 10/17-12/11/6l 
TITLE OF CASE AN REPORT MADE BY | TYPED BY 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka. SA | sem 
CHARACTER OF CASE 
J bé 
7 Yr AR lowe 
< REFERENCE 
Report of sa[ — | 10⁄%9%61, at Milwaukee. 
is 
LEADS 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


l. Will, at Wisconsin Telephone Co., Milwaukee, obtain toll 
call listings had on JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson 

Road, Racine, Wis., telephone #¥ MElrose 2-8753, for period 

of September 11 through December 10, 1961. G S 


At Kenosha and Racine, Wisconsin 


L. Will continue, through informants and logical sources, 
to develop current activities and associates of Subject 
RIZZO; the extent of RIZZO's "book" operations and gambling 
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activities in Kenosha engaged in by Subject. 


SOURCE 

MI T-1 is 
MI T-2 is 
MI T-3 is 


INFORMANTS 


COVER PAGE 
~ B* - 


LOCATION 
MI 92-164-70 
MI 92-164-67,68,69,74,75 & 76 


Si 
vd 
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Instant report 
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u® ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b6 
PIG 
Copy to: 
Report of SA Office: MILWAUKEE 
Date: December 3 
Field Office File No: MI 92-164 Bureau File No: 02-5012 


Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: ANTI }j?RACKETRERING 


synopsis Tnformants advised Subject RIZZO is still operating his 
craps game in Kenosha, Wis., on weekends and drawing some 
gamblers from Milwaukee, Wis., but that STEVE DI SALVO 
and BUSTER BALESTRERE are not attending. Background on 
and FRANK JAMES DE NICOLA, both of Milwaukee, 
se orth. nvestigation continuing. 


ae = 
DETAILS: At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On October 17, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO is still operating his craps game in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday nights and Surnby afternoons. 


On October 18, 1961, MI T-1 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that RIZZO operated a craps game at Kenosha on Sunday, 
October 15, 1961, attended by quite a few Milwaukee gamblers 
but that STEVE DI SALVO and BUSTER BALESTRERE did not 

show up. 


On October 25, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHN RIZZO definitely operated his craps game at 
Kenosha on Friday night, October 20, and also on Sunday 
afternoon, Octder 22, 1961. 


The following investigation was conducted by SA ALBERT B. 
KNICKREHM. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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He is described as follows: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 
Height 

Weight 


reside at 





t in regards 
ompanving Su 








associate of 
JOHNNY RIZZO and other gamblers in the Milwaukee-Kenosha 
area and sometimes in poker games and crap games is a 
"shill," but is not known to operate any gambling or 
bookie operations, but may pick up horse bets from his 
friends and place them with bookies whom he knows, as 

a favor. 


On October 31, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 

that RIZZO definitely operated his craps game at Kenosha 

on Friday night, October 27, but that STEVE DI SALVO 

and BUSTER BALESTRERE did not show up as both are said 

to be afraid of the "heat" from federal authorities possibly 
watching RIZZO's place. 


On November 22, 1961, MI T-3 advised SA 

that Subject RIZZO is operating regularly on Fridays, 

aturdays, and Sundays at the 56th Street Cigar Store location 

in Kenosha, Wisconsin, without any regard whatever to the 
Kenosha Police Department. Informant also stated that 
RIZZO recently remodeled his gambling place, installing 
air conditioning. Informant also stated a 
has been attempting to open a small craps game again on 
the second floor above the Rite-Spot Tavern in Kenosha for 
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operation on Friday and Saturday nights, but thus far 
the results have been without much success as to attrac- 
ting any patrons. 


On November 22, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO of Kenosha had remodeled his gambling 
place there and is operating a craps game there on Friday 
nights and Sunday afternoons and that is 
again running his gambling place in Kenosha on Friday 
nights and Saturdays. 


On December 2, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that in regard to FRANK BALISTRIERI, who makes trips 
quite often to some unknown point south of Milwaukee, 
that in the past BALISTRIERI used to meet JOHN RIZZ0 

in the vicinity of Racine, Wisconsin, at least three or 
four times a week and that it is possible he is still 
doing so. 


On December 11, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO is still operating wide open at Kenosha 
on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons and that qite a 
few gamblers from Milwaukee went down to Kenosha on 
Sunday, December 10, 1961, to gamble. 
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CHARACTERIZATION OF INFORMANTS 


MI T-1 is 
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TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka matl SF CASE sem 
AR 
p a 
REFERENCE 


A Chicago letter_to Milwaukee, 12/28/61, (IO). 
Report of SA Milwaukee, 12/29/61. 


De 
ENCLOSURE 
| To the Bureau: 
/ There are being enclosed herewith an original and one 


tions of informants utilized in this report. 
INFORMANTS 


Source Location 


MI T-2 is MI 92-164-80, 82, 86, 88 
b7D 
MI T-7 is MI 92-164-84 t 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
The information concerning toll calls of Subject RIZZO 
from September 11 through December 12, 1961, was furnished b7D 
by | | 


LEADS 
CHICAGO DIVISION 


At Chicago, Illinois 


l. Will identify subseriber to telephone FR. 2-3914, con- 
tacted from Subject's residence at 1906 Emmertson Road, 
Racine, Wis., on 9/27/61. 


2, Will, through informants, available sources, and 
existing reliable contacts, ascertain if this subscriber 


has hoodlum contacts or in fact, is a known hoodlum 
himself. 


. Will similari ng | A | | 
whose autom F inois 6 
License was observed parked in the area of A 


2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, the sight of 
Subject RIZZO's gambling establishment, on night of 
2/16/62. 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 

At Beloit, Wisconsin 
1. Will, through logical sources, discreetly identify 
| in effort to ascertain be 
employment an ackground an evermine whether he is bic 


known to be involved in or with gambling activities that 
area. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 
L. Will continue, through informants and logical sources, 
to develop current activities and associates of Subject 
RIZZO; the extent of RIZZ0's gambling activities and identity 
of any bettors participating in this operation, 
COVER PAGE 
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E a STATES DEPARTMENT OF p. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: lL - USA, Milwaukee 


Reals ASR nae! Ofic: MILWAUKEE e 
ait: February 27, o 


Field Office File No: yr 92-164 E E 





Ming; ‘JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: ANTI-RACKETEER ING 


Synopsis: 


Informat MI T-2 advises Subject RIZZO is still operating 
"craps" and poker games at Kenosha, Wis. Pot limit for 
"craps" is $100 and pot limit on poker is $500. MI T-2 
advises "cut" of $500 a month up to short time ago was 
paid off to PD, Kenosha. After deduction of operating 
expenses, profits are allegedly split on percentages with 


LOUIS GR2CO, WILLIAM COVELL Q Z220, and FRANK 
BALISTRIERI. Background on Chicago, 


Ill., set forth. Toll calls from Subject's residence | 
for period September 11 through December 12, 1961, obtained. p7p 
WILLIAM COVELLI, Kenosha, who assists RIZZO in latter's 

gambling o enosha,. © according to 
informant 







wh S 4 ASIA 


DETAILS: On December 16, 1961, MI T-2 advi% SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that JOHNNY RIZZO has an associate in his gambling games 
at Kenosha, Wisconsin in the person of WILLIAM (WEISER) 
COVELLI, who is in charge when RIZZO is absent. COVELLI 
has a 10% interest in the RIZZO operation at Kenosha. 


MI T-2 also advised that RIZZO is older than COVELLI 
md not in very good health. COVELLI also operates a 
"book" on horses and sporting events. RIZZO's place is 
operated on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons. 





MI T-2 stated that RIZZO's poker game now has a $500 pot 

Limit and the "craps" game has a $100 pot limit. In 

regards to "cuts" on profits from these games, the Kenosha 
DISSEMINATION RESTRICTED TÒ ju 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 1 Ie PPAR istioaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Police Department is paid off first and up to a short 
time ago, this payoff was $500 a month. The expense 
of help and operating expenses such as rent, utilities 
and food, are then @ducted from the money taken in. 

ne remainder is divided equally by percentages with 
>| (possibly identical wi 

sevting 

a guarantee of $50 a week or 5%, whichever is the larger. 
The rest of the profit is split between BILL COVELLI, 
JOHNNY RIZZO and FRANK BALISTRIERI. BALISTRIERI may get 
a larger percentage out of the profits than the others, 
but it is not believed more than 10% more, 


MI T-2 added that "WEISER" COVELLI is always there when 
the game is operated at RIZZO's. RIZZO is there æ the 
games when he is able and BUSTER BALESTRERE has not been 
going to Kenosha of late, due to the "heat" put on by 
federal authorities and local sheriff's office. 


MI T-2 also said that when the game is run, only one of 
three men ever is allowed to sit in the "box" at the game 
and these men are RIZZO, “WEISER” COVELLI and BUSTER 
BALESTRERE. The "box" is where one man can watch both 
tables, supervising same, and pays off on winnings and 
sees to it that losers to the "house" pay the correct 
amount of money. 


At Chiego, Illinois 
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Date December 28, 1961 


The above records are confidential and can be obtained ” az 
niy ArOuUucCi he issuance of a subpoena duces tecum di ted to by D 








Tu oe 
On ____12/18/61 a _ Chicago, Tilinois File #_ Chicago 92-980 
b6 
DC 
by ic fed Date dictated __ 12/21/61 —_— — 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On December_23, 1961, the Chicago Office advised Milwaukee 
concerning | | of Chicago, Illinois, as Be 
follows: b7C 


was interviewed by SAS RALPH R., HILL, JR. and 
on February 17, 1961, in connection 
with a trip to New York made by SAM "MOONEY" GIANCANA 
(Chicago top hoodlum) in October, 1960. 


[|] advised that on October 6, 1960, he registered 
into a suite of rooms in the Hampshire House, New York 
Cit and was accompanied by 

| E (1 Chicago saa SERIE — 
person was present whom he knew as a steel salesman from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and a friend of | l. 

He denied that GIANCANA was one of the occupants of this suite 
or that GIANCANA visited this party at any time. 


ro 
~I OF 
O 


According to the records of the Chicago Police Department 
as searched in April of 1958 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On December 30, 1961, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that ,. 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO andL_______]are still operating their pyc 
respective gambling places on weekends in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


In January, 1962, MI T-7 advised sa| |that 
JOHN RIZZO 
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MI T-7 
also said that every business venture BALISTRIERT 
touches goes sour and that the Kenosha, Wisconsin 
gambling income is the only thing that keeps him 
solvent. 
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a subpoena duces tecum directed to 
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p SA(A) ALBERT G, NACDONALD/kaJ 1/18/62 _ 


Date dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On February 13, 1962, a review of the Wisconsin Telephone 
Company, City of Kenosha, telephone directory for June, 
1961, revealed the following published telephone subscribers: 


br bales 2-1390 to WILLIAN COVERLI, 7827 ya] fiae(Ve3 
? = ee ie Saale ae! va Gd 
OLympic 7-6527 to Greco's Restaurant, 2209 oe a 
56th Street, Kenosha OKs OB! HOw 


It is i be noted that earlier in this report, Chicago, 


Illinois telephone number GRaceland 2-6329 is listed to P 
— T A b7C 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On January 25, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY 
that Subject RIZZO is still operating his gambling game 

in Kenosha, Wisconsin and that on Friday, January 26, 1962, 
several Milwaukee gamblers plan to meet at the Belmont 
Hotel, around 9:30 or 10:00 PM, and drive to Kenosha 
together for the game there. 


On February 8, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that WILLIAM COVELLI of Kenosha, who handles a gamblin 
ame there, with JOHN RIZZO, on 





At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On Friday, February 16, 1962, at 10:01 PM, ne | 
a ot amma ee the following °° 
automobiles parked in the area of 2207 56th Street, Dee 
Kenosha, commonly known as "the 56th Street cigar store," 


ae 
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which establishment disclosed no presence of light from 
the street and concerning which, could not be discreetly 
observed whether any activities were going on therein or 
not. A spot check of this establishment was continued 
until 12:45 AM, February 17, 1962, without anyone being 
observed entering or leaving that address, although 
during the entire period Greco's Restaurant, located 
next door at 2209 56th Strat, was open and attracted a 
considerable number of customers: 


1962 Wisconsin License Registered To 


ne Wega License 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT . on 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
February 27, 1962 





in Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Repet of aC ic 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. MI 92-164 February 27, 1962 





JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka. 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference is made to the report of a a 
» at Milwaukee, dated February 27, 1962 and captioned 


as above, wherein the following informants were used: 
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Chicago letter to Milwaukee, 3/30/62 (I0). 
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ENCLOSURES > 


To Bureau: There are being enclosed herewith an original 


and one copy of a letterhead memorandum re~ 
flecting the characterizations of informants 
utilized in this report. 
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MI 92-164 
INFORMANTS 
Identity Location 
MI T-2 ig MI 92-164-94, 104, 106 
MI T-3 is Instant report 
MI T-Y is MI 92~164-101 
MI T-8 is MI 92~164-96, 97, 103 


For_need of further security as the result of extensive use. 
of[ |in instant report, this info has been as- 
signed two T symbols therein, namely 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


The period of this report is extended to include investigation 
conducted by the Chicago Office on 1/12/62, results of which 
were not available for inclusion in referenced report. 


i of the Chicago Office were searched concerning pe 
and no information identifiable with[_]was 7. 
contained therein. No information_is known to the Chicago 
Office which would indicate le known to or con- 
nected with the hoodlum element in Chicago. 


LEADS 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Will continue, through informants and logical sources, to 
develop current activities and associates of Subject RIZZO; 


as Be ik 
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the extent of RIZZO's gambling activities and identity of 
any bettors participating in this operation, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION f 


L - USA, Milwaukee bé 
b7c 

SA ae Office: MILWAUKEE 

Apri 3 

MI 92-164 Bureau File No: 92-5012 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Informants, MI T-2, MI T-3, and T-8 advise Subject 
RIZZO continues to operate regularly at Kenosha, Wis, 
conducting "craps" and poker games three days a week 
there on Fridays, Saturdays and Sunday nights. Iden- 
tity of some of the Milwaukee gamblers and physical 
layout of RIZZO's gambling site set forth. Investiga- 
tion continuing, 


22. e 


At Waukegan, Tilinois 
On Janua 2, 1962, MI T-7 advised SA sid 


that 


telephone ONtarrow2-O105, is the]  —  — — —  — | 


_ t `p 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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„MI T-7 further advised on January 12, 1962 that_CLIFFORD 
HILL, who lives in a trailer in Park City, is a wetr known 
petty gambler and card dealer, He formerly worked at the 
old Vernon Country Club years ago at Deerfield, Illinois. 
He hangs out at the Paddock Club, Route 120 and Green Bay 
Road, Waukegan, and is an associate of [sig 

Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


Ide ication Officer, Waukegan Police 
Department, advised SA on January 22, 1962 from records 
that CLIFFORD HILL, FBI Number 1401562, Waukegan Police 
Department Number B-1860, date of birth November 11, 1902, 
Chicago, Illinois, was last arrested August 29, 1955 for 
reckless driving and was fined $75.00 and costs on September 
9, 1955. At that time he was residing at Gene and John's 
Motel, Park City, Illinois, with previous residence at 520 
Sth Street, Waukegan. These records reflected that HILL 
served one year at the State Reformatory, Pontiac, Illinois, 
on March 3, 1924 for contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor, On November 17, 1937 he was arrested by the Waukegan 
Police Department for burglary and was sentenced to thirty 
days in the Cook Gounty Jail, 


Credit Bureau of Waukegan - North Chicago, ad- 
Vise on January 22, 1962 that his records revealed ,;' 
that CL HILL, born November 11, 1902, Chicago, had been 


in the credit file since 1933 and as of February 15, 1960 was 
listed as employed at Central Smoke Shop, Waukegan, Illinois. 
it is noted that the Central Smoke Shop was formerly a hand- 
book operation which is now closed. The current address for 
HILL was shown as Gene and John's Motel and Trailer Park, 

Park City, Illinois, There are two open accounts for col- 
lection against HILL, one by Victory Memorial Hospital dated 
December 27, 1961 in the amount of $23.88, and the other, a 
men's clothing store in the amount of $7.92, since April, 1957. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
On February 19, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY 


that the following individuals from Milwaukee go regularly 
to RIZZO's gambling game at Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday 
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nights or Saturday afternoons: 
and possibly who for- 
merly was a regular patron o e gambling game at Homestead 


n Antioch, Illinois, Informant also advised that al] 
(phonetic) is a patron of RIZZO's at Kenosha also, 


On February 23, 1962, MI T-8 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that in respect to JOHNNY RIZZO's gambling site at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, located next door to Greco's Restaurant at 2209 
56th Street, informant stated that entrance to the gambling 
room was obtained by entering the public door to a vacant 
store at 2207 - 56th Street, through the room to a rear door, 
and thence to a hallway and to a room in the back on the 
same ground floor level, where the gambling took place. In- 
formant added that there was a door at the back corner of 
Greco's Restaurant which opened on the same hallway and gave 
access to the gambling room, Informant said that no lights 
would be observed from the outside on the street in front of 
the gambling site because of painted glass windows there, 
Informant advised that RIZZO has changed the layout of the 
gambling place and that the green cloths on the tables with 
numbers on them had been removed and chips were no longer 
being used in the blackjack game, but only money. He stated 
that this was for the purpose of being able to clear the 
place fast in the event of any raid. Informant advised that 
RIZZO is operating his gambling games on Saturdays as well 


as Friday nights, and_on Sundays, and that some of_the patrons 
nn ae were[ iene 


On March 12, 1962, MI T-8 advised SA GASSAWAY that JOHNNY 
RIZZO continues to operate his craps and blackjack games in 
Kenosha on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, and that the 
games run well unto 4:00 or 5:00 a.m, on Monday morning, 
RIZZO opens between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. on Sunday nights and 
later on in the evening on Friday evenings. Informant fur- 
ther advised that the Milwaukee gamblers who go to RIZZO's 
in Kenosha now meet at "The Talk of the Town” Tavern, 500 
block on Wells Street, Milwaukee, and that they meet there 
sometime after 8:30 p.m. up to 10:00 p.m. on Friday and on 


Saturday nights and_any time after 7:00 p.m. on Sundays. 
Informant said that[ —_-~] (phonetic) goes every 
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sunday and goes RIZZO's on Friday nights if he is 
not working with 
On March 18, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY that JOHNNY 


RIZZO 3 i operating wide open in Kenosha. Wisconsi 
and on 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


4 


On March 21, 1962, MI T-3 advised SA 

that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO is now operating his craps and card 
games at 2207 - 56th Street, Kenosha, regularly on Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday nights, aes WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI are always present at these games, Infor- 
mant stated he doubted that COVELLI has any real authority 

and that would be the one used to maintain order 


and probably admit recognized gamblers at the front door en- 
trance, 


At Chicago, Illinois 


On March 29, 1962 it was determined by SA 

that the City of Chicago Telephone Directory of the Illinois 
Telephone Company contained the listing of telephone number 
FRanklin 2-3914 to the Lumbermants Mutual and Casualty 
Company, Midwest Branch Office, No. 20 North Wacker Drive, 
Chicago, Illinois, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On March 30, 1962, MI T-8 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
JOHN RIZZO ig still operating his craps and blackjack poker 
game in Kenosha three days a week and that the gamblers from 
Milwaukee are still meeting at the "Talk of the Town" Tavern 
on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, .from where they drive to 
Kenosha. 


eT 
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On April 6, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY that RIZZO 

is continuing to operate his craps and blackjack games at 
Kenosha and that the games begin at 9:00 p.m. on Friday 

and Saturday nights and 44:00 Pem, on Sunday afternoons. 
Informant stated that the action is biggest from about 1:00 
a.m, to 3:00 a.m, in the mornings, Informant added that 
BILL COVELLI still carries a bankroll and supervises col- 
lections and payoffs and that JOHNNY RIZZO is there all of 
the time now. He stated that BUSTER BALESTRERE and STEVS 
DI SALVO are still getting a cut, part of which undoubtedly 
goes to FRANK BALISTRIERI, but they do not go to RIZZO!s 
games, Informant advised that in respect to the site where 
RIZZO maintains his gambling, there is a liquor store on 
one side and Greco's Restaurant on the other, The gambling 
site has the appearance of being an empty store with a 
large plate glass window painted green. Informant stated 
that when one enters the gambling place by a door into this 
empty store front and then walks down a hall, which is be- 
tween this store and the Grecots Restaurant, and goes then 
to a room directly in back of the empty store, where the 
action in respect to gambling goes on, and no lights can 
be seen from the outside front entrance of this gambling 
site, There is a door in the hallway that leads to Greco's 
Restaurant, but this door is not usually used by the gam- 
blers going to the game, but is available to use as an escape 
door in case of any raid, 


At Beloit, Wisconsin 


The following investigation was conducted by SA[ _—_ č ž |] 


© A 


On April 10, 1962 E Beloit Credit Bureau, 
poised that the records of that office reflect[ 


has resided in Beloit, Wisconsin for most of his 
life and that he has been known to the files of the Beloit 
Credit Bureau since prior to 1946; that he was originally a 
laborer at Beloit Iron Workers and has been a bottler with 
the Wright and Wagner Dairy, Beloit, Wisconsin, for over 
10 years, He has a good credit record and there was nothing 
in the file that would in any way reflect adversely upon 
his general character, 
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On April 10, 1962 Detective, Beloit Police be 
Department, advised that was not known to ee 
that department. He had no record with the Beloit Police . 


Department and he ‘had never heard of him in connection 
with any illegal activities, including gambling activities. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
April 30, 1962 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. MI 92-164 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 
b6 


Referençe Report of SA | BIC 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
File No MI 92-164 April 30, 1962 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, AKA 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 


erence is made to the report of a b6 
at Milwaukee dated April 30, 1962 and captioned ®°’S 
as above, wherein the following informants were used: 


ME T-8 is) S 
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TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
| `) SA eak 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka CHARACTER OF CASE 
bé 
. AR he 
ki 
REFERENCE 
Report of sa| |; 4/30/62, Milwaukee. 
a DP ss 
ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (2): Original and one copy of 
letterhead memorandum reflecting 
characterizations of informants 
utilized in this repory.} 
INFORMANTS 
Identity Location 
T-2 is MI 992-164-111 
b6 
T-3 is fnstant report 
r-ois[ [Por ma 92164-110 
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COPIES MADE: NY pa 
Ca an a ~ | T Z = REC- 61 
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LEAD 
MILWAUKEE ! 


At Kenosha, Wis. 





Will continue, through informants and logical 
sources, to develop current activities and associates of 
Subject and follow his gambling activities in the Kenosha, 
Wis. area. 
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é UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: lI =- USA » Milwaukee 

Report of sal d's: AUER S 
Date: 6/28/62 n 
Field Office File No: HI 92-164 Bureau File No: 92-5012 

Title: JOAN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING 

Synopsis: MI T-2 and HMI T~3 advise Subject continues to 


operate his "craps" gambling game at 2207 56th St., 
Kenosha, Wis., located next door to Greco's 
Restaurant. This gambling activity is conducted on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sunday nights on a regular 
basis and is attended by the same individuals from 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


M ET 


DETAILS: AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


bé 
On April 5, 1962 MI T-9 advised SA S 
that he was acquainted with RIZZO's gambling joint, Located nex 


door to Greco's Restaurant in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and there is 
craps gambling going on there each Friday night and Sundays, 
Informant stated that this site has two partitions through which 
one must pass to get to the craps game, and there was a back 
door which was barricaded and, in addition, a door which apparently 
led to Greco's Restaurant, which is also barricaded. Informant 
stated he believes there is another door, which possibly is 
connected with Geroimo's Liquor Tavern, located on the east 

side of the gambling site, and from which the gamblers buy 

dice and cards. Informant described the dice table as being 
about eight feet by sixteen feet in dimension and was usually 
lined with players. 


b6 
On April 10, 1962 MI T-9 advise that 9c 
he visited RIZZO's craps game on b7D 


where RIZZO was watching, and a BILL COVELLI was handling the 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ra 


money. There were about twenty men at the craps game, 

and there must have been $10,000 on the table in front of 
COVELLI. Informant stated that an unknown man was handling 
the dice, described as 50 years of age, small and wore 
glasses. Informant advised that this man would pick up 

the dice and throw them to phe player after they were picked 
up £rom the table. 


On Hay 13, 1982 HI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that RIZZO is still operating his gambling site in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, and ne has 
the same individuals patronizing the game from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Informant added that RIZZO and COVELLI are 
definitely supervising the game and are at the game all 
of the time, 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On June 15, 1962 MI T-3 advised SA 
that the "56th Street Cigar Store" at 2207 | 
56th Street, Kenosha, which is operated by JOHN RIZZO and 6 
attended by BILL "WEISER" COVELLI, together with a b7 
of Xenosha, is still operating as a craps 
gambling site on a regular basis on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights and apparently these operators have no fear 
of being shut down. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 663 
In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
File No92 -164 





June 28, 1262 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI~-RACKETEERING 


dated and captioned as above, a 


Milwaukee. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 











This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property | 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to Post Office Box 663 
File No.92 -164 Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


June 28, 1962 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANTI-RACKETEER ING 





MI T-3 is 






MI T-9 is 
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LEADS.: 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Will continue, through informants and logical sources, 
to develop current activities and associates of subject 
and follow his gambling activities in the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin area. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION a 
\ 
Copy to: l = USA, Milwaukee 
Report of SA e a e Offic: MILWAUKEE 
Date: Augus 3 LO 
Field Office File No.: MI 92~164 Bureau File No.: 92-5012 
Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: ANT I-RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: 
MI T-2 and MI T-3 advise RIZZO's craps and poker games 
Rigoni „to operate regularly on weekends at Kenosha, 


WiSconsin, MI T-2 also states "cut" of RIZZOts gambling 
i také af Kenosha; Wisconsin, is-taken weekly ro Bnauiee, 
Eor and given to BUSTER afGovena | and STE 


| Re SALVO. by either WILLIAM "WEISER/COVELLI or subject RIZZO. 
o 


S a Ps 
DETAILS: 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On July 23, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
subject JOHN RIZZO is still operating his craps game at 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, on Frida Saturday and Sunday, and 
a C- thn other Kaboa 
from the Milwaukee area still meet at the "Talk of the 


Town" tavern in Milwaukee, and drive to Kenosha for the 
gambling. 


Informant stated that BILL COVELLI makes weekly visits 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to give BUSTER BALESTRERE and 
STEVE DI SALVO their "cut" on the gambling at RIZZOs. 


AT oma WISCONS IN 


vised SA 
ee] has always 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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JOHNNY RIZZO's gambling site at 2207 56th Street, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, which is otherwise known as 
the "56th Street Cigar Store", 


also has been used as maintenance man at this 
ocation. 


Informant added that RIZZO is said t ousted [| 
from the 
sS handling a piece of 






game av Kenosha, an a 
the "bookie" business on his own, 


Informant also advised that "WEISER" COVELLI 
at the RIZZO gambling site, and that also a 


E has always been close to "WEISER", is 
also Said to be at this gambling site now. 


Informant stated that RIZZO is still operating on 
Friday through Sunday nights of each week on a steady 
basis, and apparently without fear of a raid. 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On August 1, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H, GASSAWAY that 
JOHNNY RIZZO is still operating his craps game at Kenosha 
on Friday through Sundays, and that RIZZO and COVELLI still 
furnish a "cut" of the profits to STEVE DI SALVO and 

BUSTER BALESTRERE. 


Informant added that for the past two weeks RIZZO himself 
has been bringing the money to these individuals in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 663 
In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


File No. 92ml 





August 14, 1962 


Title JOHN CHARIES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference 
Report of SA 


dated and captioned as above, at 
Milwaukee. 


ATl sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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“TITLE OF Case, = = OOOO O REPORT MADE: BY TYPED BY 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN — HIZZO, aka. 





AR 
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| REFERENCE 
Report of sat, Milwaukee, 8/14/62. 
= P m 
ENCLOSURES 


To Bureau ~- original and one copy of letterhead memorandum 
reflecting characterizations of informants 
utilized in this report. 


; SPECIAL AGENT 
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LEADS 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Will continue through informants and logical sources to 
develop current activities and associates of Subject 
RIZZO and follow his gambling activities in the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin area, 


INFORMANTS 
Identity Location 
MI T-2 is MI 92-164-120, 121, 122 
MI T-3 is Instant report 
~ BK m 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ” 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 1 - USA, Milwaukee 

Report of; SA ieee Office: MILWAUKEE pe 
Date: September 26, mus 
Field Office File No: MI 923~—164 Bureau File No: 92-5012 

Titles JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING 

Synopsis: MI T-2 and MI T-3 state that RIZZO's gambling site 


in Kenosha, Wisconsin continues to get big play on 
weekend nights for craps and poker. RIZZO alleged 
having a season box seat at Arlington Race Track, 
Chicago, Illinois, and on 8/22/62 was contacted 
there by STEVE DI SALVO and JOE GURERA, both of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


de: o ke 


DETAILS: At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On August 8, 1962 MI T~2 advised SA JOHN H, GASSAWAY 
that Subject RIZZO of Kenosha is still operating his 
craps game on Friday, Saturday and Sundays and does 
not seem to be worried about any raids. Informant 
said that RIZZO has a season box seat at the Arling- 
ton Race Track, Chicago, Illinois, and lets all of 
his hoodlum friends use it, especially STEVE DI SALVO, 
BUSTER BALESTRERE and JOE GURERA, 


On August 17, 1962, HI T-2 informed SA GASSAWAY that 
RIZZO is continuing to operate his craps game at 
Kenosha, Wisconsin on the weekend nights and has been 
making money in the past few weeks. 
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On August 23, 1962 HI T-2 informed SA GASSAWA 
was at the Arlington Race Track in Chicago on 





At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On September 6, 1962, MI T-3 advised i bé 
[ _] that conditions are unchanged at Kenosha wi b7C 
"WEISER" COVELLI still having a hand in JOHNNY RIZZO's 

craps and poker games on every weekend and that this gam- 

bling has continued to get a big play without interruption 


for the past six or seven months and that the local authori- 
ties make no effort to interfere. 
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LEADS 
MILWAUKEE 


At Kenosha, Wis. 


Will continue through informants and logical 
sources to develop current activities and associates of 
Subject and follow his gambling activities in the Kenosha, 
Wis. area. 


At Milwaukee, Wis. 


Will obtain telephone toll listings had on | 
telephone number listed to b 


mand 


D 


INFORMANTS 
Identity Location 
MI T-2 is MI 92-164-128,131 
bé 
MI T-3 is Instant report, b7c 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy-to: i - USA, Milwaukee 

Report of sal) Olie MILWAUKEE 

Date: NOV 2 6 1967 

Field Office File No: MI 92-164 l Bureau File No: 92-5012 

Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING 

Synopsis: MI T-2 advises RIZZO is still operating his "craps" 


and poker games at Kenosha, Wis. and has reopened 

a horse book in Racine, Wi MI T-3 stated that 
RIZZO and WILLIAM "WEISER VELLI are still together 
and operate their subline ‘from Friday night through 
sunday night and are doing very well financially. 

MI T-3 added that two BALISTRIERI men had been to 
Kenosha recently to put the "heat" on any other 
competitors with RIZZO's gambling operations. 


>p 
DETAILS: AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On September 21, 1962 NI T-2 advised SA JOUN H., 
GASSAWAY that Subject RIZZO has reopened a horse book in 
Racine, Wisconsin and has an individual operating the book 
for him. Informant also stated that RIZZO is still operating 
his craps game in Kenosha, Wisconsin and is not worried about 
any raids by the local police department. Informant did not 
know the telephone number or location of the "book" in Racine 
at this time, 


On September 29, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
that Subject RIZZO is operating his craps game in Kenosha 
and also booking from his gambling place in Kenosha, as well 
as running a book out of Racine, Wisconsin. Details regarding 
the book at Racine, however, were not available, 


On October 12, 1962 MI T-2 was recontacted by SA 
GASSAWAY, but no additional information was then available on 
Subject or his associate, BILL "WEISER" COVELLI, both of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, 
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AT KENOSHA, WISCONS In 


On November 16, 1952 HI T-3 advised SA[ | 
La that he had learned through his own sources 
nat Kenosaa is completely under the control of the BALISTRIERI 
group from Milwaukee, and that two BALISTRIERI men had 


recently been to Kenosha to put the "heat" on any competitors 
of RIAZO's craps operations there. 


MI T-3 advised that RIZZO and BILL "WEISER" 
COVELLI are still very active in craps and poker at 2207 
53th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin on Friday night, Saturday 
and Sunday and are doing very well financially, but no 
information was heard of their attempting to open any new 
place in Kenosha. In the informant's opinion, such a 
move would not be necessary. Informant said he has not 
heard that RIZZO has enlarged his “book” operation recently, 
but RIZZO always had a book operating on "large layoffs" 
from local gamblers in Kenosha but, if RIZZO is expanding 
in Racine, his logical associate would have benl 

as both are close friends. 


HI T-3 stated that [ __ _ __ — ——— | 
is definitely out of the picture at RIZZO's 


ng spot and is busted financially. Informant also 
said that the old time local gamblers and many tavern 
ovners in Kenosha are getting more bold from seeing so 
much wage money passing around by American Motors Corporation, 
plus the fact that nobody is bothering RIZZO's gambling 
operation. It may be for this reason that BALISTRIERI 
has sent some of his "tougns" down to Kenosha to put a 
stop to any growing competition with RIZZO's gambling 
games. 
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Reference Report of SAL) 
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Milwaukee. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
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utilized in this report. 


LEADS 


At Kenosha, Wis. 
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J (1) Will identify subscribers of telephone calls charged 
to Subject RIZZO as set forth in this report and conduct appropriate 


credit and criminal checks to ascertain background and to determine 
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whether involved in gambling activities. 


(2) Will continue through informants and logical 
sources to develop current activities and associates of 
Subject, the extent of his gambling activities and the 
identities of any bettors participating in these operations. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Period of this report is extended to include 
investigation conducted in November, 1962, results of which 
were not available for inclusion in rerep. 


In connection with mention set forth in this 
report of BILL COVELLI, aka "WEISER," or "WHEEZER,"” partner 
of Subject RIZZO in the latter's gambling operations at 
2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wis., it is to be noted 
COVELLI himself is subject of a current Milwaukee case 
entitled, "WILLIAM COVELLI, aka, IGA," MI 162-49, Bufile 
162-777. 


It is to be noted further that reference to the 
"BIERNAT" case relates to an investigation being conducted 
of case entitled, "ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, aka, MISSING 
PERSON - MURDER,” MI 79-56, Bufile 95-107526, wherein 
BIERNAT, who was a local juke box operator of only 
moderate means in Kenosha, Wis., was forcibly abducted 
at about 10:15 PM, 1/7/63, in Kenosha by three unidentified 
assailants. BIERNAT's body was subsequentiy found buried 
in lime in a shallow grave at the abandoned Bong AFB, 
Kenosha County, Wis., late evening of 1/28/63. Cause of 
death was attributed to at least three severe blows to the 
top back and right rear of BIERNAT's head, possibly occurring 
about midnight of 1/7/63 at the site where the body was 
found buried. 


Information regarding tele 
forth in this report and charged to 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA, Milwaukee 
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MI 92-164 Bureau File Nos 92-5012 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Results of telephone toll calis charged tol __] 
obtained. 


MI T-9, MI T-2 and MI T-3 
advised RIZZO is sti operating his gambling joint 
in Kenosha, Wis. MI T-2 stated RIZZO'*s customers 
in majority come from Milwaukee, and he could not 
operate profitably if it were not for the Milwaukee 
customers. MI T-3 stated RIZZO's craps game is 
regularly held on week-end nights, and gamblers 
from Illinois do not attend as they want no part of 
going into Wis. MI T-2 also stated RIZZO visited 
STEVE DE SALVO in Milwaukee during week of 12/24/62 
to get "okay" to take over Racine and Kenosha in 
regard to payoffs. Also, on 1/3/63 RIZZO, COVELLI 
and a man known as "AL" visited DE SALVO and JOE 
GURERA at Milwaukee for a new bank loan for their 
craps game, and this meeting may have also related 
to abduction of ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, juke box 
operator at Kenosha, on night of 1/7/63. MI T-2 
also said RIZZO ran his craps game at Kenosha on 
night of 1/11/63, and that RIZZO and COVELLI were 
in the juke box business together. 


- P - 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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T-9 advised SA [| 





AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 
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AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On December 7 
GASSAWAY that one 


62 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H, 
- Of Racine, Wisconsin, 
both TH Racine” and ~~ 


















T-2 said that 
through Subject RIZZO, who is one o 
to these three men. Informant added that 

also is the t 
in the same building where RIZZO operates his gambling 
establishment in Kenosha. Informant advised it is very 
possible also that[____— | may be taking horse bets and 
other sporting events bets and then laying them off with 
RIZZO inasmuch as[ |is such a close friend of the 
latter. 


On December 14, 1962 MI T~2 advised SA GASSAWAY 

that information had come to his attention one 
notirie e 
Miiwaukee crowd that he did not want any more Wisconsin 
gamblers coming to his ford maaan want any trouble 
with the FBI. T-2 said that gambling operations 
at the Old Homstead, just south of the Wisconsin-Illinois 
state line on U. S, Highway 41, hurt RIZZO a great deal 
as many of RIZZO's gambling customers went aoo j 
lace instead. Informant said that RIZZO put the_heat on 
hi ib Li 






ts business so much. 


On December 21, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
that RIZZO continues to operate his gambling joint 
regularly on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of each week, and 
agreat many of his gambling customers are from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Informant said that RIZZO could not operate 
profitably if it were not for these Milwaukee customers, 
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AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On December 31, 1962 MI T-3 advised SA[. |] 
that Subject RIZZO's craps and poker games 
are still operating regularly on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights. T-3 said that none of the gamblers who 
attend these sessions are from Illinois but are from 
Milwaukee and the southeastern Wisconsin area as the 
Illinois gamblers want no part of going into Wisconsin. 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On January 4, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAVAY that 
JOHN RIZZO, of Kenosha, contacted STEVE DE SALVO in 
Milwaukee during the week of December 24, 1962 in order to 
get an "okay" from the outfit to take over Racine and Kenosha 
for payoffs to the BALISTRIERI outfit. Informant said that 
RIZZO plans to lock up both towns as far as any payoffs 
are concerned. At present,[ si] of Kenosha, and 
a Negro gambler, who operates a poker game in Kenosha, 
allegedly are paying RIZZO approximately $0 to$%$35 a week. 
RIZZO was also alleged to have told STEVE DE SALVO and 
JOE GURERA that he had an alderman and assemblyman in 
Racine tied up and also the new Sheriff, who is to take 
over in Kenosha County. 





MI T-2 also said that on the night of January 3, 

1963 RIZZO, BILL COVELLI, his partner, and a man named 

who works at RIZZO's craps game in Kenosha, came 
to Milwaukee where they met STEVE DE SALVO and JOE GURERA 
at Gallagher'ts after the Harlem Globe Trotters basketball 
game in Milwaukee. Informant stated that on Sunday, 
December 30, 1962, RIZZO's craps game in Kenosha lost 
approximately $6,000, and it was for this reason that 
RIZZO and his partner came to Milwaukee to obtain a new 
"bank" loan from DE SALVO and GURERA so that they could 
operate. RIZZO was given the money by GURERA or DE SALVO 
but it actually came from FRANK BALISTRIERI although 
BALISTRIERI himself would have no direct connection with 
this operation despite his having a financial interest 
in it. 


MI T-2 said that, according to the talk,[ < |] 
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f Milwaukee, won over $3,000 at RIZZO's, [| | 
won over $1,800 and won $300 in 
the game on Sunday night, December 30, 1962. 


On January 11, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
that, in respect to the abduction of ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, 
of Kenosha, Wisconsin, on January 7, 1963, it was very 
possible BIERNAT was treading on BILL COVELLI's or FRANK 
BALISTRIERI's toes as both of these individuals are in 
the juke box business. Informant said that BILL COVELLI 
is a partner of RIZZO's in the latter's craps game in 
Kenosha, which also FRANK BALISTRIERI has an interest in 
and also may have an interest in COVELLI's juke box 
business. Inasmuch as RIZZO visited DE SALVO and JOE 
GURERA in Milwaukee during the week of December 24, 1962 
and again visited them on January 3 or 4, 1963 in Milwaukee, 
informant said it is very possible that, in addition to 
obtaining a bank loan for their craps game operation, 
their meeting also had something to do with the BIERNAT 
case. 


On January 13, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
information had been learned that JOHN RIZZO has a big 
piece of BILL COVELLI's juke box business and likewise 
also owns a big piece of a juke box business in Racine, 
Wisconsin. Informant also stated that evidently RIZZO 
and BILL COVELLI are not too concerned over the BIERNAT 
incident in Kenosha as they ran their craps game at 
Kenosha as usual, beginning on Friday night, January 11, 
1963, 


On January 18, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
that rumors have been heard to the effect that the 
Milwaukee outfit wanted to take over BIERNAT's juke box 
business in Kenosha, and that they were also planning 
to take over everything in Kenosha and Racine. In 
respect to the third individual who visited Milwauke 
with RIZZO and COVELLI on January 3 or 4, 1963 nanea | 
informant advised that this party works for RIZZO in the 
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craps game in Kenosha and is an Italian around 60 years of 
age, tall and thin, with grey hair and wears glasses. T-2 
added that JOHN RIZZO and BILL COVELLI have been in the 
juke box business allegedly for several years, and that 
they also have a big piece of import and export business 
with an individual by the last name of GEROLMO, of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 
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On January 25, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
hat no: oo long aro STEVE DE SALVO and JOE GURERA were 


nformant also stated that word has gone around in Milwaukee 
that RIZZO said he is going to have his craps game open in 
Kenosha on Friday, January 25, 1963. 


On January 29, 1963 Captain 
Milwaukee Police Department, advised SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM 
that he had a source who informed him that JOHN RIZZO had a pe 
big craps game in Kenosha on Saturday, January 26, 1963, b7c 
and that [dot Milwaukee, Wisconsin, won a large 
amount of money, an hat a captain of the Kenosha Police 
Department was in attendance at this game. 


zko aid —  — lalso stated he had learned that a 
—— F] ee 
[was extremely angered at ner Husband's 10SS 01 
over $3,000 at RIZZO's gambling joint in Kenosha and, in 
fact, had approached GRECO and RIZZO dire i tempt 
to redeem this money. He said that, when was b6 


unable to get anywhere with GRECO or RIZZO, she then went BIC 
to FRANK BALISTRIERI and attempted to redeem the 
from him. [  __s stated it was his opinion that 

was unsuccessful but her husband is a first cousin 


O K BALISTRIERI, and hj as changed from an 
Italian name to the name off 


On January 31, 1963 oa 
advised SAS RICHARD C. THOMPSON an ae 
° i that her husband used to go to Kenosha | 
every Friday and Saturday night to gamble at JOHN RIZZO's. 
She stated her husband's habit of gambling was like a 
disease, and at one time he lost a large amount of money, 
which sum she did not wish to disclose. She added that, 
when she heard of this loss, she went to Kenosha one 
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Saturday night and went to Greco's Restaurant. At this 
restaurant she talked to an old man whose last name was 

GRECO but whose first name she did not know. She advised 

she was told she could get in touch with JOHN RIZZO through 
GRECO and at first GRECO denied knowing RIZZO but, because 

of her persistence, GRECO finally left the restaurant and 
returned in a few_minutes in the company of JOHN RIZZO who 
talked to her. [statea she then told RIZZO 

that she would like to have the money back that her husband b6 
had lost, but RIZZO played it down and stated that her b7C 
husband actually did not 1 e amount he claimed 

but merely lost only $20. ee _ladvised that RIZZO 
refused to give her any money, and he stated he just ran a 
penny ante game and it was nothing big. She advised that 

RIZZO is a very convincing man and could convince someone 

black is white and white is black. She stated he also 

uses such phrases as "on my mother's grave" and "so God 

is my judge," indicating he is telling the truth. 


| advised that RIZZO was an experienced 
liar and state at this incident took place about August 

of 1962, and her husband has not been back to RIZZO's place 
Since that time. [aso refused to furnish the z 
identity of any other gamblers that attend RIZZO's gambling b 
operation in Xenosha, saying she did not care to end up 

in a cement grave. said that her husband's 


real first name is ast name is 
and that he is a 










She also advised that her husband 





is related to 


On February 1, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA ALBERT 
B. KNICKREHM that BILL COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO, of Kenosha, 
have been coming to Milwaukee almost every Tuesday to see 
STEVE DE SALVO or JOE GURERA. Informant advised that on 
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On February 3, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
information had been learned that ANTHONY BIERNAT, of 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, handled a book in Kenosha, and thus 
BIERNAT may have very possibly been shaken down by DE SALVO 
and JOE GURERA for weekly payments to the outfit for 
operating a book in Kenosha as informant had learned that 
some of the gamblers in Kenosha had been contacted by 
DE SALVO and GURERA for this purpose. 
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Date: 2/22/63 


| 

| 

. Transmit the following in sa a | 
| (Type in plain text or code) 





(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
PO oq ee ee Docena 
N To: Director, FBI (92-5012) 
From: SAC, Milwaukee (92-164) P 
Subject: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 


OO: Milwaukee 


ReBUairtel to Milwaukee, 2/13/63, captioned "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, 
aka, AR," BUfile 92-4690, requesting weekly summary airtel on 
captioned Subject, to be followed by initial report by 3/1/63. 








In connection with captioned matter, it is to be noted a current >s 


report was prepared and submitted to the Bureau 2/13/63 by bic 
sal] at Milwaukee, 


On 2/8/63,[_____—_—iiadvised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that Subject = __ 
RIZZO's gambling site at Kenosha, Wisconsin, was open on weekend 

of 1/26/63; but after a meeting was held by Chief of Police a 
STANLEY G. HAUKEDAHL with the various gamblers in Kenosha during 
that following week, RIZZO did not operate his gambling games 

on the weekend of 2/2/63. 


On 2/16/63, |advised SA GASSAWAY that RIZZO also did not 


nd, in addition, b7D 


Intensification of all phases of this investigation is being 
conducted with view to fully develop information regarding 
RIZZO's criminal activities and influence in the Racine~—Kenosha, 
Wise., area; and to further develop the extent to which RIZZO has 
encroached into other legitimate areas of business activity 

such as the jukebox and other coin Operated vending machine 
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MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE 2/28/63 2/6-18/63 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
SA jah 
j CHARACIER OF case, = 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
bé 


| AR Dac 





REFERENCE 
| Report of ee Milwaukee 2/13/63 
= Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 2/2 


re ces 
| | ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (2): 


Original and one copy of Letterhead Memorandum reflecting 
characterizations of informants utilized in this report, L 


LEADS 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
AT KENOSHA, WIS. 


le. Will in course of investigation, consider attempt to secure 
permission of RIZZO to take a Polygraph examination; and, attempt 

to develop areas wherein recommendation for a survey for institution 
of highly confidential sources may be made. 
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2e Will continue through informants and logical sources to 
develop current activities and associates of Subject, the 
extent of his gambling activities and the identities of any 
bettors participating in these Operations at Kenosha, Wis. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The Bureau by airtel to Milwaukee dated 2/13/63, captioned 
"JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka, AR", Bufile 92-4690, identified 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO of Kenosha, Wis, as one of several hood- 
lums on which the Milwaukee Office was directed to vigorously 
investigate, submitting weekly summary airtels and to submit 
a report to reach the Bureau by 3/1/63 and thereafter report 
on a 30 day basis without fail, 


INFORMANT 
IDENTITY LOCATION 
MI T-2 is | 92-164-161, 164 °” 


MI T-10 is 92-255-38 b6 
by request) b7 
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Copyto: L-USA, MILWAUKEE 


Revor ot: SAL Office: MILWAUKEE 
Date: 2/ 28 


Field Office File Nos MI 92-164 Bureau File No.: 92-5012 
Tile JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character: 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: 
MI T-10 advised 2/6/63 that continuous gambling games are 
run in Kenosha, Wis. by Subject RIZZO and BILL C 
bi es run on Wednesd and Sunday nights and 

of a key club 

where gambling is carried on, MI T-2 advised 2/8/63 that 
RIZZOts gambling game Operated on weekend of 1/26/63, but 
did not open on weekend of 2/2/63 as Chief of Police 
HAUKEDAHL in meeting with gamblers of Kenosha, Wis, prior 
to that date ordered gambling ended, T-2 also advised on 
2/16/63, that RIZZO 


DETAILS: 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 
On February 6, 1963, MI T-10 advised SA 
that he is certain something is wrong with the Kenosha 
Police Department, based mainly on the fact that gambling 
and prostitution are so flagrant and wide open. Informant 
Said for example he knows there are continuous gambling 
~igames run in Kenosha, Wisconsin by Subject RIZZO and_BILL 


COVELLI. at the place located next door to Greco*s Restaurant 


‘on 56th Street near 27th Avenue, Kenosha, He also said 
upstairs above DANTE*s Bar on 52nd Street, Kenosha was a 
gambling spot and at about 4:00 AM on the previous date of 


February 5, ther ame going on at 
Dante's which is d this is not a 
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its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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friendly type game, but a house game, ‘Informant added 
Wednesday and Sunday nights are when the big games re- 
portedly held in Kenosha, 


MI T-10 in regards to 





MI T-10 advised further that he personally knew STEVE DI SALVO 
and BUSTER BALESTRERE, approximately two or three years ago 
were close associates of FRANK BALISTRIERI and DI SALVO and 


SD 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On February 8, 1963, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY that 
information has circulated that ANTHONY J. BIERNAT of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, last summer in 1962 took bets and BIERNAT was con- 
sidered to be a bookie in Kenosha, but did not know the place 
from which BIERNAT was booking, Informant further advised 
JOHN RIZZO's gambling game was closed in Kenosha over the 
weekend of February 2, 1963, but had been opened on the weekend 
of January 26, 1963 and apparently the reported meeting by 
Chief of Police HAUKEDAHL with gamblers in Kenosha prior to 
February 2, 1963, wherein the chief ordered gambling ended 

in Kenosha was the reason that RIZZO had not opened,‘ 


On February 16, 18, 1963, MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY that 
RIZZO SUSEN definitely did not operate on that pyr 
weekend at Kenosha, sconsin as Chief of Police HAUKEDAHL 


in Kenosha told all of the gamblers to close and stay closed 
for the time being. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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February 28, 1963 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Ni Os 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report of SA[ ———]  » 
dated and Buc 
captioned as above, 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 








This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANTI-~RACKETEERING 
M -10 i 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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A Date: 3/1/63 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) l 
Viae a AIRMAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
ca E N i E E A TETE A EENE E EE E O SE PEE KERE E EE i EE EEEE 
To: Director, FBI (92-5012) 
From: SAC, Milwaukee (92-164) P 


Subject: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 


00: Milwaukee 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
ReMilwaukee airtel to Bureau 2/22/63, 


On 2/26/63, advised that Subject JOHN CHARLES RIZZO and 
BILL COVELLI of Kenosha, Wisc., visited Milwaukee on 








3) Bureau (AM) g” G4) ne; Dli LO 


2 Milwaukee 


WJH: bs B MAR 5 196 
(5) A 63 


pa p 
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AR 111863 


MA 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 3/8/63 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Vig _ ATRTEL AIR MAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
I sag aN hs Rate BE ee ee a Wee ee 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
From: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
Subject: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka, 
AR 


(S53 Bureau (92-5012) (AM bs Oy. 
G- ( (8 ) 102 





00: Milwaukee 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


~d OS 
O 


ar 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/1/63. 


On 3/7/63 ALBERT ALBANA, residing at 3029 = 52nd Street, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, and himself subject of Milwaukee case entitled 

"ALBERT ALBANA, aka., AR" Milwaukee File 92-316, was inter- 
viewed at Kenosha, Wisconsin by Bureau Agents and denied being 
involved in any way with the BIERNAT abduction and killing. He 
also denied knowing or recognizing the photographs of STEVE DE 
SALVO, JOE GURERA, FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI and 

ALBANA also denied visiting at Milwaukee, Wisconsin in December, | 
1962 or of having on January 4, 1963 in company with JOHN RIZZO d 
and WILLIAM COVELLI visited at BALISTRIERI's Gallagher's i | 
Restaurant and attended the Harlem Globetrotters basketball ~ 
exhibition that evening in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, ALBANA also 
refused to discuss the nature of his associations with either 
COVELLI or RIZZO at Kenosha and refused to divulge his income 
and earnings as well as the source thereof, He also refused 

to discuss his knowledge of the activities, legitimate or other- 
wise, of either COVELLI or RIZZO and refused to discuss the 


- Milwaukee (92-164 REC- 38 G2-So fos of 
| oo. al (| go MAR 132 1963 


erences i Pees 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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matter of gambling being conducted next door to Greco's Res- 
taurant in Kenosha, In respect to DOMINIC PRINCIPE, ALBANA 
said he considers himself to be a good friend of PRINCIPE's 
14, ALBANA 8a as been a couple oi weeks since he COn- 
tacted PRINCIPE and could not recall having visited him at the 
PRINCIPE home within any more recent date, ALBANA also re- 


fused to execute a waiver for a polygraph examination until 
such time as he could contact his lawyer. 


Approved; We —“‘i‘CS nt NN a OM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 3/15/63 
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Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT 
(Type in plain text or code) 
” AIRTEL AIR MAIL REGISTERED | 
1đ 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) l 
a i a ee EE ele soa 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) -P- 


SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES“RIZZO, aka 
AR 
OO: MILWAUKEE 
ReMI-airtel to Bureau 3/8/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 





On 2/25/63[  |advised subject RIZZO still not operating -p 
his gambling game at Kenosha, Wis., due to the “heat" from the 
BIERNAT murder and orders of Chief of Police ia of 
Kenosha. 





On 3/11/63 









p g 
small "craps" game being conducted in rear of Friendly Tzvern, 
6210 14th Ave., Kenosha, but this is allegedly only for 
colored element and West side Italian crowd is not involved. | 
Informant said he also learned that BILL "WEISER" COVELLI, es 
partner of RIZZO in latter's gambling operation, left Kenosha 
during middie of previous week and is said to have gone to Hot 
Springs, Ark. and RIZZO possibly also has gone to same place. / 
Informant advised he also learned that COVELLI has some spot 
on 27th Ave., Kenosha, exact address not yet learned, where he 
stores his cigarette machines and also has some juke boxes 





stored there as well n thi ’>nnection s noted b6 
COVELLI's alleged (sa resides »7¢ 
at j bw. 8 J 4 as ya j i Zz 2 


Spot checks of RIZZO's jes dence at 1906 Emmertson Rd., Racine, 
Wis., conducted by the PD, Racine, since 3/6/63, according to 
Chief LEROY JENKINS (NA), PD, Racine, have been negative for any 
activity or presence of cars other than the two belonging to 
the RIZZOs and both of these were spotted on driveway of 
residence on 3/12 and a BCAG h Moea was not seen. 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL AIR MAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) i 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
n SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) - P - 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
OO! Milwaukee 
a Re Milwaukee airtel, 3/15/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 

| Detective Special Detail, Racine PD, 
made pretext call on 3/13 Oo 

| Racine, W in, and asked for R F he state 


n 
she had heard T [the night before and they told 
her they were in Amarillo, Texas and leaving the following day 
for Las Vegas and that "BILL" COVELLI and his wife were with 
















them. She said had left Racine, Wisconsin be 
on about 3/10/63 and she was expecting them back in 10 or 12 bic 
days from ch would be approximately weekend of 3/25/63. 
Detective stated that might possibiy have 


"fPibbed” regardin 
likely that 


g 
city other than where ey were actually staying to avoid 
directly involving A 
On 3/18/63, þdvised he had heard tnat 

L? Milwaukee gambler, was down in Hot Springs, Ark. b6 
and supposed to meet JOHNNY RIZZO and BILL COVELLI there on b7C 
that day. They were planning to bet on a "fixed" horse race atb7D 
Oakland Park on 3/18/63. 


it would be more 





On 3/19/63, Agents of the Milwaukee Office observed 
RIZZO's two cars located in his closed garage at 1906 Emmertson 
Road, Racine County, Wisconsin. 
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Date: 3/29/63 


Transmit the following in —— ~ ARTEL — o 
(Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIR MAIL ! 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Sa ea a e a a e SAE a a Feel LIE aA eT OY BU i EEE ELE 
/ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) à 
SUBJECT: JOHN G 20, aka RE i p ld 
l AR $ VA 


OO: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel 3/22/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


on 3/22/63|____|stated that he heard that —] 
a Milwaukee gambler, did, in fact, meet WILLIAM "WEISER" 


COVELLI and JOHN RIZZ nd Park Race Track, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas on 3/18/63. also stated he had heard that bé 
COVELLI and RIZZO were in Los Angeles, California either before bic 
or after 3/18/63 where they contacted reportedly 670 
a hoodlum and night club operator of Encino, : oe a Los 


c4 uburb. Also while at[ | the met 

| and who are known Milwaukee gamblers who 

ye 7 A : 
T ree JN 





On 3/27/63] Kenosha, Wis., a business pe 
associate of ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT and victim of the case BIC 
entitled "ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, aka., MISSING PERSON - MURDER, 
BUfile 79-28647, MIfile 79-56," advised agents on 3/27/63 that 
he had heard that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO had 
gone to Hot Springs, Arkansas where they met a Milwaukee 
gambler whose name was unknown to COVELLI and RIZZO 
then went to Las Vegas, Nevada of | aioe that additiona 
information he had received more recently was that they were jJ 
still out of the state of Wisconsin. He advised that as of 
3/27/63 he did not know of their specific whereabouts. 
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On 3/28/63 
dvi k AR 


several weeks ago tha no longer saw JOHN RIZZO and 
that subsequently ey were on the trip together. In 
more recent times had heard that "WEISER" COVELLI, 
an resumed RIZZO, had gone to Los Angeles, California 


area to visit COVELLI's relatives whose true names are 
(phonetic) and that they are using the Anglicized version of the 
name (phonetic). 


Numerous contacts have been made by agents from 3/22 
through 3/28/63 with various sources for the purpose of developing 
further information pertaining to RIZZO, his background, and his 
different activities as well as his possible involvement in the 
abduction and slaying of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT, a Kenosha, Wis. juke 
box operator, but with negative results. 


With respect to apparent similarity of information 
furnished regarding WILLIAM “WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES 
RIZZO, the Bureau's attention is directed to the fact that these 
individuals are in business together, they are regularly in each 
other's social company, and accordingly information received is 
frequently applied equally to COVELLI and RIZZO. 


Approved; —— a Sent eM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 


WILLIAM "WEISER" GOVELLI and JOHN RIZ _Istate l 
that COVELLI and RIZZO have regularly 
and that when COVELLI went on his lengthy out-of-state trip 3 
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1. Will continue through informants and other logical . 
sources to develop additional information regarding current 
activities of Subject and his associates, and ascertain the 
extent, if any, of subject's gambling activities. 


2. Wili, during the course of investigation, determine propitious 
time to approach Subject regarding permission to give polygraph 
examination 

At Racine, Wisconsin 
1. Will maintain contact with the Special Detail, Racine Police 
Department, for information they have developed regarding 
any of RIZZO's contacts and activities in that area. 


2. Will endeavor to ascertain if RIZZO has attempted to expand 
or obtain a “cut” of any activity in the Racine area, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Will through informants and other logical sources attempt to 
develop additional information regarding RIZZO's current 
activities, his associates and the extent of the gambling 
in which he might be participating. 
INFORMANTS 


Identity 
MI T-2 is 


MI T-3 is 
b6 
equeste p7c 
` DD 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i - USA, Milwaukee 


aba — Offic: MILWAUKEE 
4/5/63 


MI 92-164 Bureau File No.: 92~5012 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


MI T-1 on 2/25/63, advised that as of that time 
WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO were still 
not operating their gambling game at Kenosha, Wis. 
due to "heat" following the abduction and murder 
of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT. On 2/26/63, RIZZO and 
COVELLI visited Milwaukee, Wis. and spent a good 
part of the evening with FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI, 


Milwaukee hoodlum COVELLI at tha ime, according 


+ in OLMA 


be 
lowe 


b7D 


ALBERT "CADILLAC AL" ALBANA, possible 


ee 
suspect in BIERNAT abduction and killing, denies 


knowledge of gambling game operated by COVELLI and 
RIZZO at Kenosha, Wis., or that ALBANA had been 

employed there. COVELLI and RIZZO and their wives 
left Kenosha, Wis. area approximately 3/10/63, for 


extended motor trip. They were reported to have gone 
to Hot Springs, Ark., Los Angeles, California area, 
as well as other possible places. COVELLI and RIZZO 


returned to Wisconsin approximately 3/28/63. 


= DP = 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date March 12, 1963 





Kenosha County Sheriff's 
ice, advised that; = =  fand| — č — —  |īInvesti- 
gators, Kenosha Coun pHEFiTE'’s Ortice,. on Fepruary 2. OG 
had intervieved 


a ae aes ULSA 
© |advised that on February 21, 1963, during the 


course of the interview had stated he knew "WEISER" | 

COVELLI to be a partner in a gambling establishment in Kenosha, be 
Wisconsin, with JOHN RIZZO of Racine and formerly of Milwaukee, n 
and that RIZZO was a very close friend a ANK BALISTRIERT o E 


y e AS ee es 


repeated that “WEISER” COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO were 
partners in a gambling establishment that had horse betting, bé 
crap games and poker games, and that this place was located on bic 
o6th Street and 22nd Avenue between Gerolmo's Wholesale House 7D 
and Greco's Restaurant on the south side of 56th Street. 








On — 3/5/63 at Kenosha, Wiscongin File # MY 92-164 ae 


by __ SA ef 3/8/63 


Date dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date March 14, 1963 


ALBERT ALBANA, also known as "Cadillac Al" was interviewed on 
March: 7, 1963 and was advised. that he did not have to make any 
statements, that any statements he made could be used against 
him in a court of law and that he had the right to consult an 
attorney... | 


ALBANA advised that he was born February 1, 1901 in New. York 
City and that he has been a resident of Kenosha, Wisconsin for 
about 46 years, having come to Kenosha from New York City. He 
advised that. with regard to his employment he had a fox and 
mink ranch in Benton Township, Illinois shortly after arriving. 
in Kenosha. He advised that when World War II started he was 
asked to work in a defense plant because of his age and he went 
to work at the Kaiser Shipyards, Swan Island, Portland, Oregon, 
where he was employed from about 1942 to 1944. He stated that 
he arrived back in Kenosha, Wisconsin in about 1944.and since 
that time has been employed at J. I. Case Company in Racine, 
Wisconsin, Nash, Kenosha, Wisconsin, and Simmons Mattress in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, He stated that because of his health he 
has had no employment for the past five or six years and that 
he lives off of his wife's income, adding that his wife works 
at American Motors, | . 


He stated that he was arrested in 1929 on.a bootlegging charge. 
and: was sentenced in Federal Court to serve a term of 13 months 
which he served at the House of Correction in Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin, He. advised that he has been arrested on- several 
other occasions but was not convicted. He declined to name 

the dates that he was arrested and also the charge for which 

he was arrested since he was not convicted of any of these 
charges. | T o a; 


He .advised that at the present time he is having marital dif- 
ficulty and that he only spends three or four nights a week at 
home. He stated that his marital difficulties stem from the 
fact that his present wife is going through her change of life 
and is very difficult to get along with, When asked where he 
was spending the remaining days of each week he declined to 
answer and when he was asked by the interviewing Agents if he 
was spending this time at Dante's Bar he stated "Well, if you 
know the answer, why did you ask." 











bé | 
l b7Cc 
P Date dictated 3/8/63 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


3 














MI 92-316 


-2- 


ALBANA was asked if it was true that he was employed by JOHN 
RIZZO who operates a gambling game next door to Greco's Reg- 
taurant. He said he was not so employed. When he was asked 
if it was true that he was employed as a doorman for RIZZO at 
RizZO's gambling game, he denied that he was so employed. 
When he was asked if he knew JOHN RIZZO he said he did and 
that he has known RIZZO for about five years. He stated that 
he knows RIZZO only from hanging around Greco's Restaurant 
and doesn't know what RIZZO does for a living. When he was 
asked if he knew that RIZZO ran a gambling game next door to 
Greco's Restaurant, he stated that we would have to ask RIZZO 
about that, adding that he doesn't delve into other people's 
personal business. 


When ALBANA was asked whether or Bot he knew DOMINIC PRINCIPE, 
he stated that PRINCIPE was a long-time friend of his and that 
he, ALBANA, was the godfather of PRINCIPE's youngest daughter, 
He stated that he has not seen PRINCIPE for about two weeks, 
adding that PRINCIPE, who is also known. to him as "Popeye," 

has a restaurant and apartment houses in Lake Zurich, Illinois 
and spends most of his time there, He stated that PRINCIPE 
comes into Kenosha only on weekends. When he was asked if he 
has been to PRINCIPE's home within the past few weeks he stated 
that he did not recall but added that he has been to PRINCIPE's 
home on at least one occasion since the beginning of the year. 
He advised that PRINCIPE does mot associate with the west side 
gang in Kenosha who all hang out at Greco's Restaurant from 
time to time, adding that PRINCIPE is busy with his business 

in Lake Zurich, Illinois and works om his home, which he is 
building in Kenosha, when he is in Kenosha on weekends, When 
asked if PRINCIPE had anything to do with the murder of ANTHONY 
BIERNAT he stated that he didn't know and added that he didn't 
think so, stating that PRINCIPE is not that type, OF n 
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, When ALBANA was. asked whether or not he knew WILLIAM WEISER 
JEOVELLE he stated that he has known COVELLI all of his tire” 
l'Ne stated that COVELLI is about 40 years old. When he wag Act iint 
asked whether he knew what type of work COVELLI was doing, he 
stated that he does not know what COVELLI does for a living, 
adding that we would have to ask COVELLI about that. When it 
wag pointed out to him that he claims to have known COVELLI 
all of COVELLI's life and that having known him that long it 
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was only logical that he should know what COVELLI does for a 
living, he stated that he doesn't delve into the personal 
business of his friends. When he was asked if he knew that ~ 
COVELLI was working at RIZZO's gambling game, he stated he 
did not know this. 


He advised that he has absolutely no business affiliation 
with either WILLIAM COVELLI or JOHN RIZZO, He denied that 
he sometimes travels with COVELLI and RIZZO and specifically 
denied having been in Milwaukee, Wisconsin the last week in 
. December of 1962 or the first week in January of 1963 with 
both RIZZO and COVELLI., When it was pointed out to him that 


b7D 





. he emphatically denied any sucen association, When he was 
asked if RIZZO and COVELLI were in Milwaukee the first week 
in January of 1963, he stated he did not know whether or not 
they were, adding that we would have to ask them. He advised 
that he never heard of Gallagher's Steak House in Milwaukee 
and also never heard of the Talk of the Town in Milwaukee. 
He stated that he could not even recall when he was in Mil- 

waukee the last time. 


He was shown photographs of the following individuals and 
denied knowing or seeing any of these individuals. He also 
denied having any association with any of these individuals: 


FRANK BALISTRIERI OE GUR 
STEVE DE SALVO 


w ASR poe H. 









ALBANA denied having any part in the abduction and murder of 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, He also denied having any knowledge of this 
crime. He advised that he had absolutely no idea who may have 
abducted and murdered BIERNAT nor did he have any idea as to 
why BIERNAT was killed, . He advised that he knew BIERNAT but 
‘did not know him well, adding that this was a terrible crime., 
When it was pointed out to ALBANA that we had information from 
various sources to the effect that he had participated in this 
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erime, he emphatically denied this, adding.that our informa- 
tion was incorrect. He advised that if we would check back 
through his past history we would find that he is not a violent 
man. When he was asked if he would agree to taking a poly- 
graph test he advised that he would have to consult his at= 
torney first. He added that after consulting. his. attorney he 
probably would agree to taking such a test. When he was asked 
to sign a waiver in preparation for taking a polygraph test 

he declined to do so, stating he wanted to consult his ate 
torney first, 


The following description was taken from interview and obser- 







vation: 

Name: ALBERT (no middle name) 

LBANA, also known as . 
3 Cadillac Ai" 

Sex? Male 

Race: White 

Birth Date: February—1;—1901 

Birth Place: New York City MN 

Height: go 

Weight: 190 lbs. 

Hairs Brown, graying, receding 

Eyes: Brown, wears glasses 

Sear: 1%" sear in hairline 


over left eyebrow 


[ (mot readily noticeable 


BE 


ee 





o 


Brothers & Sisters: None 
Parents: Deceased 
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On March 27, 1963, | Kenosha, Wisconsin, a business 
associate of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT, murder victim, advised Special °° 
Agent JOHN H., GASSAWAY he had heard that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI” © 
and JOHN RIZZO had gone to Hot Springs, Arkansas, ley 

met a Milwaukee gambler, whose name was unknown e 

COVELLI and RIZZO then went to Las Vegas, Nevada, 


On March 28, 1963 






-3 advised Special Agents 





According to MI T-3, is a personal friend of 
WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO, Informant advised that 
COVELLI and RIZZO and that 
when COVELLI went on his lengthy out-of-state trip several weeks 
ago, informant no longer saw JOHN RIZZO, and subsequently MI T-3 LTD 
heard they were on the trip together. MI T-3 stated that in more 
recent times she had heard that "WEISER" COVELLI (and he also 


presumed RIZZO) had gone to Los Angeles, California, to visit 
COVELLI's relatives, whose true name isla TE that they 


are using the Anglicized version of the name, (ph). 

On March 28, 1963, a spot check of " Z : at _ 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, by Special Agent disclosed” 
that COVELLI and arrived home at approximately 
10:22 PM in a white odge Dart. 


On March 29, 1963,[ CC‘ Kenosha 7 
Cou Lff' ice, made a pretext call to COVELLI's residence °° 
and advised him that "WEISER" was at the doctor's ~~ 
office and would not be home until late afternoon. 


O 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


Chief of Police LEROY JENKINS (NA) advised sA ë ž ]J»e 
i Bs March 15, 1963, that spot checks of RIZZO's residence at bic 
1906 Emmertson Road, Racine County, Wisconsin, conducted by the 
representatives of the Racine Police Department since March 10, 

1963, had been negative as to any activity or presence of cars 

other than the two belonging to the RIZZOs, and both of these 

were observed on the driveway of the residence on March 12 and 13, 
1963, although RIZZO himself was not seen. 


Detective Special Detail, i j nt, 
on Maréh 13, 1963, A ie 
Racine, Wisconsin, and asked for JOHN Riazo. pic 
stated she had heard tron o | the night before 
and they told her they were in Amarillo, Texas, and leaving the 
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following day for Las Vegas, A cs and that BILL COVELLI and 


re with the RIZZOs. i e a. 
had left Racine, Wisconsin, on March 10 » an 
at she was expecting them back in ten or twelve days from 


March 13, 1963, which would be approximately the week end of 
March 25, 1963. 


mE OS 


O 


On March 19, 1963, Agents of the Milwaukee Division observed 
RIZZO's two cars located in his closed garage at 1906 Emmertson 
Road, Racine County, Wisconsin, but RIZZO or other members of 
his family were not observed. 


On March 29, 1963, Chief of Police LEROY JENKINS, Racine Police bE 
Department, advised Special Agent m that b7C 
members of his department had maintained a "spot check” on the 
residence of JOHN RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine County, 

but had observed no activity on the part of RIZZO or his wife 

up to March 29, 1963. On that date both of RIZZO's cars had 


been moved, indicating probable return of Subject JOHN RIZZO 
from his trip with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI. 


rh) a Detail, Racine Police Department: >. 
on March 29, advised that contacts "made by him that date 
developed information that JOHN RIZZO and his wife had returned 


to their residence in Racine County following their trip with 
WILLIAM COVELLI and his wife. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Confidential Informant MI T-1 on February 25, 1963, advised 
Special Agent JOHN H. GASSAWAY that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 

and JOHN RIZZO are still not operating their gambling game 

at Kenosha, Wisconsin, due to the "heat" following the ANTHONY J. 
BIERNAT abduction and murder at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and also 

in accordance with orders of Chief of Police STANLEY HAUKEDAHL. 


On February 26, :1963, MI T-2 advised Special Agent 
| that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO an 
had it 





MI T-1 on March 11, 196 i ecial Agent JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that he had endeavored OVELLI or AL ALBANA at LTD 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and learned only that they were out of town 
and not available. 
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MI T-1 stated that a pretext contact at the residence of JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO, Racine County, Wisconsin, had elicited information 
that RIZZO and his wife were traveling with Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM 
COVELLI and that they were due to arrive in Las Vegas on or 

about March 15, 1963, and would be back in Wisconsin approximately 
March 22, 1963. 


MI T-1 on March 18, 1963, advised Special Agent JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
chit be bad heard inaa is e eng 

down in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and was supposed to meet JOHN RIZZO 
and BILL COVELLI there on that date. They were planning to bet 


on a "fixed" horse race at Oakland Park on March 18, 1963. 


On March 22, 1963, MI T-1 advised Special Agent JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
he had heard that e a Milwaukee gambler, did in fact 
meet WILLIAM COVE an at the Oakland Park Race Track, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, on March 18, 1963. MI T-1 said he had 
also heard that COVELLI and RIZZO were in Los a 
before or after March 18, 1963, where they contacted 
reportedly a hoodlum and night club operator at Encino, California, 
a Los Angeles suburb. Also, while COVELLI and RIZZO were at — 

they met and who are known 
Milwaukee gamblers and were also visiting 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
April 5, 1963 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
Me No MI 92-164 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


b6 
Reference Report of SA E b7C 
Milwaukee, dated and captioned as 


above. 





All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 








This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
your agency. 


It is the property 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 














In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. wr 92.164 





vi@ep STATES DEPARTMENT o@usrice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
April 5, 1963 


Re: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


The following is a 


characterization of informants used 
in the report of SA| SSS | éMilwaukee, 
dated and captioned as above: 


MI T-I is 


MI T-2 is 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 


Date: 4/5/63 
AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 
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Transmit the following in 





Via AIRMAIL l 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
E E E E E ee ee Tae oe ee 
TO: Director, FBI (92-5012) 
From: e SAC, af] (92-164) P 
Subject: a CHARLE IZZO, aka 


OO: Milwaukee 
, |Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/29/63. 





WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
On 3/29/63, ‘COP LEROY JENKINS, Racine, Wisconsin, PD, advised 


3 
Sa [=| that members of his department had main- 
tained a "spot chec on the residence of JOHN RIZZO, 1906 
Emmertson Rd., Racine County, but had observed no activity on 
the part of RIZZO or his wife up to 3/29/63, On that date both 


of RIZZO's cars had been moved, indicating probable return of 
RIZZO from his trip with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, 


ww OY 
a. 


On 3/29/63, Detective| | Special Detail, Racine PD, 
advised that contacts made by him that date developed information 
that RIZZO and his wife had returned to their residence in Racine 
County following their trip with WILLIAM COVELLI and his wife, 


| ss on 4/1/63, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that he had heard 
nothing further regarding current activities or plans "to operate 
a gambling game" on the part of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN 
RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisc. 


On 4/5/63, i I lar Detail, Racine PD, 
advised that spot checks of RI4ZZO"'s residence, Racine County, 
have indicated that since the "heat" in Kenosha cause by the 


ANTHONY BIERNAT abduction and slaying and the slaying by 
CH the past Week, 





RIZZO appears to have remained around his home. 
RIZZO was observed, working in his yard on 4/3/63. 
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MI 92-164 


Contacts with various sources of information during past week have 
failed to develop any indication that RIZZO has been active in 
past week or that he has made any plans for any gambling operation. 


Approved; ————————— -a a SENİ aM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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AIRTEL . 
say 
To: SAC, Uilvaulee (02-164) 


Tron; Dircetor, IBI (825012) 2/7 


JOIN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 
oO: HI 


| Reuraivtol 4-15-63, and roBuairieol 2-15-83, cap~ 
tioned, "Joseph Crank Gurera, aka.s, AR," your tile 92-257. 


The Beroau desires continuinc investicative attentien 
be afforded captioned natter in line with rebuairtel, In 
order to follow youx promress and to be kept advised or develop} 
nents as they accur, it is desired that you continue to supali 
vecziy summary airtels in captioned matter. 
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Date: 4/13/63 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 
ee ee (Priority or Method of Mailing) l 


TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM : SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) - P - 


SUBJECT: JOHN GENRER MIZZ: aka 
AR 
00: Milwaukee 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/5/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 4/8/63,[____Jadvised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that ` 
gambling activities at Kenosha, Wisconsin customarily conducted b7p 
by WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI_and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO have been 
resumed. As of that date stated that to the best of 
his knowledge neither COVELLI nor RIZZO has been. to Milwaukee to a 
see FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI. ae 


On 4/10/63, Chief LEROY JENKINS, Racine PD, advised ” z 
that had been approved for a bartenders license ~ 
by the Licensing Committee of Racine, Wisconsin on 4/9/63. This 
approval is subject to the subsequent approval of the Racine 
Common Council. 


On 4/11/63 DetectivesL__  — — — lana 
Special Detail, Racine PD, confirmed the fact that 


had been approved for a bartenders license in LE 
Racine, Wisconsin. They further identified Ls ļ]as having pc 
been the at the gambling spot operated by COVELLI 


and RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin until recent times. They 

believe that since it appears that all gambling has been closed ` 

in Kenosha in view of the "heat" due to the TONY BIERNAT abduction 
Mana slaying and the recent killing of 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in — 





(Type in plain text or code) 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


| MI 92-164 


A tat [__]is 
now forced to obtain some type of legitimate employment to 


compensate for his loss of employment in the gambling place at 
Kenosha, Wisconsin previously operated by COVELLI and RIZZO, 


Spot checks by Bureau Agents and members of the Racine 
PD on the RIZZO residence non-productive during past week. 
informants and other sources available to law enforcement 
agencies have no concrete or specific information re RIZZO. 


In view of his complete lack of activity and contact 
with other underworld figures, the weekly airtels submitted by 
the Milwaukee Office will be discontinued at this time UACB. 











Approvedr semait «6 SOG aa aa Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 4/19/63 | 

| 

| o AIRTEL | 
Transmit the following in (Type in plain text or code) 

pe AIR MAIL 





_ (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 

SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 

AR 
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0j OO: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 4/13/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
on 4/15/63 petective[ pp entar Detail, 
Racine, Wis. PD, advised that on 13/03 DeSoto 


automobile was observed in the driveway of JOHN RIZZO's residence 
in Racine County, Wis. practically all day and that one of 


RIZZO's t biles was gone during the same length of Gime. - 
stated he believed that RIZZO ana [| 








Detective a : 
were pro of this period, pointing ou ae 

at the gambling place formerly 
operated by WILLIAM “WEISER” COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO, is reported 
to be "extremely loyal" to RIZZO. 


4 63[_____|stated that he learned that 
of Milwaukee, Wis. had also been at Hot bs 
Springs, Arkansas during the time that JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM »/° 


"WEISER" COVELLI had been there and that RIZZO and COVELLI ee 
wined and dined[ | and paid a great deal of 
attention to him. 





Informant advised he did not know the significance 


of OVELLI and RIZZO had paid so much attention _. 
to but it could possibly be in view of the fact °°. 
tha rial of FRANK’ 
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Date: 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
MI 92-164 


BALISTRIERI on charge of allowing B-girls to sit at tables with 
customers at one of his night clubs. Informant pointed out that 
if BALISTRIERI were found guilty of the charge he would very 

probably lose his liquor license at the Downtowner in Milwaukee, 


Wis. 
informant also related that he understood that 
along with COVELLI and RIZZO, went to one of 
e hotels a ot Springs, Arka a crap game 
there. He did not know whether artici eves in 


the game. Informant further advised that 

Milwaukee bookie, was also there together with a friend of 
JOE GURERA's from Kansas City. Informant advised that he had 
Learned that JOHNNY RIZZO's and WILLIAM COVELLI's crap game 
in Kenosha, Wis. was still closed down. 


On 4/16/63[_|advised that RIZZO and COVELLI 
definitely have not reopene aeir crap game in Kenosha, Wis. ° 
and have apparently been remaining inactive. 


Contacts with various sources of information during 
past week have failed to develop any indication that RIZZO has 
been active in recent past or that he has made any plans for 
immediate gambling operations. 


Approved; _. SO Sent LM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: April 26, 1963 





Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) : 
Via ces oe O ATR MAIL { 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
Sn a le a NO laa So [ee 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: =y SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) -P- 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
Ht AR 
l (00: MILWAUKEE) 
S Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 4/19/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Q PCI, bé 
advised SA hat in the last two  b7c 
weeks, certain of the gamblers in the Kenosha, Wisconsin b7D 


area started opening up but only in the fields of horse 





betting and sports. such as baseball In this egard 
À Bureau (92-5012) T 7 Ye FE oS cay ae 
2 -Milwaukee (92-40) 
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On April 23, 1963, EERE e SA JOHN 27D 
H. GASSAWAY that as far as he knows d RIZZO and WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI have not been to Milwaukee to see FRANK 
BALISTRIERI or STEVE DE SALVO since they returned from 
their trip to Hot Springs, Arkansas. He advised that he 
is quite certain that RIZZO and COVELLI will not open their 
crap game in Kenosha for quite a period of time due to 
the heat of the BIERNAT killing. 


E e se 


ÅĀpproved: je Sen ————————— —— M Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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In regard to rumors that RIZZO and COVELLI 
had approached bookies in Kenosha and told them that they 
would furnish the line daily for 50 per cent of their 
winnings, informant said that this would be a ridiculous 
price and that none of the gamblers or bookies could afford 
to agree to it. He said that RIZZO and COVELLI would 
more likely charge a flat fee for this service as that is 
the way it is usually done. He said that they would 
probably be getting their line from Milwaukee bookies 
who in turn would obtain it from "the office," which is 
operated by the "outfit," in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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To: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
ae SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
Subjec JOHN CHARLES<K1zz0, aka. 


OO: Milwaukee 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 4/26/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 





Wy On 1/22/63 





advised SA 


On uf29/63|_ advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that he had 17 
heard nothing further relative to the efforts being made by 
WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN C, RIZZO to set up a central_ 
booking arrangement in the Kenosha, Wisconsin area, 


advise 
at as OL approximately two to three years ago 

JOHN RIZZO used to visit the Elks Club at Racine, Wisconsin 
but that when his visits to the Club became known, and in 
order to avoid possible problems, RIZZO was asked to stay 
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away from the Elks Club. RIZZO was subsequently heard to be 
spending most of his time in the Kenosha, eect area rather 
than in the Racine, Wisconsin area, 


Detectives | ________ |ana OEE Special Detail, 
Racine, Wisconsin Police Departm on 63 advised that 

z? at’ the gambling place operated 
py COVE and RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin, had been seen early 
in the saa of 4/29/63 to be working as a bartender in the 
Marine Bar located at lith Street and that [dha Avenue, 






Racine, Wisconsin, They also advised that had been 
observed at this same bar working as a bartender on 5/2/63. 


and ae | oof 30/83 advised 
| IZZO, who resides 
re acine County rather than in the city of Racine, had been 








observed in the downtown R ea on two occasions within 
the last week to 10 days. tT Tana stated that it 
had been a very long time since 220 has been seen in the 
downtown Racine area as frequently as that. Detectives 
ana[___— [conjectured that pu on the part of 
RIZZO and the new employment of S probably a 


part of the plan of the individuals associated ae connected 
with the outfit to establish an "apparent legitimate ne 
for the time being at least. 


Spot cheeks made of the residence of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO who 
resides outside of the City of Racine in Racine County, Wis. 
by Detectives of the Special Detail, Racine Police Department, 
and by Bureau Agents, have failed to disclose the presence of 
any cars of individuals who are currently known to be members 
of or affiliated with "the outfit" in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 








Approved: 6. «SO a = — M Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Ta WLLL continue through informants and other logical 
sources to develop additional information regarding current 
activities of Subject and his associates, and ascertain the 
extent, if any, of Subject's gambling activities. 


2. WLLL through various sources attempt to develop 
additional information regarding the proposed central booking 
arrangement being contemplated by WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 
and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 


ht Racine, Wisconsin 


L. Will maintain contact with the Special Detail, Racine 
Police Department, for information they might have developed 
regarding any of RIZZO's contacts and activities in that 
area. 


2 Wil ttempt to ascertain whetnerL_—__ S o ý n 
for COVELLI and RIZZO, has current betting contacts 
WL nown gamblers in that area. 





&t Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


WLlLl through informants and other logical sources attempt 
to develop additional information regarding RIZZO's current 
activities, his associates and the extent of sembling in 
which he might be participating. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


In connection with mentioning the name of WILLIAM "WEISER" 
COVELLI, the partner of Subject JOHN CHARLES RIZZO in the 
latter's gambling operations at 2207 - 56th Street, Kenosha, 
iisconsin, it is to be noted that COVELLI is also the 
subject of a current Milwaukee case entitled, "WILLIAM 
“page aka; IGA," Milwaukee file 162-49, Bureau file 
L62-777. 


It is to be noted that reference to ANTHONY BIERNAT relates 

to an investigation being conducted by the Bureau and wherein 
BIERNAT, who was a local jukebox operator of only moderate 
means in Kenosha, Wisconsin, was forceably abducted at 
approximately 10:15 P.M. on January 7, 1963 in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin by three or four unidentified assailants, BIERNAT! s 
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body was subsequently found buried in lime in a shallow 
grave at the abandoned Bong Air Force Base, Kenosha County, 
Wisconsin in the late evening of January 28, 1963. Cause 
of death was attributed to at least three severe blows to 
the top back and right rear of his head which probably 
occurred about midnight of January 7, 1963 at the site 
where the body was found buried. Investigation in the 
BIERNAT matter is being carried under the caption, JOSEPH 
ie aka; AR," Milwaukee file 92-257, Bureau file 
S O. 


INFORMANTS 
Identity 
Lil T-L is 
MHI T-2 is 
b 
MI T-3 is : 
NI T-H is 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA, MILWAUKEE 


sal oe, MILWAUKEE we 
May 6, 1963 Office: bic 
MI 92-164 Bureau File No.: 92-5012 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANTI-RACKETEERING 


No current indication that WILLIAM "WEISER". 


COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO have resumed 

gambling at Kenosha, Wisconsin. However, 

one source has stated that in early April, 

1963 a "friend" of COVELLI's was reported to 

have visited a number of gamblers in the 

Kenosha area with view of having these gamblers 

join with RIZZO in a central booking establish- 

ment. Calls to be made from only "pay" stations, 

and locations to vary to avoid establishing 

routine. This information not verified. During 

trip to Hot Springs, Arkansas, COVELLI and RIZZO 

reportedly wined and dine 

of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. be 
trial in Milwaukee involving ©/¢ 

charges against FRANK BALISTRIERI that he permitted 

B-girls to sit at tables with customers at one 

of his nightclubs, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


es BY oe 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On April 1, 1963, MI T-1 was asked concerning the 
possible odor of urine that was noticed on the 
shirt and upper garments of ANTHONY BIERNAT, 

who was abducted and killed on January 7, 1963 at 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. MI T-1 advised SA JOHN H. 
GASSAWAY that this indicated to him that it was 
definitely an Italian gangland killing as local 
Italians in contempt will say to another person, 
"IIl live long enough to urinate on your grave." 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Yt ts the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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He stated that this is a very common expression among 
hoodlums and would be an expression of contempt to do 
this after killing a man. 


In regards to one|_____| possibly being involved 
in the killings, MI T-L stated that is a rather elderly 


man and vould not be trusted in such a killing. He stated 
tnat Es also very hard of hearing and can ily hear 
enyone without a hearing aid. He advised chat very 
possibly does know CADILLAC AL ALBA rest of 


JOHNNY RIZZO's " $ fenoshe as operated a 
n Racine for years and elso lived 
at Xenosha for a period of time. 


Mt T-L was asked ages | a Kenosha gambler 
who upon questioning by FBI Agents had denied knowing 

any lillwaukee gamblers, STEVE DE SALVO, JOE GURERA, or 
BUSTER BALESTRERE. reverie denied knowing anything 
about the gambling ns of JOHNNY RIZZO and WILLIE 
COVELLI at Kenosha, Wisconsin and denied that he had 

ever been approached by the Milwaukee outfi cut 
on his game at Kenosha. MI T-1 stated a ee 
definitely approached by the outfit last year for a 
cut on his game and that he does not know exactly tho 
approached] but he is quite certain that the 
individuals that did this were from the group composed of 
BUSTER BALESTRERE, STEVE DE SALVO, JOE GURERA, WI LLI 
and JOHN RIZZO. He also advised that he has geen | | 
playing cards with BUSTER BALESTRE Rizzo's gambling 
place in Kenosha and knows that plays gin rumy 

and poker from time to time with COVELLI, RIZZO and 

CADILLAC AL at[_ gambling place and at RIZZO's, 


II T-1 on April 1, 1963, advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY 
that he had heard nothing further regarding current 
activities or plans "to operate a gambling game" on the 
part of VILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO at 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


On April 6, 1963, MI T-1l advised SA JOHN H., GASSATAY that 
gambling activities at Kenosha, Wisconsin customarily con- 
ducted by WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
have not been resumed. As of that date MI T-1 stated that 
to the best of his knowledge neither COVELLI nor RIZZO 
has been to Milwaukee to see FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI, 


PEAT 
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On J 6 {I T-1 stated thet he learned that 

of Milwaukee, Wisconsin had also 
been at Hot Springs, Arkansas during the time that JOHN 
RIZZO and WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI had been there and 
that RIZZO and COVELLI wined and dined (| 
and paid a great deal of attention to him. 


MI T-1 advised he did not know the significance of the 
fact that COVELLI and RIZZO had paid so much ‘attention 
to but it cnuld possibly be in view of 
the ract tha 

trial of FRANK BALISTRIERI on charge of allowing B-girls 
to sit at tables with customers at one of his nightclubs. 
Informant pointed out that if BALISTRIERI were found 
guilty of the charge, he would very probably lose his 
liquor license at the Downtowner in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


MI T-L also related that he understood that 
along with COVELLI and RIZZO, went to one of the hotels 


at Hot Springs, Arkansas_and watched a crap game there. 
He did not know whether participated in 
the game. Informant further advise i AEE a 


Milwaukee bookie, was also there together with a friend of 
JOE GURERA's from Kansas City. 


Mi T-1 advised that he had learned that JOHNNY RIZZO's 
and WILLIAM COVELLI's crap game in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
was Still closed down. 


On April 16, 1963 MI T-1 advised that JOHN RIZZO and 
WILLIAN COVELLI definitely have not reopened their crap 
game in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and have apparently been 
remaining inactive generally. 


MI T-3 on April 22, 1963, advised sat m 
that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO and WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI met 
with FRANK BALISTRIERI at Fazio's on Fifth one night 
during the week of April 14, 1963. At that time COVELLI 
EEA that he had been on vacation to Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. 


MI T-1, on April 23, 1963, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 
that in regard to rumors that RIZZO and COVELLI had 
approached bookies in Kenosha and told them that they 
would furnish the line daily for 50 per cent of their 
winnings, informant said that this would be a ridiculous 
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price and that none of the gamblers or bookles could 
afford to agree to it. He said that RIZZO and COVELLI 
would more likely charge a flat fee for this service 

as that is the way it is usually done. He said that 

they would probably be getting their line from Milwaukee 
bookies who in turn would obtain it from "the office," 
which is operated by the "outfit, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


On April 29, 1963, HI T-1 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
he had heard nothing further relative to the efforts being 
made by WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN C, RIZZO to set 

up a central booking arrangement in the Kenosha, Wisconsin 
area. 


&t Racine, Wisconsin 


On april 5, 1963, Detective Special 
Detail, Racine Police Department, advised that spot checks 
of RIZZO's residence, Racine County, have indiceted that 
since the "heat" in Kenosha, Wisconsin, caused by the 
ANTHONY J, BIERNAT abduction and alaying and t 











440 appears to have remained 
S advised RIZZO was observed 
working in his yard on April 3, 1963. 


On April 10, 1963, Chief_LE I ne Police 

Department, advised SA te 

[Jad been approved for a bartenders’ license by 
e 


censing Committee of Racine, Wisconsin on April 9, 
1963. This approval was subject to the subsequent 
approval of the Racine Common Council. 





On April 11, 1963, Detectives and 

el Specia ne Police Department, conrirmed 
the Pact that || had been approved for a 
bartenders' License in Racine, Wisconsin. They further 
identified as having been the "stick man" at the 


gambling sp perated by COVELLI and RIZZO at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin until recent times. They believe that since 

it appears that all gambling has been closed in Kenoshe 
in view of the "heat" due to the TONY BIERNAT abduction 
and slaying, that[. lis now forced to obtain some 
type of legitimate employment to compensate for his loss 
of employment in the gambling place at Kenosha, Visconsin 
previously operated by COVELLI and RIZZO, 


oe x 
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On April 15, 1963, Detective[l_________[ Special Detail, 

Racine, Wisconsin Police Department advised that on April 13, 

1963 DeSoto automobile was observed in the 

driveway of JOHN RIZZO's residence in Racine County, 

Wisconsin practically all day and that one of RIZZO's two 

automobiles was gone during the same length of time. Detective 
stated he believed that RIZZO and were 


ss together for most of this period, R out 
ehato e eat the gambling place formerly 
operated by WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO, is 
reported to be "extremely loyal" to RIZZO. 


MI T-4 advised SAL | on April 30, 1963 that 
as of approximately two to three years ago JOHN RIZZO used to 
visit the Elks Club at Racine, Wisconsin but that when his 
visits to the Club became known, and in order to avoid 
possible problems, RIZZO was asked to stay away from the 

Elks Club. RIZZO was subsequently heard to be spending 

most of his time in the Kenosha, Wisconsin area rather than 
in the Racine, Wisconsin area. 


Detectives[  lanaL_————sdS:SCOSppeecical Detail, 
Racine, Wisconsin Police Department, on May 2, 1963 advised 
that at the gambling 
place operated by COVELLI and RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
had been seen_early in the week of April 29, 1963 to be 


working as in the Marine Bar located at llth 
Street and South Lafayette Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin. 
They also advised that had been observed at this 
same bar working as a on May 2, 1963. 


he a | aa April 30, 1963 

advised that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, who resides in Racine 

County rather than in the city of Racine, had been observed 

in the dormtown Racine two occasions within the 

last week to ten days. anal —_—__—  |stated thet it 

had been a very longs time since RIZZO has been seen in 

the E eee | area as frequently as that. Detectives 
and conjectured that public appearances 

on the part of RIZZO and the new employment of 

te probably a part of the plan of the individuals 

associated or connected with the outfit to establish an 

"apparent legitimate front" for the time being at least. 
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spot checks made over a period of time of the residence of 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO who resides outside of the City of 
Racine in Racine County, Wisconsin by detectives of the 
special Detail, Racine Police Department, and by Bureau 
Agents, have failed to disclose the presence of any cars 
of individuals who are currently known to be members of 
or affiliated with the "outfit" in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


it Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On Avril 19, 1963, HI T-2 advised SA  — 
that in the last two weeks, certain of e gamblers in e 


Kenosha, Wisconsin area started opening up but only in the 
fields of horse betting and sports, such as basebal n 
darey 





HL T-2 said that 
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this whole arrangement appears to be an effort on the 
part of RIZZO, and unquestionably COVELLI, to tale over 
all horse and baseball betting operations in Kenosha, 
wiseonsin. HI T-2 stated that Kenosha, Visconsin is 
still tight on the crap games and poker gambling, and 
that none of the better known spots such as Rizzo's 

and Dante's have reopened. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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In Reply, Please Refer to May 6, 1963 
File Noo MI 92-164 





Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


e 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report of i bë 
E e 


captioned as above, 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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ANTI-RACKETEERING 


The following is a | ees eo used 
in the report of SA Milwaukee 
dated and captioned as above: 


MI T-I is 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 


FROM: eH SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) -P- 


a 


( 
j SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES "RIZZO, aka. 
AR 


KN OO: MILWAUKEE 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 5/3/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On May 6, 1963, E SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM 
that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO b7D 
had been going to the Sportsman Race Track, located 

outside Chicago, Illinois on frequent occasions. In- 
formant advised that although they were going to the 

track, and he understood that both COVELLI and RIZZO 

were betting, they were not doing any booking. 


[further stated that COVELLI and RIZZO have not pv, 
reopened their gambling establishment at Kenosha, Wis- 
consin, and it was not known, nor has it been indicated, 
when they might again attempt to resume their activities. 


on May 6, 1963, advised that he was somewhat concerned 
regarding the fact that č ]had applied for 

a bartender's license for the City of Racine, Wisconsin. P 
Chief JENKINS pointed out that since there appeared to  ® 
be only convictions of minor offenses against 

that their department probably would be unable to stop 


Chief LEROY JENKINS, Racine, Wisconsin Police Department, (| 


him from obtaining a bartender's license based upon = /) 
recent application, Chief JENKINS pointed out that DG 
REC: 94 F- MIRELA 
sO- Bureau (92-5012): (AM) 2i of ab fat 
gk Z - Milwaukee (92-164) : eee ee 
| Ge ee eee qo MAY TS Te 
id (5) 
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m while operating the Odds and Ends Tavern at 


imately 1210 State Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 
had been arrested in 1961 for gambling and for being 
involved with a prostitute. Chief JENKINS stated that 
the charges against [__] had been dismissed inasmuch 
as it was not believed that the District Attorney's Office 
could obtain convictions against[__Jon the gambling 
and prostitution charges due to the fact that the 
background of the witnesses themselves were very question- 
able and it would be merely the word of one individual 
against another. Chief JENKINS stated that subsequently 
they had heard that [L_Jhad been associated with WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO for a period of 
time in Kenosha, Wisconsin at their gambling establishment 
located at 22nd Avenue and 56th Street. 


Detective _______] Special Detail, Racine Police 
Department, on May 6, 1903, advised that information 
their detail had heard was to the effect that 
had purchased a "piece" of JOHN RIZZO's game in the 
City of Kenosha, and that was in frequent contact 
with RIZZO and COVELLI. S tar as could be ascertained, 
contacts with RIZZO and COVELLI continued until 
approximately January of 1962, at which time members of 
the Special Detail of the Racine, Wisconsin Police 
Department had heard that[____Jhad lost his bankroll, 


from various sources estimated between $20,000 and $50,000, 


and had been put out of the game in Kenosha which was 
being operated by COVELLI and RIZZO. 


Detective[ ss Jstated_ that a rough estimate of the 
length of time that[___|]might have been associated 
with RIZZO and COVELLI was about four or five months. 
This Length of time had never been verified, 
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On May 9, 1963, i ah A oe Detail, 
Racine Police Department, stated that sometime after the 
arrest of [din 1961, members of the Special 
Detail had hear rough various sources in 1962, which 
information they had been unable to confirm, that while 
was previously associated with COVELLI and RIZZO, 


had laid off some of his bets with JOHN CHARLES 
RIZZO, 


Detectives[ Jana on May 9, 


196 advised thev had observe who was 


for COVELLI an sa heir gambling 
establishment in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and e nel 
had been seen practically every day during the week as 


a t the Marine Bar, located on South Lafayette 
Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin. Spot checks made of the 
residence of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, who resides outside 

of the City of Racine in Racine County, Wisconsin, by 
Detectives of the Special Detail, Racine Police Department, 
and by Bureau Agents, have shown that RIZZO spends con- 
siderable time around the house since the ceasing of his 
gambling operations at Kenosha, Wisconsin. These spot 
checks have failed to disclose the presence of any cars 
of individuals who are currently known to be members of 
or affiliated with the "outfit" in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
According to Detectives of the Special Detail, Racine, 
Wisconsin, JOHN CHARLES RIZZO and e appear 
to be endeavoring to create an air or atmosphere of 
legitimacy. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Sy cas a E E a N E a E EE EEE ry 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: Pis SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES Gazzo, aka. 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 5-10-63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


b6 
On 5-14- advised SA JOHN H, GASSAWAY that he did bic 
not know nor any of L H previous activities b7D 
with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 
Informant stated that had been a and 
at COVELLI's an s gambling joint at Kenosha, 
n for a number of years. He stated that until a A 
short time ago, [jas operating a book, which he °° 
believes he was operating ror JOHN RIZZO and was getting nie 
$100 a week for that book, and $20 each night he worked the 
crap game at COVELLI's and RIZZO's place in Kenosha, . 





Informant advised that RIZZO and COVELLI are not now operating 
their game in Kenosha, but both are believed to have a 

book going in Kenosha and the Racine area. Informant further 
stated thāt on 5-4-63 COVELLI and RIZZO and two individuals 
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- Milwaukee (92-164) ch eee REI 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


unknown to the informant, were at the horse races at 
Sportsman!s Track near Chicago, Illinois, and informant stated 
that RIZZO is said to have a box at the track, 


During the late morning of 5-15-63 it was observed by Bureau 
Agent that JOHN RIZZO was picked up at his house at 1906 
Emmertson, Racine County, by two unidentified men in an 
automobile, The automobile proceeded to interstate highway 41 
and turned South heading for Chicago, Illinois. The car was 
registered to a SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI, Racine, Wisconsin, 


JARAGOSKI is not known to the Special Detail of the Racine, 
Wisconsin PD as being a gambler and previous contacts with b6 
RIZZO by JARAGOSKI are unknown at the present time, bic 


Captain[ | Kenosha, Wisconsin PD, who, according 

to informant and other sources has in the past been described 

as possibly having taken payoffs from Kenosha gamblers, 

advised on 5-15-63 that JOHN RIZZO, in his opinion, is the 

rep ple: who might be considered as being in with the Milwaukee 
ou š 


described WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI as a "fine fellow", 
did say RIZZO, in the past, had been associated 
with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI in the gambling game that used 
to run on 56th Street in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
aid not say when RIZZO and COVELLI ceased their operations. 








on 5-16-63 advised that he and his 
both Special Detail, 

Racine PD, had observed practically every day 
during the week as a a e Marine Bar located on 
South Lafayette Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, 


Detective 
partner, Detective 





Approved: Stan ee Sen at M Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Spot checks made of the residence of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 

who resides outside the city of Racine in Racine County, 

by detectives of the Special Detail, Racine PD, and by 
Bureau Agents, have shown that RIZZO spends considerable time 
around the house since the ceasing of his gambling operations 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin. These spot checks have failed to 
disclose the presence of any cars or individuals who are 
currently known to be members or associate with "the outfit" 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Approvēd; s 8 BNE a AM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 








Y 


Transmit the following in AIRTEL 








’ ® 


v 





FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


n 





FBI 


Date: 5/25/63 





(Type in plain text or code) 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/17/63 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


E who has been described by various sources, 
including informants, as ga E Fo WILLIAM WEISER" 


wrotect)[ 
and who is acquaznted wi numerous 
a ia) 


COVELLI's and JOHN RIZZO's game, which has operated in Kenosha, 
Wis. for some time, was interviewed at Racine, Wisconsin on 
5/17/63 by Bureau agents. [__—_—id| admitted knowing both | 
COVELLI and RIZZO and stated was only the at T 
COVELLI's and RIZZO's place, eae S ere might have | ~ 
been some small, friendly gambling and stated further that 

he knew nothing concerning the abduction and murder of L 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, which occurred 1/7/63. [____] furnished oo, 
little or no information of genuine value. . 


1% 


on 5/20/63 advised that RIZZO and COVELLI had 
definitely not re-opened their large gambling at Kenosha, 
Wis. 


BID 


mp Lers ums, advised SA and SA 
on 5/22/63 tha ere is no organized DID 

gambling a e present time at Kenosha, but only small games 
and that WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO are definitely not 
now running or backing any game. RIZZO, who resides in Racine 
County, has been conspicious by his absence from the Kenosha, 
Wis. area in recent days and th.é fact that there is no 
organized gambling is due to the "heat" which has followed the 
abduction and murder of ANTHONY BI:ERNAT, which occurred on 
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MI 92-164 
January 7, 1963. 
On 5/23/63, Detecti and 
advised that s still at the Marine |. 
Bar, located on South Lafayette Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin. ce 









On occasion of recent contact with 
personally to both detectives 
tioned that he looked upon his job as 
Bar as being temporary and that he wou probably make a 
change around July 1, 1963. 


Spot checks made of the residence of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 

Racine County, by detectives of the Special Detail, Racine P.D. 
and Bureau agents have failed to disclose the present of 

any cars or individuals who are currently known to be members 
or associates with "The Outfit"in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Approved: sa a a Sent et) Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 


FROM OR) SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) - P - 


SUBJECT JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka oe 
AR i 


k 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/17/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 5/23/63 Milwaukee Division advised that JOHN 
RIZZO is currently attending races at Arlington Race Track, 
Arlington Heights, Illinois and was formerly known to have a 
big crap game in Kenosha. RIZZO has never been known to be in 
Lake County nor to have ever been arrested in Illinois. 


on 5/17/63[ __e my Brothers 
Auto Mart, 500 South Genesee, Waukegan, Illinois, advised 


Chicago Agents that he knew of no connection in gambling 
between Waukegan and Kenosha. He stated that he knew of no 
large bookie operations in Kenosha nor of any layoff spot. He 
also advised that as far as the Italian bookies which did or 
do exist, the feeling among his friends was that, if one won 
substantially from them, they would never pay off. 


On 5/28/63[__——sadvised that she knew that 
Subject in association with WEISER COVELLI had had a large crap 
game going on for some time at Greco's Restaurant on 56th Street 
in Kenosha. 


Spot checks conducted of JOHN RIZZ0O's residence, 
Racine County, Racine, Wisconsin by Bureau Agents have 
disclosed that RIZZO spends considerable time around his home 
Since his gambling operations have ceased in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
These spot checks have failed to disclose the presence of any 


Pe Tie 
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cars or individuals who are currently known to be members or 
associates with "the outfit” in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Approved: —W ss Sen LM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 6/. 10/ 63 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL _ 
(Type in plain text or code) i 
AIR MAIL 
Via (Priority or Method of Mailing) i 
EE EE E E NE E E EE E ech nd tt A E EAE EE E SEE PAE ENE a E E pene eer ee E EE E 
7) TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: Midsrc, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
SUBJECT J OHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 


AR 
00: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 6/3/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 6/8/63[_ | PCI, advised TE 
that RIZZO and COVELLI have not resumed their gambling operation 
in Kenosha. She also advised that RIZZO has not been seen in 
Kenosha since the latter part of January, 1963. 


bé 
BC 
PR 


There is no other pertinent information to report on this inves- Zaz 
tigation for the period 6/3/63 through 6/10/63 as the agent A 
assigned this case was working exclusively on fisur of STEVE 

DE SALVO, MI file 92-165, at Milwaukee and Cudahy, Wisconsin. 
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1 - Milwaukee 
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Pe EPEE EN EREE EEE OST T TE ENSE ea ee E E EE a ee en E NEE ea EEA I EPE EEA EENES EA E ar 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM ffias, MILWAUKEE (92-164) - P - 
i 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 6/10/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
Pre. PCI (Protect), Kenosha Wisconsin, , . 
sume SAs and aon 
a that WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO have not on 


reopened their "big game" at Kenosha, and there is no 
indication that it will be opened in the near future in view of 
the heat caused by the abduction and murder of ANTHONY J. 
BIERNAT on January 7, 1963 and the recent alleged abduction of 
WILLIAM COVELLI 6/6/63 at Kenosha. 


: Since the alleged abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI on 
6/6/63, which has been brought to the attention of the Bureau 
in detail in the case entitled "WILLIAM COVELLI, aka IGA" 
Milwaukee file 162-49, a number of efforts have been made to / 7 i 
contact and interview JOHN RIZZO who resiđes in Racine County j 
with negative results. 


ollowing the efforts made by Bureau Agents 
bo 
called the Milwaukee Office on 6 03 and stated that »©’¢ 
e would make JOHN RIZZO available for interview by Bureau 
Agents sometime during the week of 6/17/63. 


C 32 Bureau (AM) 
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Ly Date: 6/24/63 
Transmit the following in 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
EE en E E na BE Saar sr a rt i a tt lt Mee i ean A ean eA 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
From: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
Subjects JOHN CHARLES 027270, aka. 
AR 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 6/17/63. b6 
pC 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Mid-Town Hotel, Racine, Wisconsin, a known 
associate of WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, and re- 
portedly a at the former Kenosha gambling game of 
RIZZO anā > was interviewed 6/17/63 in connection with 
the alleged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, which oc- 
curred on 6/6/63. stated that he last saw COVELLI 
sometime in April, 1963 and disclaimed any knowledge of cir- 
cumstances or details regarding COVELLI's alleged abduction 
other than what he has read and seen in the newspapers, 
stated that he does not know the identities of people who might 
have participated in COVELLI's abduction nor does he know any- . | 
one who might have desired to abduct COVELLI, / e j 
[OO stated that since approximately April 24, 1963 he has x 
been employed as a [dat the Marine Bar, 1144 South 
Lafayette Street, Racine, Wisconsin, [dented knowing 
of any gambling game in Kenosha, Wisconsin which had operated 
regularly and he denied knowledge of any gambling game at 
Greco's building, Kenosha, Wisconsin, but did state that card 
games had been played there and they were games of hearts and A ( a 
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MI 92-164 


gin rummy. After some conversation| _] admitted there 
might have been a small "friendly" game of craps on different 
occasions and at brief intervals. 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, residence Racine County, Wisconsin, was 
interviewed at Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 6/19/63, at which time 
he advised that he had been told by his attorney, DOMINIC 
FRINZI, that he could answer any question concerning the 
circumstances oe ae to WILLIAM COVELLI's abduction, which 
reportedly occurred on 6/6/63, but that was the extent of 
questions he would be permitted to answer. RIZZO claimed he 
had no information directly pertaining to COVELLI's abduction 
and the only information which he did possess was that which 
he had read in the various newspapers of the account of the 
abduction. RIZZO stated that he has no idea who would want 
to abduct or try to abduct WILLIAM COVELLI, 


RIZZO declined to answer questions put to him that touched on 
his business relationship with WILLIAM COVELLI, whether there 
had been gambling games at Grecots in Kenosha, Wisconsin in 
which COVELLI and RIZZO had an interest or whether COVELLI and 
RIZZO ever had any interest in any game which might have 
operated. 


RIZZO stated that he and his wife, JOSEPHINE RIZZO, visited 
the WILLIAM COVELLIs on Sunday, 6/16/63, RIZZO noting that they 
have been friends for some time. 


Approved: 2s Sent LM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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a Date: 7/1/63 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) 
Via AIRMAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) I 
E E A ER E E E E EEN ey ae N N E EE EAIN LE E E EEE A E E l EEN A ae ee 
To: Director, FBI (92-5012) 
From: Hpi SAC, Milwaukee, (92-164) P bé 
i i b7c 
Subject: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 
At 00: Milwaukee 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 6/24/63. 
THE WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


CE Kenosha, Wisconsin, on D. aF 
advise a RIZZO has not been seen in the Kenosha, (| b7p 
area recently at public places; and, although PCI has heard of = 
various "games" that have been played in Kenosha, PCI is of the f 
| belief that these are not in any way officially sanctioned games [' 

and that they are just games among the regular group of gamblers 
who participate because they are close friends and associates, 
PCI advised that she has not heard that RIZZO is booking in either 
the Kenosha or Racine area but has heard that he has been spending 
time at the race tracks in the Chicago, Illinois, area and that he 
was reportedly at the Arlington track on or about Thursday, June 20, 
1963. PCI further heard that RIZZO was supposedly placing large 
bets but had not heard anything to indicate actual booking on the 
part of RIZZO or WILLIAM COVELLI. 





[Jon 6/27/63 advised SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM that he believed 


that JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI might possibly be operating a TA 
book at Kenosha and t might have someone operating in A 
Racine area as well, stated that he had no specific or = 


more detailed information along this line at the present "39 
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Transmit the following in ee rer da | 
a o ARM S 
E (Priority or Method. of Mailing) | 
a a a E Sa a a a te a ns a a a re ES ered eee sear ee 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 


FROM 7 SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164 )-P 
c JOHN CHARLES-RIZZ0, aka 
AR 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 7/1/63. 


Special Detail, Racine, PD, on 7/1/63, 
pd reportedly »° 
e gambling game previously operated a 


y and JOHN RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin, is 
now out of work as a at the Marine Bar, 1144 South 
Lafayette Street, Racine, sconsin, due to the fact that the 
Marine Bar is: in’ the process of being taken over by a new owner. 


O WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 










Detective 
advised SA 





PCI, advised SAL__ don. 7/3/63 
that he has heard nothing new regarding the plan of COVELLI and 
RIZZO concerning extending gambling coverage in the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin area, It was originally reported that there was to 
be a central source of gambling information to be handled by 
COVELLI and RIZZO, 


[L | CT, (Protect) on 7 
Wisconsin, advised SAs and 
[_____sjhas not seen nor heard o HN CHARLES RIZZO being 


arpund Kenosha in recent times. PCI stated that RIZZO might 
have made a brief visit to the Kenosha area but has not been 
seen on the "west side" where most of the ler 


bé 
lee 
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and RIZZO are operating a new "approved" gambling game although 
the Italian element on the west side of Kenosha are still 
having gambling games of a "friendly nature", 


Spot checks of JOHN RIZZO's residence in Racine County, Wisconsin 
by members of the Special Detail, Racine PD and by Bureau 

Agents have disclosed that RIZZO spends considerable time 

around his home since his gambling operations were reportedly 
closed in Kenosha, Wisconsin, These spot checks have failed 

to disclose the presenteof any cars or individuals who are 
currently known to be members of associates of "the outfit" in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


Approved: —________—~—CSS ent TM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 


hi Al EAE 











i ¥D-263 (Bev. 5-1-59) e. ? 
‘ P * 
a 






























ll 


FEDERAI@BUREAU OF INVM&STIGATION ` 











REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
Milwaukee Milwaukee 7/6/63 5/6/63 = 7/1/63 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
a sal O | s 
JOHN CHARLES~RIZZO, aka CHARACTER OF CASE 


AR 
bo 
be 
| REFERENCES 





Report o a 77 at Milwaukee; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 5/10/63; 


Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 5/17/63; 
Chicago letter to Milwaukee, 5/23/63 (inter Office); 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 6/3/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 6/10/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 6/17/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 7/1/63, 
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_ENCLOSURES 


To Bureau: Original and one copy of letterhead 
memorandum reflecting characterizations of informants 
utilized in this report, 
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MI 92-164 


LEADS 
THE MILWAUKEE DIVISION: 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin: 


b 
1, Will maintain contact e PCI, who... 
has knowledge of gamblers and gambling activities in that 
area. 


2. Will also maintain_contact with if available, »7p 
inasmuch as informant 


3. Will maintain contact wita) o O O PCL, of. 


Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


At Racine, Wisconsin: 


l. Will maintain contact with Special Detail, Racine PD, 
for information that they might have developed regarding 
any of RIZZO's contacts and activities in that area, 


2, Will determine results of[ [petition for ae 
bartender's license to be used in the city of Racine. Oe 


3. Will attempt to ascertain his current activities re 
gambling and his possible associates, 


4, Will attempt to ascertain further the current activities... 
of SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI and 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 
7D 


Will maintain contact with| as well as other informants ` 
and logical sources for the purpose of developing additional 
information regarding R1IZZO's current activities, his 

associates and the extent of gambling in which he might be 
participating, 

















MI 92-164 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
Some of the information port regarding 
alleged of JOHN RIZZO, 
was originally obtained in connection with another investiga- pE 
being included for the purpose of reflecting BIC 


general background in view of his long contact 

tion with both JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI, 
Information regarding the alleged abduction of WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI has been reported in COVELLI's file, and 
the Bureau has been apprised of all developments in the 
case entitled "WILLIAM COVELLI, aka, IGA," MIfile 162-49, 
BUfile 162-777, 


Reference to ANTHONY BIERNAT relates to an investigation 
being conducted by the Milwaukee Office and wherein BIERNAT, 
who was a local jukebox operator of only moderate means in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, was abducted at approximately 10:15 PM 
on January 7, 1963, at Kenosha, by three or four unidentified 
assailants. Investigation in the BIERNAT matter is being 
carried under the caption "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka, AR, 
Mifile 92-257, and BUfile 92-4690," 


The interview with ____.._]_ lon 5/17/63 was conducted 

in connection wi IERNAT abduction and killing. 
The interview of on 6/17/63 was in connection 
with the alleged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, which pc 
reportedly occurred on 6/6/63 at Kenosha, Wisconsin, b7c 


T entire interview of 

is being included as virtually all individuals mentioned 
in that interview have at some time or another been said to 
be acquainted or known to JOHN RIZZO, [.si“(rtCd Was 
head in the case entitled "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka, 
R,” 


INFORMANTS 


MI T-l is | contacted on different occasions by SAs °’> 
ALBERT B. KNICKREHM and JOHN H, GASSAWAY; 


MI T-2 is PCI, contacted by SAs[ č ]hœe 
and pIE 
b7D 


C* 


te D-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) . at 


’ 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 





Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 





DETAILS; 


uo STATES DEPARTMENT or @sticz 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION hoe 


1 USA Milwaukee 


sat Oooo O Ofic: Milwaukee 
July 6, 1963 


Field Office File #: MI 92-164 Bureau File #: 91-5012 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


ANT I=RACKETEER ING 


— | Racine, Wisconsin, reportedly |__| 
at WILLIAM COVELLI's and JOHN RIZZO's 
gambling spot in Kenosha, Wisc., was interviewed re- 
garding the abduction and slaying of ANTHONY BIERNAT, 
which occurred 1/7/63 at Kenosha, and was 
subsequently interviewed regarding the alleged 
abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI, which reportedly occurred 
on 6/6/63 at Kenosha, Wisc. Interview with 

negative. JOHN RIZZO interviewed at Milwaukee, Wisc., 
on 6/19/63 by Bureau Agents at which time, upon advice 
of counsel, he declined to answer questions put to 

him that touched on his business relationship with 
WILLIAM COVELLI, whether there had been any gambling 
games at Greco's at Kenosha, Wisc.,, in which he or 
COVELLI had an interest, or whether either individual 
ever had an interest in any gambling game, RIZZO dis- 
claimed any personal knowledge regarding the alleged 
abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI which reportedly occurred 
on 6/6/63. 


Pe > ea 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 
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On May 6, 1963, MI T-l1 advised that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 
and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO had been going to the Sportsman Race 
Track, Located outside Chicago, Illinois, on frequent occasions. 
Informant advised that although they were going to the track, 
and he understood that both COVELLI and RIZZO were betting, 

they were not doing any booking, 


MI T-1 further stated that COVELLI and RIZZO have not reopened 
their gambling establishment at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and it was 
not known, nor has it been indicated, when they might again 
attempt to resume their activities. 


On May 14, 1963, MI T-1 adv he did not knowl er 
alleged gambler, nor any of previous activities W 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 
MI T-l stated that; [had been a =e and bIC 
at COVELLI's and RIZZO's gambling joint at nosha, 


sconsin £ years. He stated that until a short 
time ago, was operating a book, which he believes 
he was operating for RIZZO and was getting $100 a week for 


that book and $25 each night he worked the crap game at COVELLI's 
and RIZZO's place in Kenosha when the game had been in operation, 


Informant advised that RIZZO and COVELLI are not now operating 
their game in Kenosha, but both are believed to have a book 
going in Kenosha and the Racine area. Informant further stated 
that on May 4, 1963, COVELLI and RIZZO and two individuals 
unknown to the informant were at the horse races at Sportsman's 
Track near Chicago, Illinois, and informant stated that RIZZO 
is said to have a box at the track, 


MI T-1l on May 20, 1963, advised that RIZZO and COVELLI had 
definitely not reopened their large gambling at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


MI T-l on June 27, 1963, advised that he believed that JOHN RIZZO 
and WILLIAM COVELLI might possibly be operating a book at Kenosha 
and that RIZZO might have someone operating in Racine area as 
well. MI T-l stated that he had no specific or more detailed 
information along this line at the present time, 
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Date July 1, 1963 


| JOHN CHARLES RIZZO stated at the very beginning 

of the interview that he was free to talk about the alleged 
abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, which occurred on 

June 6, 1963, but that upon advice of counsel RIZZO stated 
that he could not discuss anything or any subject in addition 
to COVELLI's abduction. RIZZO advised that he had just seen 
his attorney, DOMINIC FRINZI, and been so instructed. 


RIZZO stated that he last saw WILLIAM COVELLI on 
Sunday, June 16, 1963, when RIZZO and his wife, JOSEPHINE, 
went to visit the COVELLIs at Kenosha, Wisconsin. RIZZO 
stated that he first heard of WILLIAM COVELLI's abduction 
when he read the article concerning COVELLI's abduction in 
the morning newspaper on Monday, June 9, 1963. RIZZO stated 
that he has known COVELLI approximately twelve to fifteen 
years. | 
RIZZO was asked as to his own whereabouts during 
the evening of Thursday, June 6, 1963, and RIZZO said that he 
was at home with his wife, JOSEPHINE, at that time. RIZZO 
related that he had ‘absolutely no idea as to who abducted 
WILLIAM COVELLI, or why the abduction was perpetrated or who 
might have even had a desire to "do such a thing." RIZZO 
stated that he and his wife and Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM COVELLI 
took a vacation early in the year, returning from that ` 
vacation sometime in early April, 1963, and that since that 
time RIZZO has seen WILLIAM COVELLI only on several occasions. 
RIZZO related that he has. not been going to Kenosha of late 
but has been spending most of his time at one of the race 
tracks in the Chicago, Illinois, area, RIZZO stated that he. 
sees WILLIAM COVELLI mostly in the wintertime when they play 
cards, pinochle and gin rummy. RIZZO advised that he has not 
played cards at the Elks Club in Racine, Wisconsin, for a 
number of years. 

. RIZZO was asked whether he has any business interests 
with WILLIAM COVELLI, and RIZZO stated that he has no interest 
in vending machines. He advised that to his knowledge WILLIAM 
COVELLI is in the vending machine business with[ 

RIZZO denied knowing of any other business that 
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COVELLI might be interested in or in which he might be engaged. 
RIZZO was asked whether or not he had ever been associated with 
WILLIAM COVELLI in any type of business and RIZZO declined to 
answer and claimed that in his opinion such background informa- 
tion was not pertinent to the investigation concerning COVELLI's 
alleged abduction. RIZZO also declined .to answer as to whether 
or not he had ever any interests with WILLIAM COVELLI in any 
form of gambling activities, and he declined to answer whether 
or not he had any interests in any current gambling activities. 
RIZZO was also asked as to whether or not he had ever 
participated in running any type of a gambling game, and he 
stated he declined to answer on the basis of prior instructions 
received from his attorney. 


RIZZO was asked concerning the identities of various 
individuals who are believed to be associated WILLIA ar 
nd RIZZO identified 
whom he has known for aporoninatels 
re) years, RIZZO stated that he believed that at one time 
nd WILLIAM COVELLI had been in the vending machine 
business together but had mutually decided to sell their interests, 
With respect to AL ALBANA, RIZZO described him as an individual 
whom he has seen hanging around Greco's Restaurant in Kenosha 
and whom he has known for about four or five years. RIZZO was 
asked whether or not AL ALBANA had ever worked for him, and 
RIZZO replied, "You're getting off the track," RIZZO was shown BG 
a photograph of STEVE DE SALVO; and RIZZO advised that he knows b7C 
who DE SALVO is when he sees him but is not well acquainted with 
him. RIZZO further stated that he does not recall ever_having 
seen DE SALVO in Kenosha, Wisconsin. RIZZO described |__| 
s an individual he has known for approximately thirty 
years and as an individual whom he used to see at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, occasionally every week, but RIZZO declined to mention 
the circumstances under which ha had seen L ě ]} RIZZO said 


that he never had observed ambling, did not know that 
| lever gambled and described | as an individual 
who was constantly down on his luck and to whom RIZZO would 


occasionally give his "handout." RIZZO denied that 
had ever been employed by him for any reason. 


RIZZO stated that he has known FRANK BALISTRIERI 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for perhaps twenty to twenty-five 
years and does not know exactly how he became acquainted with 
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FRANK BALISTRIERI except that he originally met him in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, RIZZO denied knowing any of the details concerning 
BALISTRIERI's background or his interests in various business 
undertakings. When shown a photograph of JOSEPH GURERA, RIZZO 
at first did not say whether he knew GURERA but commented, "He 
looks like a Mexican." When asked whether or not he knew 
GURERA or had ever met him, RIZZO stated that he could not 
recall, RIZZO was asked whether or not he had ever been 
arrested for any reason, and he declined to comment, Various 
questions were asked of RIZZO, most of which he declined to 
answer and would repeatedly reply by saying, "Youre off the 
track" or "Who do you like in the third race?" RIZZO claimed 
that he was unable to recall when or how frequently he visited 
Milwaukee, and he stated he could not recall whether or not he 
was in Milwaukee near the end of 1962 or in early 1963. 


The following description was obtained of JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO by observation and interview: 


Name JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
Date of Birth November 16, 1910 
Place of Birth Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Race White 

Sex Male 

Height 5'11" 

Weight: 205 lbs. 

Hair Gray 

Eyes Blue 

Build Medium-—heavy 
Complexion Dark--tan 


Peculiarities Limps on left leg which has been 
shortened due to broken bone when 
RIZZO was.in early 20's. 

Wife JOSEPHINE RIZZO 

Address ` 1906 Emmertsen Road, Racine County ig 


EC 
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At Kenosha Wisconsin: 





Mi T-2 advised on May 22, 1963, that there is no organized 
gambling at the present time at Kenosha, but only small games 
and that WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO are definitely not now 
running or backing any game. RIZZO, who resides in Racine 
County, has been conspicuous by his absence from the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, area in recent days and the fact that there is no 
organized gambling is due to the "heat" which has followed the 
abduction and murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT, which occurred on 
January 7, 1963. 


On June 8, 1963, MI T-2 advised that RIZZO and COVELLI have not 
resumed their gambling operation in Kenosha, Informant also 
advised that RIZZO has not been seen in Kenosha since the latter 
part of January, 1963. 


MI T-2 on June 12, 1963, advised that WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN 
RIZZO have not reopened their "big game" in Kenosha, and there 
is no indication that it will be opened in the near future, 


MI T-2 on June 24, 1963, advised that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO has not 
been seen in the Kenosha area recently at public places; and, 
although informant has heard of various "games" that have been 
played in Kenosha, informant is of the belief that these are not 
in any way officially sanctioned games and that they are just 
games among the regular group of gamblers who participate because 
they are close friends and associates, Informant advised that 

it has not been heard by informant that RIZZO is booking in 
either the Kenosha or Racine area, but informant has heard that 

he has been spending time at the race tracks in the Chicago, 
Illinois, area and that he was reportedly at the Arlington track 
On or about Thursday, June 20, 1963, Informant further heard that 
RIZZO was supposedly placing large bets but had not heard anything 
to indicate actual booking on the part of RIZZO or WILLIAM 
COVELLI, 
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Date _ May 16, 1963 


2S Atery. owed. 
on May £5, 1965 by SAS, CCC ane 
_ | At the outset of the Interview| _._—s_ Faia the 
he was very glad to have agents. interview him, ağ he ot E 
oid Tha ‘Tes ž Neej : = ne himself and L 
furnished the 





ing Information: | i 
| ___|was asked if ‘he had ever taken ‘any form of & payoff: . 
rom any one at any time. stated that he definitely 
had not and that he had recently n $500 from the ‘bank - 
in order to purchase a new ear. stated that this 


was all of the money that he had in the bank, He stated that. 
he would be making the final payment on his home in Kenosha 
within the next three months, after having carried å mortgage | 
for many years. He stated that he has not lived beyond his 
means at ay nme in his life as he would have if he had been 
paid off. | o] 2ttributes the allegations about him taking 


0 S¥@¢entiy went to Kenosha Mayor HAMMOND at 
which time|___—=_—i Fold the Mayor that he eee Was ‘taking 
payoffs from gamblers in Kenosha and that he was the 

man” for | 









for the next | and if he had found him he would have. 


‘killed him, then coo d thought about it 
and realized he Should not let _bother him 
and he. tried to forget the incident. stated that 


he had been an honest police officer for 27 years as .evidenced 
by the fact that he has risen to the rank of Captain and the 
allegations about him taking payoffs hurt him because he has. 
rs and a son who is currently in the Marine Corps. 
further stated that he has never been offered payoffs ` 
Since he has been a police office in Kenosha. 


Concerning his association with hoodlums and gamblers in Kenosha, 
Stated that. he grew up on the west side and played 
all w many of those individuals now considéred gamblers 
and hoodlums and he does not see any reason why he’ should break 
off their friendship because they are gamblers or considered 
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hoodlums. [__ [statea that this, in fact, was of benefit 
to the Kenosha Police as he was able to talk to these people 
and they had confidence. in hin. 


RE: JOE GURERA & 
STEVE DE SALVO 


stated that he had been one ay le parece 
by STEVE DE SALVO in early November of 1962. could 
not recall the exact date that he met GURERA and DE SALVO, 


however, took place at Greco's Restaurant in 
Kenosha. stated he is well acquainted with DE SALVO's 
brother and he had known STEVE .DE SALVO previously. DE SALVO 
asked "How are things?" and then stated, "I want 


you to meet a friend of mine, JOB," JOE said "Hello" and that 
terminated the meeting, | nae fo stated that it was 
on his day off when he met GURERA and DE SALVO and he was 
requested by interviewing agents to attempt to ascertain the 
exact_date of the meeting by determining which day he had 
off. stated that he had heard that BIERNAT was 
conta time in November by JOE GURERA and STEVE 
DE SALVO, however, contrary to previous reports, he believes 
that WEISER COVELLI had seen BIERNAT a few hours earlier 
and GURERA and DE SALVO went to see him a few hours later 
that s day, at which time COVELLI was not with them. 

could furnish no further information concerning 

SALVO and JOE GURERA. . 

RE: ANTHONY BIERNAT 


stated that he knew ANTHONY BIERNAT and he had no 
idea as to who would have wanted to kill him. He stated 

AT played the horses but that he did not book. 

further stated that TONY BIERNAT and his wife were 
net getting along and that she was going out at night on 
frequent occasions. When. out BIERNAT would have 
a young boy named, (FNU) come. to the BIERNAT ħome 
and stay with him because BIERNAT was very nervous about 


staying alone. E he would attempt to 

ascertain the exac entity of 
re: | | 

| ertet that he knew 1g 88 a 

mental case.. He stated that although s yellow, he 


he definitely mental and could have taken part in the BIERNAT 
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RE: WEISER COVELLI 


stated that WEISER COVELLI is "a nae solid’ kta", 
who defir nothing to do with the BIERNAT abdtiction and 
murder. eels that WEISER COVELLI is See 
somewhat in his father pfockstans . although he did no 


think he was going to. talked to WEISER COVELLI ` 
after the BIERNAT slaying and COVELLI swore on his father's 
t he knew nothing ahout the abduction and slaying. 
stated that COVELLI is afraid to talk td ‘the FBI 
f possible repercussions from the hoodlum element, 
stated that he himself told COVELLI that he should 
talk to authorities because the more you avoid them the more 
it looks: Like you have had part. COVELLI recentl asked 
"Why is the FBI watching my home. stated 
he was unable to tell COVELLI anything. He-.said COVELLI 
is currently not in any tax difficulties and is running the 


Kenosha Vending Company on 22nd Avenue. stated 
that he would personally attempt to get WE ' COVELLI to 
talk to FBI agents. stated he could probably get 


C to talk to agents if it were on a very confidential 
gsis. : 


RE: JOHN RIZZO 


stated that he could not point his finger at any 
individual in the Kenosha are controlled by the 
syndicate except JOHN RIZZO, stated hë first: met 
RIZZO at the track down in Illinois some time ago arid he 
last saw him a few weeks ago at Arlington in Illinois. 

could givé no reason for His beliéf that RIZZO was 
controlled by the syndicate, however, it was an impression 
he had gotten. aT stated that RIZZO and COVELLI are 
together quite often, however, he does not thing pase they 
are partners in any venture at present. 


RE: ALBERT ALBANA 


stated that AL ALBANA had visions of grandeur about 
himself, however, he is just a meocher and very disliked by 
many individuals in Kenosha. He stated that AL ALBANA is 
frequently complaining about backaches and various illnesses. 
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He stated that ALBANA once ran a mink ranch in Kenosha, then 

he went out the the West Coast during the war where he 

worked on liberty ships, after which he returned to Kenosha, 
believes that ALBANA 's wife supported him most of 

the. time and he has worked very intermittently. ALBANA 

at one time did work as a door man at a erap gaitie-on 56th Street 

in. Kenosha next to Greco's Restaurant. This game; which is 

no longer operating, was run by WEISER COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO 

and to hig e ALBANA has never. operated a game of 

his own. stated that he could not believe that 

ALBANA would be a suspect in the ANTHONY BIERNAT abduction 

and murder. 


- RE: FRANK BALISTRIERI 


[_____|stated that-he had met FRANK BALISTRIERI only once 
and that was about a-year ago at .Arlingtoh Park Race Track in 
Illinois. He-knows nothing of his activities and he has 

not seen BALISTRIERI since the initial meeting.’ 


RE: [ nmm 


ated that he knew real well and advised 
that was once a safe man. is now aC Sý 
and he got married three months ago. ees not feel 
that | had a part in the BIIRNAT slaying and ‘he does’ not 
believe that is currently involved in illegal activities, 
RE? & 








EE i amp 

but oniy is booki me norseg Ls: 

apparently running card games whilel _—s_ || does’. the booking 

does not know where| §—s_—«s [iss getting his 
stated that he has tried to “knock off" | 

n prior: occasions, but that’ he has been unable- to 


obtain enough evidence,: stated hë is a good friend — 
ata and he VISTES Him very oftar even though 
S$ a known gambler, 


said that is doing real.well at his new location 

nd lth he | amas i he. took in $70 in one day. 

believes that ould be receptive to an FBI 
contact and would most likely furnish any information he has.. 
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| RE: DOMINIC PRINCIPE 


According tol __] DOMINIC PRINCIPE was "a‘rough kid", 
but he has settled down and is currently trying to make an 
honest living. [___|stated that PRINCIPE is a good 
plumber but because of illness has had to take it easy and, 
therefore, is in the restaurant business with his sister 
Illinois., |  /himse Jā 


said he would 





no ard to believe that PRINCIPE could b in 
the BIERNAT abduction and murder in any. way. could . 
furnish n : mtion. concerning the car previously owned 





nd possibly driven at times by PRINCIPE, 





© Illinois to T at Ww 
FBI agents there, did not kn 
wanted to see PRINCIPE at that time, himself last 
Saw PRINCIPE about 2 weeks ago at Car catessen at 


S De 
63rd and l4th Street, Kenosha, which od ae 
At that time only casual conve fon took place, 
m| |] 


| -yrr etet that also worked for JOHN RIZZO 
and WEISER COVELLI when.they ran a gambling join. on 56th- 


Street in Kenosha and he worked in the same capacity as ALBERT: 
ALBA is as door man and look out, stated: 
that. was .a very good friend of JOHN RIZZO, however, 

he did not know of his relationship with WEISER COVELLI. 


At the close of the ths jg I Get that | at 
Geese "pretty shook" by the developments in Kenosha. 
€ | ai 







OW 


Stated that he did not know what ‘doing. 
at present nor what he intended to do. himself’ 
is not worried about any allegations made concerning him, 
however, they are distrubing. He stated that he would > 
like to see the BIERNAT slaying solved for the good of the 
Kenosha PD and he is ready to help in any way he can. He 
intends to remain on the Kenosha PD and wald only consider 
retiring if a preposed business deal works out. 
stated that this involves the construction of a Piteh and Putt 
Golf course in the Kenosha area, 
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At Racine, Wisconsin: 


Chief LEROY JENKINS, Racine, Wisconsin, Police Department, on 

May 6, 1963, he was somewhat concerned regarding 

the fact that had applied for a bartender's license 
for the city of Racine, Wisconsin. Chief JENKINS pointed out that 
since there appeared to be only convictions of minor offenses 
against( | that their department probably would be unable to 
stop him from obtaining a bartender's license based unon his 
recent application. Chief JENKINS pointed out that} č —ć —ć 
while} 





hie 

ENKINS stated tha ne charges against |__| had been dismissed 
inasmuch as it was not believed that 9 cea Attorney's 
Office could obtain convictions against on the gambling and 
prostitution charges due to the fact that the background of the 
witnesses themselves were very questionable and it would be 
merely the word of one individual against an Chief JENKINS 
stated that subsequently they had heard that had been 
associated with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
for a period of time in Kenosha, Wisconsin, at their gambling 
establishment located at 22nd Avenue and 56th Street. 


DetectiveL_ | Special Detail, Racine Police Depart- 
ment, on May 6, 1963, advised that heir detail 

had received was to the effect that had purchased a 
"piece" of JOHN RIZZO's game in the city of Kenosha at one time 
and that was then in frequent contact with RIZZO and 
WILLIAM COVELLI. As far as could be ascertained, 

contacts with RIZZO and COVELLI continued until approximately 
January of 1962, at which time it was reported that [had lost 
his bankroll, according to various sources estimated between 
$20,000 and $50,000 and had been put out of the game in Kenosha 
which was being operated by COVELLI and RIZZO, 


Detective |___further stated that a rough estimate of the 
length of time that might have associated with RIZZO and 
COVELLI was about four or five months. It has never been 
possible to verify this length of time. 


On May 9, 1963, Detective| ___— | Special Detail, 


Ra epartment, stated that sometime after the arrest 
of in 1961, members of the Special Detail had heard 
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through various sources in early 1962, which inf ion they 
had been unable to confirm, that during the_time was pre- 
viously associated with COVELLI and RIZZO, aid off 


some of his bets with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 


Detectives| rona aan May 16, 1963 
idvised they had observed who Sl E 
for COVELLI and RIZZO a mbling establishment in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and enat tna been seen practically 
every day during the week as a at the Marine Bar, 


located on South ee a, Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, 


LO O | Bureau of Identication, Racine Police Depart- 
13, 1963, ished the following arrest record on 
as well as description: 


Racine Police Depar t 
Name 

Race 

Sex 

Address 

Date of Birth 


Height 
Weight 


Complexion 
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Racine Credit Bureau, advised that 
had last been brought to their attention 
in May, 1962, has been known to pone files since 


approximately 1955, As of April, 1960, reportedly had 
a four-figure checking account with the Farmers and Merchants 
Bank, Racine, Wisconsin, and had a mortgage in the_sum of 
$4029, which he paid as agreed. As of May, 1987, L 
obtained a loan from the Thorp Finance Company, owing an 
amount of $283.08, which he paid as agreed, 


stated that there was a mention of an arrest for 
s of March, 1961, details of which were not com- 
pletely available. 


k ournal Times" dated June 16, 1960, according to 

carried an article which stated that DAVID 
SHEFT, 2413 Erie Street, had been charged with allowing two 
minor females to be in his tavern. The girls pleaded guilty 
to lingering and loitering and were fined $15 each, 


14 














* FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) . @ FepeRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA {ON 


r o3 
Date a 


At approximately 11:43 All, JOHN C. RIZZO was 
observed to leave his residence at 1806 Enmmertsen Road, at 
which tine he was picked up by two unidentified men in an 
automobile having a white top over tan lower, Chrysler, and 
bearing Wisconsin license W23-232. JOAN RIZZO sat next to 
the driver, and one of the other men sat in the rear seat. 
The automobile proceeded from RIZZO's residence south on 
Emertsen Road, west on Highway 20 and south on Interstate 
Highway 41 through Racine County into Kenosha County in a 
seneral direction to Chicago, Illinois, 1963 Wisconsin 
license W23-232 was listed to SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI, 262 
Iuedtke, Racine, Wisconsin. 
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15, 1963, Detectives[ _____| and Laas 

Special Detail, Racine, Wisconsin, Police Department, 
advised that as of that time SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI was not known 
to them with respect to being involved or associated with 


any gambling activities or other known gamblers. 


Officerl ssi sd Bureau of Identification, Racine Police 
Department, on May 15, 1963, advised that their files showed 
SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI as residing at 262 Luedtke Avenue, and 
that he is described as follows: 


Race White 

Sex Male 

Born November 6, 1910 (no place 
indicated) 

Height 5'8" 

Weight 195 Ibs, 

Eyes Brown 

Hair Brown 


JARAGOSKI was said to have been arrested December 2, 1953, on 
the charge of operating an unregistered vehicle, disposition 
showh--was released, 


Racine Credit Bureau, on May 15, 1963, 
stated that their files showed that SYLVESTER JARAGOSKT, 
262 Luedtke Avenue, according to last inquiry made of their 
bureau in 1962, had been employed at Walker Manufacturing 
Co., Racine, Wisconsin, since 1928, and as of 1958 JARAGOSKI 
was listed as a foreman at Walker. JARAGOSKI's salary as of 
1958 was $600 per month, and it was indicated that he was 





Be ee vel —petective e advised that he and 

his partner, Detective both Special Detail, 
Racine Police Department, had Ts, | e e Pe: See 
every day during the week as a bartender at the Marine Bar 


located at 1144 South Lafayette Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, 
Spot checks made of the residence of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, who 


resides outside the city of Racine in Racine County, by 
detectives of the Special Detail, Racine Police Department, 
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and by Bureau Agents have shown that RIZZO spends considerable 
time around the house since the ceasing of his gambling 
operations in Kenosha, Wisconsin. These spot checks failed 
to disclose the presence of any cars or individuals who are 
currently known to be members or associated with "the outfit" 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


Detectives[ and Eas Special Detail, 
Racine Police Department, on May 24, 1963, advised that they 


had received information that SYLVESTER JARAGOSKI had purchased 
a tavern previously owned by one PETE CEPAKUNAS. no 

and which was sold 

to JARAGOSKI, This tavern was known as the "12th Street Tap" 
located at 1519 ~ 12th Street, Racine, JARAGOSKI had applied 
for a license for this tavern with final purchase to become 
effective on or about July 1, 1963. 


Detectives[___Jand L___] pointed out that 


Who nas peen empio he Marine Bar, was working 
Detectives| _land 
urthner statec a ney had hearc hat! O hag 
ane 7 neg ated 4 a 
a a 6 = å & a 


Detectives|___—jand| | 
Stated that JARaGUSKI in all probability would have to seek other 
employment in view of the sale of the Marine Bar, 
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“ . Date 


May 28, 1963 ~ 





stated that he did not know ANTHONY BIERNAT 
personally but knew who he was after reading the newspaper 
accounts of BIERNAT's abduction in January, 1963, 


|__| stated that he was not working on January. 7, 1963 at a 
regular job and could not recall where he was or what he was 

doing at that time, When questioned concerning the fact that 

he was observed at the North Shore Depot the night BIERNAT was 
abducted fstated that he often picked up the early edition 
of the Chicago Evening Newspaper at the depot, but he does not 
recall being at the North Shore Depot on January Ts 1963. 


stated that he knows CADILLAC AL ALBANA, and that ALBANA 
used to work as a doorman for JOHN RIZZO who had a card game on 
peun ir aii Kenosha, Wisconsin, In relation to this card game, 

stated that he used to he a "runner" and as a runner, he. 
would pick up a few dollars by going out and bringing back food . 
and beverage for the participating card players. 


stated that he knew "WEISER" GOVELLI, and that he has a 
vending machine business in the Kenosha area, He also stated 
that he would bet his life on the fact that "WEISER" COVELLI was 
not involved in the ANTHONY BIERNAT abduction and murder. 


stated that JOHN RIZZO is going to the track every day 
but could not name any person or persons who accompany him to the 
various tracks. ) on | 


He stated that RIZZO was going to the Sportsman's Track prior 
to May 13, 1963, and that he was presently going to the 
Washington Park Track, He also named MAY WOOD as a track. 
frequented by RIZZO and COVELLI.: 


The following information was obtained by interview and personal 





observation: i i 
DOB; 
POB: _ _# 
5-17-63 Racine, Wisconsin 92-257 
On arena A i l __ File # 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Build: 

Marital Status: 
Criminal Arrests: 


stated that you would not even find a good card game 
in Kenosha now due to the current heat from local and federal 
law enforcement. He also stated that the last time he was in 
Kenosha was in the middle of January, 1963, | 


a tetea that he is available for interview by Bureau 
gents either at his place of employment or his living quarters 
at any time. He also stated that he is currently driving an 
old grey Pontiae, Wisconsin 1963 eaten | 
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L residence ses 


eompar E |= A 


Nice ete oe Re he last saw WILLIAM WEISER COVELLI about 

1e firs Lens tiret part or of April, 1963 at the Sportmen’ s, Track in Chicago, 
Illinois and to the best of his recollection has not seen him 
ince. | Jstated that he has not been down to Kenosha, 
Wisconsin since sometime early in 1963, perhaps. January or 
February. He stated that he first: heard of WILLIAM COVELLI's 
abduction by reading of it in the papers and that he has no idea 
as to who might have abducted COVELLI or who might want to 
abduct COVELLI for any reason.[___—_—sdjadvised. that he has known 
WILLIAM WEISER COVELLI approximately 12 or 13 years and that he has 
known JOHN CHARLES RIZZO for approximately 30 years. 


[sd stated that he took the job at thel | ————_ 


Ce was asked concerning 
Als frequenting Greco's Restaurant and the place immediately a 
of Greco's Restaurant in Kenosha, Wisconsin] —  —|stated t 
he used to "hang around there" and tha 


PCC HE as asked whether or no 
any card games were played there ana[ [stated that there 
used to be a game of hearts and gin. rummy and that most of the 


games of hearts were played over the weekend. He stated that 

these games would run until four or five in the. morning and that 
ere would be present WEISER COVELLI, JOHN 
(Phonetie),[ e AL ALBANA and others 

stated he could not recall or declined to name. He 


was as whether or not there were ever crap games at the 
building (in Kenosha and at. first he said 







1 


i 


on 0/27/63 Racine, Wisconsin: _File #__MI_162-49 


at 


by ssh ~ ~ p rnaf oo dictated 6/20/63 — — 
a 


This document contains ‘neither recommendations nor conclusions’ of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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there was never any crap game but subsequently he stated that 
there might have. been a little game on occasion, When asked 
. regarding any poker games, [___|stated that there might have 
been a little "low ball" but no real poker games. ` He stated 


that these games of hearts and gin rummy had = on for ; b6 
approximately four or five years. bIc 
[statea that he knew nothing concerning any of the details 
regarding the abduction of WILLIAM WEISER COVELLI and had no 


opinion as to whom might have pulled such a "deal". 
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Spot checks periodically made at the residence of JOHN 
RIZZO, 1906 Emmertsen Road, Racine County, by members of 
the Special Detail, Racine Police Department, as well as 
by Bureau Agents have shown that JOHN RIZZO spends con- 
siderable time around the house since cqsing his pue 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, Detectives and 
S| Special Detail, Racine Police Department, 
have advised at their spot checks have failed to disclose 
the presence of any cars or individuals who are currently 


known to be members or associated with the “outfit? in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


At Waukegan, Illinois: 


ae following investigation was conducted by sat 


On February 20, 1963, Off tcor[___]Waukegan 
Police Department, advised that he knows of no evidence 

: gambling. 
did state that does have a brother, 


owever, who is a horse trainer and who works the big 
Chicago area race tracks. 


ee as 1963,|___|jadvised as follows, it being noted 
Yy 


















as been interviewed a number of times in the past on 
arious matters and has always been found to be cooperative; 


He was born and raised on the | e eeen ———— 
and went to school with many o € alian element, 

He dọes not know JOHN CHARLES RIZZO personally, but RIZZO has 
been pointed out to him at the Arlington Race track, Arlington 
Heights, Illinois, as a man who used to, or does, run a big 
crap game in Kenosha, He has never known him to be in Lake 
County nor to have ever been arrested in Illinois. He has 
been told that a number of years ago RIZZO was arrested, 


apparently in Wisconsin, on a narcotics charge. He does not 
know of any other name ever used by RIZZO, 
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[said he has C 6 er friend ot rA 
of Kenosha and that visits him frequently, is 
presently unemployed ntly said he had just sold some 
property in Kenosha. n the man who sold his jukebox 
business to ANTHONY BIER and was a close friend of his. 


Llao knew BIERNAT, but had not seen him for perhaps 

ve years, He knew BIERNAT to have an excellent reputation 
and could not see him ever getting involved with hoodlums, 
The oniy weakness he was known to have was his fondness for 
chasing women, He has no idea who killed BIERNAT but finds i 
hard to believe that his þusiness was lucrative enough for 
hoodlums to try to take it over, who has said he has 
been interviewed by the FBI, told hat the only thing 
he knew was that BIERNAT told him the "black hand" was by to 
get an interest in his business. The "black hand" is an 
expression used on Kenosha's west side which means the Mafia, 


I that he knows of no connections in a gambling way 
etween Waukegan and Kenosha, He says he knows of no large 
bookie in Kenosha nor of any lay-off spot, So far as the 
Italian bookies which did or do exist, the feeling among his 
friends was that if one won substantially from them they 
would never pay off, 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


~~ 


e STATES DEPARTMENT . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 6, 1963 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-~RACKETEERING 


Reference Report sa 


dated and captioned as above, 


Ali sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 


It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 


your agency, 
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@... STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
A July 6, 1963 





JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANT I -RACKETEER ING 


The following is a characterization of informants used in °° 
report of SA[ dated and captioned as °“ 
above: 


MI T-1 is 


MI T-2 is 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


P AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 


Vi 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) i 
E ENEE PEA ENE A E E EE EE E E E EE ATE E LE ERE EAE a e ee 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
From: SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
subject: JOHN CHARLES ae aka. 
AR 
00O; Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 7/8/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL Referral/Direct 








Detective special Detail, Racine, Wisconsin 
: Police advised on 7/12/63 that be 
| former at the gambling game previously operated bic 


by WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin, is 
still out of work, having recently lost his job as 

where 
he had been employed. 3 
Yt 
Spot checks of RIZZO's residence in Racine County, Wisconsin 
by members of the Special Detail, Racine, Wisconsin Police 
Department and by Bureau Agents have disclosed that RIZZO 
continues to spen# considerable time around his home since his 
gambling operations were peg or ope T Wis 


FS sneer Cosma pO aT 1B 
3.4 Bureau (92-5012)(AM) . . | 
‘2\ Milwaukee (92-164) ’ JUL 15 1963 Noe ve 
YEP SJD tA e 
S (5) i \\ arms aaia at ave 
Approved;, = 


d 
| og paueddl 
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ee. FBI ibs P 
Date; 7/19/63 
AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


ATR MATL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 





TO > DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 

roms) EGM sao, MILWAUKEE (92-164)-P 

SUBJECT : JOHN CHARLES“RIZZO, aka 
AR 


00: Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 7/13/63. 
-a WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL Referral/Direct 


b3 Fed.R.Crim.P. Rule 6fe)}: 
lA 


was served with a Federal 
Subpoena by agents of the M waukee Office to appear before 
[po 


toge ei ] ra rit) j je m 





Agents of the Milwaukee Office this past week have been utilized 
in the investigation of two bank robberies, the investigation 
of which has led to identification and apprehension of one of 
the bank robbers involved. 


One of the principle informants of the Milwaukee Office has not 
been in a position 66 abtain any information of recent date, 
due to extended absense from the Milwaukee Division. 


x | j 
3-Bureau (92-5012) (AM) REGA Q} Le oe 
Fi (92-164) AOR E A 
(5) A Nie 





we JUL 22104 : bIC 


€ 
Approved: _- Ss Sent 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL : 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
ce a sn 5 ep ac I a a tt heh A eg a a ee ee ees ete os 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: SAC, MILWA . (92-164) (P) 
| SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLE breve, aka 
AR 


OO: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 7/19/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Detective » Racine PD, on 
71/22/63 advised SA that one of his 
sources had informe im at an individual believed to be 


JOHN RIZZO had been observed on several oceasions during the 
evening hours at one of the better known Racine eating 
establishments. On these occasions he was either met by or 
in the mpany of several men who were unknown to Detective 
source. It was believed that these men were 
possibly from out of town, either Kenosha or Milwaukee, Wis. 


Detective [pointed out that it was unlike ` RIZZO 2... |f 
n 


to freque any public spot in the area and it could be that 
RIZZO is either in the process of negotiating some new 


business venture or it is an effort on RIZZO!s part to become 
more identified with community activity that he was previously 


inclined to do. 


On 7/26/6 PCL (protect), advised SA 
hat followng E 
ppearance berore the Federal Grand Jury atl §.—«—a«t'—s—sSs 


yhich would be about — o —ăě  — lnearā that =Z]. 










oka 
‘3)~- Bureau (AM l 
2 - Mi} uated (5) a JUL 29 1962 
Komon a | 





Special Agent in Charge 
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On his return to Kenosha, he met AL ALBANA at Greco's 
Restaurant and the two then reportedly went next door to 


ne prer > b Ne Kenosns steleomBars D anere ALBANA anc 


b3 Fed.Crim.P. Rule 6(¢6) 


Approved: a a DE rr, Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following in 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
a AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 
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Vi 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
ey e a a a i nO a a A yen gee ae E 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM : SAC, B. (92-164) -P - 
/ SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
A 


R 
00O; Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 7/27/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 8/1/63 Detective EEEE Special Detail, 
ine PD sed that for at least three days the ear of 
had been observed in the parking lot located near [>° 
the Mid Town Hotel, Racine and it did not appear that the me 
tomobile had been moved or used. ih a A that 
had not recently been observed aroun cine in the 
areas he has customarily frequented. 


spot checks at RIZZO's residence, Racine County, Pi 
Wisconsin by members of the Racine PD and Bureàu Agents have P 
failed to locate presence of any automobiles of individuals / — / 
lg Milwaukee "group" who are associates or friends of oe 

RI? Se 


C3 Bureau (AM) 


2 - Milwaukee 


w PSO “YS 


be 
DIC 


eo EX-103 





Approved: f Sent __ Per 
Spectal/Agent in Charge 
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Date: 8/12/63 


AIR MAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: $ SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
SUBJEQOT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka. 
a Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to the Bureau dated 8/3/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


LIAU ETSER" CONE PCI, on 8/3/63, advised that_on 8/2/63 
VELLI, JOHN RIZZO's associate, —_— —ć |] 





[ __jon 8/8/63, advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that he had 
no information indicating that the gambling operation of WILLIAM b7D 
"WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO has resumed at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 


Clerk in the U. S. District Courts Office, 
EDW, Milwaukee, advised SA on 8/9/63, that 
there was no indication that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO had made oe 
inquiry or application for a travel visa to leave this country. ~| 
By way of explanation, information has been received by the 
Milwaukee Division that certain individuals connected with 
gambling activities in the Kenosha area have been contemplating 


leaving the United States on various trips. According] the 
name of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO was checked with OE 
G- Bureau (92-5012) (AM) Rre 3 Fa. 2 OLA, Yb 


2 = Milwaukee (92-164) 






5) a l <% o AUS 13 18583 
A , Z 
Baaai ke 
ker 
wa Tae 
Approved: ———— Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 


FROM: SP SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164) -P- 
f, 
1 \ SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES’ RIZZO, aka 
AR 


| OO: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 8/12/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Detective[ _—_  —ć = ] Special 
Detail, Racine Police Department, advised on 8/14/63 ee 
that SYLVESTER JAROGSKI, new owner of the 12th Street : 


Tap, Racine, Wisconsin, had been periodi served 
WILLIAM COVEL and JOHN RI n eir gam ng 


operation which they had operated in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
JAROGSKT in the past has also been observed on at least 
one occasion by Bureau Agents to pick up JOHN RIZZO 

at his residence. 








Detective stated that it was b6 
believed that JAROGSKI and were frequenting °’° 
the race tracks in the Chicago, Illinois area together. 


On 8/13/63,[___—siJadvised SA JOHN »7> 
H. GASSAWAY that he:has heard very little concerning 
RIZZO and COVELLI,.but' he doés know that they have 
not re-opened their ganibling joint in Kenosha. 
REG- 2A 


wits A sogu Fg 
6}. Bureau (godin) Cain) Le ab 4A Be Via : 
- Milwaukee (92-164), 2, ¥. > o bTC 


+ + 


m a a fic 
- ee ee 


TMR —— 

afew OL 

Sp) 

et A DÒ Y , L a ~ r 

-n Approved: =c a Sent —— ——  — Af (i S 
fai Special Agent in Charge 7 
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DATE +i INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


8/20/63. | 6/27/63 - 8/8/63 


REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 


sat jb 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


MILWAUKEE 


REPORTING OFFICE : 
MILWAUKEE 
TITLE OF CASE 








JOHN CHARLES “RIZZO, aka. 
AR ae 


REFERENCES 
x Report of SAÇ | Mit waukee, 7/6/63; 


Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 7/8/63; 
} Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 7/13/63; 
A Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 7/27/63; 
an Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 8/3/63; 


Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 8/12/63. 
- P- 7 
ENCLOSURES a 1 


To Bureau - Original and one copy of letterhead memorandum 
reflecting characterizations of informants 
utilized in this report. 
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MI 92-164 
LEADS 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 
At Kenosha, Wisconsin b6 


l. Will maintain contact with[ | PCI, who has 
knowledge of gamblers and gambling activities in that area. 


2. Will also maintain contact with[ |] if available, in- »7D 
asmuch as informant has been seriously ill, 


3. Will maintain contact wita | PCI, of Kenosha, bé 
HIC 


Wisconsin. 
b7D 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


1. Will maintain contact with Special Detail, Racine Police De- 
partment, for information that they might have developed re- 
garding any of RIZZO's contacts, associates and activities in 


that area. 
2. Will endeavor to develop information concerning the activities 
of a former associate of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO. pe 
3. Wi he current activities of _ 
of JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Will maintain contact with[ as well as other informants 7p 
and logical sources for the purpose of developing additional in- 
formation regarding RIZZ0O's current activities, associates and 
possible plans to reenter gambling activities. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Information regarding the alleged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" 
COVELLI has been reported in COVELLI's file, and the Bureau has 
been apprised of all developments in the case entitled "WILLIAM 
COVELLI, aka. IGA," Milwaukee File 162-49, Bureau File 162-777. 


ee 
COVER PAGE 
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Reference to ANTHONY BIERNAT relates to an investigation being 
conducted by the Milwaukee Office and wherein BIERNAT, who was 
a local jukebox operator of only moderate means in Kenosha, 

Wisconsin, was abducted at approximately 10:15 p.m. on January 
7, 1963, at Kenosha, by three or four unidentified assailants. 
Investigation in the BIERNAT matter is being carried under the 
caption "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka. AR," Milwaukee File 92-257, 
Bureau File 92-4690. 


Referral/Direct 





INFORMANTS 


MI T-1 | contacted on different occasions by SAs ALBERT 7? 
B, KNICK an HN H, GASSAWAY, 


MI T-2 is PCL (requested), contacted on different »° 


b7D 


MIE T-3is| | BCI, contacted by SAL.  ě ěžě þe 
L |] ree 
pD 
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u® ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Oo: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b6 
oe 
Copy to: 1 ~ USA $ Milwaukee 
Report of SA a Ofic: MILWAUKEE 
Date: Augus 205 
Field Office File No: MI 92~164 Bureau File No: 92-5012 
Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
Character: ANTI-~RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: as Racine, Wisconsin, aera 
‘at gambling game operated at Kenosha, sconsin by - 


_  , “WILLIAM "“WEISER"\COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO, reportedly | 

hi out of work due tdé-closing of Marine Bar, Racine, Wis. 
RIZZO by various sources reportedly frequenting race ` 
tracks in Chicago, Illinois area, WILL -COVELLI, — 
associate of RIZZO, stated he had been offeréd a job 
at Las Vegas, Nevada but was not interested, although 
he was interested in an offer to go to the Bahamas, 
where organized gambling was just getting started. 


ee ae 


DETAILS : At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


MI T-~1 on June 27, 1963 advised SA JOHN H., GASSAWAY that 
he believed WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO were possibly 
still booking but not at the race tracks, which JOHN 
RIZZO has been said to be frequenting in the Chicago, 
Illinois area, MI T-1 stated that he believed that a 
book which was possibly in operation in the Kenosha, 
Wisconsin area belongs to COVELLI and RIZZO, 


The Milwaukee Journal, a local daily and Sunday publica- 
tion, dated July 10, 1963 contained an article setting 
forth information attributed to MORTIMER M, CAPLIN, 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, in which CAPLIN said 
that RIZZO realized about $96,611 from gambling during 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and 
its contents-are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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the six years between 1956 and 1961. CAPLIN stated that RIZZO 
reported $39,594 and failed to report an additional #57 1013. 
CAPLIN stated that it had been determined that RIZZO made $6,973 
from Eam an in 1956 instead of $4,687 as he reported, $12,318 
instead of $4,600 in 1957, $10,490 instead of $4,762 in 1958, 
$13,480 instead of $6,445 in 1959, $25,900 instead of $8,145 in 
1960 and $27,450 instead of $10,955 in 1961. The Internal Revenue 
Service has assessed Estra Federal Income Taxes of $18,361 which 
includes civil fraud penalty of $912 for the year 1957. 


MI T-1 on July 24, 1963 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that the al- 
leged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI which was supposed to 
have occurred June 6, 1963 at Kenosha, Wisconsin, has become a 
"joke" among the hoodlums and that they feel it was definitely 
just a way of trying to ease some of the harassment COVELLI had 
been receiving from the federal law enforcement agencies as well 
as local law enforcement agencies. 


MI T-1 further advised that RIZZO was still spending a good part 
of his time going to the race tracks in the Chicago, Illinois area 
and was believed to be going there practically every day. 


MI T-1 on August 8, 1963 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that he had 
no information indicating that the gambling operation of WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO had resumed at Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
b6 
At Kenosha, Wisconsin b7C 


MI T-3 advised | ee on July 3, 1963 that he 
has heard nothing new regarding the plan of COVELLI and RIZZO 
concerning extending gambling coverage in the Kenosha, Wisconsin 


area. It was originally reported that there was to be a central 
source of gambling information to be handled by COVELLI and RIZZO, 


oe 5, 1963 advised SAs ss || Ses 
that he has not seen nor heard of- C O 
being around Kenosha in recent times. MI T-2 stated that RIZZO 
might have made a brief visit to the Kenosha area but has not 
been seen on the "west side" where most of the gamblers frequent. 
He stated he did hear Captain a (7 the Kenosha 
Police Department state that he had seen at the track in 
on July 3, 1963. MI T-2 stated he heard Captain 
tell this to AL ALBANA, He further stated he does 
not believe that COVELLI and RIZZO are operating a new “approved" 
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gambling game although the Italian element on, ithe west side of 


3. tr 
Kenosha are stili having gambling games of a "fptendiv ais 6(e} 
O 


was served W a Yrederal subpoena by Agents or the 
TLlwaukee Office, which subpoena requested [id apnearance 
ederal Grand Jury on| = iat 


uly 26 and August 2, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA 
that following] === C“‘(‘OCOC#dappearance before = ,,; 
the Federal Grand Jury atl  |which would be BE 
about | 
b7c 


1963 MI T~2 advised SA 





At Racine, Wisconsin 


Detective[___ ther t= De i 
on | 1 | ey ELA 3 advi 

aan oo ee Lay the Letter ml e 
previously e by y aea a LLI ang JOHN RIZZO at Kenosh 3 JOHN Kenosha, Ta 


Os Li 


Detective S Detail, Racine Police Depart- P 
ment, advised § on July 12, 1963 that ae 
at the gambling game previously 


a aT 
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operated by WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO at Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
was still unemployed. 


PETER CEPUKENAS, have in 
e past operated a number of tavern ame ie 
ividuals have been known to 
— who have in the past both been acquainted with or 7 
associated with JOHN RIZZO, According to representatives of the 


Racine Police Department PETER CEPUKENAS died in early 1963. 


On July 12, ee Bureau of Identification, 

Racine Police Departmen u ed the following arrest record 

of date of birth 
was described as a white male: 


Date of Arrest Charge Disposition 





LSE yp Pumnshed the following arrest record on PETER 
PAUL CEPUKENAS, JR., residence 1211 - 10th Street, date of birth 
January 3, 1914, Racine, Wisconsins: 


Date of Arrest Charge Disposition 
3/18/31 Petty Larceny Report to court 
9/5/37 Operating Auto 5 days 

Without Driver's 
License 
7/22/38 —- Gambling Dismissed by DA 
ouse 
6/27/44 Operating Auto $15.00 
Without Driver's 
License 
path Parking Violation Paid $7.22 
7/17/5 2h Arterial Violation Paid $15.00 
8/20/58 Parking Violation Paid $7.22 
5/29/59 Parking Violation Paid $7.22 
2/28/61 Speeding Paid $25.00 
5/13/61 Speeding Paid $40.00 
10/15/62 Snow Emergency Paid $7.50 
2/15/62 Operating Unregistered Paid $10.00 
Vehicle 


ma Abe a 
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Detective —_—ć = ě ž |] a Depart- 
ment, on July 22, 1963 advised SA that one 
of his sources had informed him that an individual believed to 

be JOHN RIZZO had been observed on several occasions during the 
evening hours at one of the better known Racine eating establish- 
ments. On these occasions he was either met_by or in the company 
of several men who were unknown to Detective ource, 

It was belleved that these men were possibly from out of town, 
either Kenosha or Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


Detective L pointed out that it was unlike RIZZO to fre- 
quent any public spot in the area and it could be that RIZZO is 
either in the process of negotiating some new business venture 
or it is an effort on RIZZO's part to become more identified with 


community activity than he was previously inclined to do. Dé 


bic 
On July 27, 1963 Detective Special Squad, Racine 
Police Department, advised tha a local gambler, 
who at one period sometime back had an Interest in JOHN RIZZO's 


gambling game at Kenosha, had on approximately June 16, 1963 
been denied a bartender'ts license "Lo pointed Committee of 
na 


the City of Racine Common Council. pointed out that had 
obtained such license, that i probability there would 
ave been gambling or booking wherever{[ ] might become employed. 


On August 1, 1963 Detective 
ment, advi A 







Racine Police Depart- 
at the at least three days 








the car of a een observed in the parking lot 
Located near the own Hotel, Racine, and it did not_appear 
that the au ad been moved or used. Detectivel  ] 
stated that [Thad not recently been observed around Racine 
in the areas that he has customarily frequented. 


Spot checks of JOHN RIZZO's residence on Emnertson Road in 
Racine County, Wisconsin, by members of the Special Detail, 
Racine, Wisconsin Police Department and by Bureau Agents have 
disclosed that RIZZO spends considerable time around his home. 
These spot checks have failed to disclose the presence of any 
cars or individuals who are currently known to be members or 
associates of "The Outfit" in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


w G$ m 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
August 20, 1963 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 





Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 
Reference Report of SAL __ | er 
dated and captioned as above, 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 








r 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


In Reply, Please Refer 
a fer to August 20, 1963 





JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANT I-~RACKETEERING 


The a aaemmmcmarmcama ? of informants used in the b6 
report of SA dated and captioned as above: bic 


MI T-l] is | 











MI T-3 is 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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eoo FBI 


Date: 8/26/63 








Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) i 
i AIR MAIL | 
= (Priority or Method of Mailing) l 
a a a a mae at neers ee er oe ee 
Pe 
i TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FRM A> SAC, MILWAUKEE (92-164 )-P 
r 
SUBJECT : JOHN CHARLEY RIZZO, aka 
AR 
00: Milwaukee 
b6 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 8/19/63. bIC 
b7D 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 8/23/63 if I TT] 
Squad, Racine PD, advised that they had interviewed 





On 8/23/63 Government attorneys in Washington, D. C., made : 
available information on the Federal Tax Delinquency Case against 
JOHN RIZZO of Racine, who is charged with failing to report all 

of his income from gambling. 


An answer to RIZZO's tax court petition protesting an extra tax 
assessment of $18,361, including fraud penalties of $912, sald he 
operated a Milwaukee gambling establishment at 1240 North Astor 
street. 





RIZZO was,linked to the Milwaukee place for 1957 only although 
the assessment involves the years 1956 through 1961, The 
fraud penalty was for 1957. 


C3 Burebu {92-5012) h a ert: 18 TELA Q 






YMilwaukee C 
KTB:sbt 


(4) 3 fiv FX-103 s12 AUG 27 1982 


a eet éi 18604 


Approved: 
Special Agent in Charge 
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| 
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Transmit the following in 








(Type in plain text or code) 


wig (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
SOE E EEE yp ae EE ae ee eae 
MI 92-164 
The answer also said that RIZZO realized total gambling profits 
of $12,318 at the Milwaukee address in 1957 and failed to account 
for $7,714. 
For all 6 years thé Internal Revenue Service said RIZZO realized | 
about $96,611 from gambling but reported only $39,594. | 
On motion pee eee the court ordered be 
that the case be tried in Milwaukee. a 
a ee 
i 
Approved: ———————— —— ———— DEn nM Per 





Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 


Date: 9/ 3/ 63 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIRTEL AIR 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


QO: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 8/26/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


CHARLES RIZZO, 1906 Emmertsen Road, Racine County. 


On es a | (protect), advised 
[_|not seen 1240 in the Kenosha, Wis. area for some 





On 8/30/63 D Special Detail, Racine PD, 
advised SA that as of approximately 
11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 27, 1963, the station wagon of 


WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI was observed at the residence of JOHN 


een I ce need eet ect re eee Tene emer ec Y PRS E FOES OER MRIS ECE EMRE Ta me RE ee ES Ss et aes ere 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
FROM: SAC, MILWA ; (92-164) P 
SUBJECT: TON CHARLES-RIZZO, aka 


me b6 


and has heard that he is still going to the race tracks in the b7¢_ 


Chicago, Illinois area on a regular basis. 





3 “3 REC- 44 4 
pas Baan (AM) $ Jegi 2 
2 ~ Milwaukee \ tein, a 


rc a gutti S SEP 4 1963 








C ©. “Wick 2G 
Ll? Sep sy stoed S - 
Āpproved; Sent m M Per 


Spedial Agent in Charge 


b7D 
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® FBI $ | 

| 

| 

Date: 9/18/63 | 

| 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIR MAIL l 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


Transmit the following in 





-e e a e e e e e e e e A D S S S E e e eE A E ee ee ee ae ae ee eee eee eee 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) 
rron djed GL MILWAUKEE (92-164) - P 


JOHN CHARLES Rizo, aka 
AR 


00O: MILWAUKEE 
(a) Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 9/3/63 


SUMMARY AIRTEL 


C PCI (protect) on 9/6/63 advised that D6 
WILLIAM COVELLI had gone to Racine, Wis. on 9/5/63 to cabaret, b7¢ 
but Informant did not know with whom COVELLI went to Racine rae 
or whom he might have contacted there. Informant further Le 


advised that COVELLI never mentions the name of JOHN RIZZO | 
or anything concerning RIZZO's current activities. ‘. 


PCI, advised SA) ont 
9/6/63 that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO were stillb7c 
not operating in Kenosha, Wisconsin and gambling in Kenosha bYD 
was all local in nature. 


PCI, advised on 9/6 and 9/13/63 that JOHN bpe 
RIZZO has not been seen around Kenosha, Wis. for some lengthb’c 
of time. b7D 


Detectives[L__ lana [ Special Detail, 

Racine P.D., on 9/13/63, advised that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 2i, 
and JOHN RIZZO were not known to be meeting in the Racine, 
Wis. area with any degree of frequency. They advised that 
according to their sources JOHN RIZZO is not known to have 
resumed his game in the Kenosha area. 5f 
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(3) - Bureau (92-5012) (AM) G21 a ile ies 
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CaN p | bai ada 
a GB oe 5 Lee PE 
Approved: ka Sent ee M Peri 


9; Speeill' Agent i in“ Charge 








y Tate ee a -= == os —-_ 
+ 
r 


FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 
® PBI ô 


Date: 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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On 9/17/64, Petective _—__— |] Special Detail, Racine, ee 
Wis. P.D., advised that JOHN RIZZO had been followed by | 
members of the Special Squad of the Racine P.D. during the 
morning of 9/17/63, but in a short time RIZZO had alluded 
the surveillance in a congested traffic area, 


On 9/18/63, Chief LEROY JENKINS, Racine P.D., advised that 
he had received information which indicated that JOHN RIZZO 
has been periodically laid up for the last couple of weeks 
due to an affliction similar to the gout. RIZZO was said to 
be somewhat restricted in his physical activity, although he 
appears to get about on a limited basis. 


Approved: _W- See Sent LLM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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SAC, neste aan October 3, 1965 


REC 14 | 
Director, FBI (92-5012) mas 5 Eu 





JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR + 


G0: HILVAUKEE 





Reference is made to your communication dated 9/27/65 transmitting 
C] negative(s) Fa film [_] photograph(s) [—] document(s) 
o 


pertaining to the above-captioned matter, 


In accordance with your request [_] film has been developed 


c= C] enlargement(s) made 
= i C] positive copy made 
ao . bird print(s) made 
[_] slide(s) made 
ae Berne gative(s) made 


3 [_] Photostats made 


. - The above is attached 
l [_] being sent under separate cover, via [_] registered mail 
CO REA Express 
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UNITED STATES GO NMENT 


Memorandum 





DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) DATE: 9-27-63 
FROM. m (pe MILWAUKEE (92-164) (P) 
SUBJECT: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 
AR 


OO: MILWAUKEE 





There is being enclosed herewith, a strip of 16 mm 
colored film which was made available by officers 
of the Special Detail, Racine, Wisconsin, PD, 

The Racine, Wisconsin PD by reason of limited nature 
of their equipment cannot make any satisfactory 
enlargements for their own use or to make enlargements 
available to the Milwaukee FBI Office. 


In the film referred to, there are the images of 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, subject of Milwaukee case 
entitled "JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka AR" and also the 
image of one of the members of the Special Detail, 
Racine PD. RIZZO is dressed in g a sport coat. 


It is requested that two pegat fes be prepared 

of RIZZO as well as eight’ photographs. One negative 

has been requested by the Racine, Wisconsin PD 

and will be furnished to that department when made 
available by the Bureau. mal 


The 16 mm film is to be returned to the Racine PD 

by the Milwaukee Office. If convenient, it is © 

suggested that one enlargement of approximately 

5" by 7" be made to include both the individuals 
—sriown in the film, and which enlargement may be turned 

over to the Racine PD to aid the Special Detail 

in establishing build, size, posture, ete., of RIZZO 

for convenience of that department in conducting 

future surveillances A15 


ack neck Oe C- Bureau (92-5012 Y (Encl. 1) o olafsk, 
E A Merk 1 ~ Milwaukee (92~ pen) - fo Yalaz H&L 
l Fa? EFP:cef 14 T E 
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It is to be noted that the Racine PD has been extremely 
cooperative with the Milwaukee FBI Office in this as well 
as other matters, and that there are three National Academy 
men on that department who have rendered assistance in 
numerous Bureau investigations. 
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UNITED STATES GOVgaRNMENT 


Memorantum | ® 


DIRECTOR, FBI (92-5012) pate: 10/7/63 
ATTN: SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


FROM ~ bn MILWAUKEE (92-164) -P- 


SUBJECT: i CHARLES = aka 
O00: MILWAUKEE 


Re Bureau Letter to Albany, dated 9/10/63, re 
Criminal Intelligence Program, Hoodlum Album, 


In keeping with instructions concerning this 
program, two photographs of subject. and one negative 
are being forwarded to the Bureau. These photos were 
obtained from a 16 Millimeter colored film furnished by 
the Special Detail, Racine, Wisconsin Police Department, 
and which film was taken in August, 1963. Subject's des- 
cription, FBI Number, and time photo was taken is indicated 
On each photo, 


D 


N ale le L REC 14 GR ~ D Ad -E2 


3/- Bureau (Enc. 3 mas pees eee 
- Milwaukee (1 = a 1 a | 
T ale rae s OCT 9 196) 
EFF /sve — 
(5) oe 
&,, 














| pe (Rey 5-1-59} 
¥ 7 


> 





+t 


© BUREAU OF INSTIGATION E 


FEDERAL 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 


Wilwaukee Milwaukee 11/20/63 
“TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 
| SA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
AR 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


8/23/63 - 11/14/63 
TYPED BY 


bs 











6j 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 








REFERENCES cy. 1 cr 


Report i a | 8/20/63, at Nidwaukee; 
Milwaukee airtel To Bureau, 6/63; 


Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 9/3/63; 

Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 9/18/63; 
Milwaukee letter to Bureau, 9/27/63; 
Milvaukee letter to Bureau, 10/7/63. 


Í 
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2 ii 
Pa ENCLOSURES 


To Bureau: Original and one copy letterhead memorandum / 
reflecting characterizations of informants F 
utilized in this report. 


7 4 ed i ee ee SS SS 
at fe: SPECIAL AGENT 
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1 USA Milwaukee 
3 Milwaukee (92-164) 
a aii 
Eora 
DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT NOTATIONS 
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LEADS 
THE MIL; AUKGE DIVISION: 
At Kenosha, Wisconsin: bs 
b7c 


1, Will maintain contact vith | any PCL, vho b7D 
has knowledge of and contact with gamblers and gambling 
activities in that area, 


2. Will also maintain contact with[ ě ] if available, b7D 
inasmuch as informant has been seriously ill, 


3. Will maintain contact vith sd PCI, of >. 
Kenosha, \isc., for further information whichshe might _,, 
possess, 


Lt Racine, Wisconsin: 


l. Will maintain contact vith Special Detail Racine Police 
Department tor additional information that they might have 
developed regarding any of RIZZO's contacts and associates. 


2. Will endeavor t dditional information concerning °°. 
the activities of a former associate of JOHN | 
CHARLES RIZZO, 


3. Will maintain contact withD OoOO ë O PCI, for p 
additional information he has been able to develop indicat- prc 
ing that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO is or is not maintaining contactp7D 
with knovn gamblers in the Kenosha and Racine, Wisc., area, 


4, Will through| sd éecre, endeavor to ascertain’? | 


whether Subject RIZZO is currently "booking." a 


at Hilwaukee, Wisconsin: 


Vill maintain contact i, E well as other b7D 
informants and logical sources for e purpose of develop- 

ing additional information regarding RIZZO's current 
activities and his possible contacts made at Milwaukee, 


WiSC. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


information regarding the alleged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" 
COVELLI has been reported in COVELLI's file, and the Bureau has 
been apprised of all developments in the case entitled "WILLIAM 
COVELLI, aka, IGA," Milwaukee File 162-49, Bureau File 162-777, 


Reference to 4NTHONY BIERNAT relates to an investigation being 
conducted by the Milwaukee Office and wherein BIERNAT, vho was 
a local jukebox operator of only moderate means in Kenosha, 
nisc., vas abducted at approximately 10:15 Pil on 1/7/63, at 
Kenosha, by three or four unidentified assailants, Investiga- 
tion in the BIERNAT matter is being carried under the caption 
"JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka. AR," Milwaukee File 92-257, Bureau 
File 92-4690, 


Detectives[ sama L____} Special Squad, 





Racine PD, have advisec at officers of their department had 
b6 
i : BIC 
as shotn a desire to cooperate Wii za DID 
enforcement orricers in determining the extent of gembling 
j i w renosha, Wisc area 
has appeared very cooperative and has furnished information ox 
some consequence in connection with the Milwaukee Criminal 
Intelligence Program, Milwaukee File 92-145, as well as furnish- 
ing information on matters pertaining to other gambling cases 
currently under investigation. 
Ls b7D 









pecial De 


T the IT, 
| [entity not be divulged. 
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INFORMANTS 
MI T-1 is|___,| contacted on different occasions byb7p 
Sàs JOHN I, GASSAWAY and ALBERT B. KNICKREHM; 


Pp 


MI T-2 | E PCI (requested), contacted on __ 
Lana DID 
HI T-3 is C*dSC As | 
MI T-4 is PCL (requested) contacted 
by SAS SHONUAY ana | 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 USA Wilvaukee 


Report of =§ Ss SAL___ Offic: Milwaukee b7C 
Date: November 20, 1963 


Field Office File No. MI 92-164 Bureau File No.: 92-5012 
Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING 

Synopsis: JOHN C. RIZZO not observed for some time in Kenosha, 


Wise,, area nor, according to most informed sources, 
known to be gambling or cperating in Kenosha, Subject 
reportedly continued to frequent the race tracks in the 
Chicago, Ill., area, WILLIAM "VEISER" COVELLI, former 
gambling partner of RIZZO, never mentions name of 
Subject, but information from other sources shows them 


in contact, sometimes be 
ho used to BIC 
participate in Ki s and COVILLI's game_at Kenosha, b7D 








elieved identical vith one 

Subject RI nov 
driving nev 195 incoln automobile. One source advised 
that certain gamblers at American Notors Corp., Kenosha, 
Wisc., "laying off" with RIZZO. This not yet confirmed 
by other sources, 





mD 


At Milwaukec, Wisconsin: 


MI T-1 advised Si JOHN H. GASSAVAY, sugust 30, 1983, that 
he has heard very little concerning JOHN RIZZO and WILLISM 
"EISER" COVELLI, but he does knor that they hav/reopened 
their game in Kenosha, wisconsin, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The Hilwaukee Journal," a local Milwaukee daily nervs- 
paper, dated ugust 23, 1963, carried an article which 
read in part: 


"Government attorneys Thursday provided additional 
details of their Federal tax delinquency case 
against John C, Rizzo, 52, of Racine, vho is 
charged vith failing to report all of his income 
from gambling. 


"An ansver to Rizzo's tax court petition, protest- 
in g an extra tax assessment of 918,361, including 
fraud penalties of 3912, said he operated a 
lilvaukee gambling establishment at 1240 North 
Astor Street. 


"The Racine man, who is the older brother of 
Sam Rizzo, Racine labor leader, vas linked to 
the Milvaukee place for 1957 only, although the 
assessment involves the years 1956 through 1961, 
The fraud penalty vas for 1957, 


"The ansver said Rizzo realized total gambling 
profits of 12,318 at the Milwaukee address in 
1957 ana failed to account for $7714. 


"For all six years, said the Internal Revenue 
Service, Rizzo realized about $96,611 from 
gambling but reported only $39, 594. cae. 


"On motion of Floyd J. Marenda, Milwaukee, Rizzo's 


attorney, Judge Norman O., Tietjens of the Tax 
Court ordered that the case be tried in Milwaukee," 


At Kenosha, wisconsin: 


HI T-2 on August 29, 1963, advisea sål o ě  ě ě lthat »s 


he has not seen JOHN RIZZO in the Kenosha, \iisconSin, area 


for some time but has heard that RIZZO is still going to the 


race tracks in the Chicago, Illinois, area on a regular 
basis. 
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fil T-3 advised &.\ , on September 6, Pe 

19353, that WILLIAM "VEISE ÆOVULLI and JOHN RIZZO were ae 
Still not operating in Sonn, wisconsin, and gambling in «=~ ` 
Kenosha vas all local in nature, ~~ ~~ ~ 


MI T-2 on September 6, 1963, advised SA[ — [that VILLIAM 6 
COVELLI had gone to Racine, wisconsin, the day before to p7c 
cabaret, but informant did not knov the purpose or vith 

whom COVELLI vent to Racine, MI T-2 stated that COVELLI 
never mentions the name of JOHN RIZZO or anything about 
RiZ40's current activities. 


Ui T- t 3, 1965, again advised SAL___Jand Så 

that JOHN RIZZO had not been observed 
around Kenosha, wisconsin, for some period of time nor vas 
there any indication that RIZZO had resumed his gambling b 
activities in that area, On September 13, 1963, MI T-2 b 
advised Sås and| that WILLIAM COVELLI had 
told him that on or about September 12, 1963, COVELLI had 
gone to \iaukegan, Illinois, to go to a "key club." Informant 
advised he did not know the nature of this place but presumed 
it was probably some type of a "gambling spot." Informant 
indicated that he would endeavor to ascertain further 
information concerning this "key club" and COVELLI's con 
nection with it. 


MI T-2 further advised that vhen WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN 
RIZZO formerly operated their "bi ame'' in Kenosha 
wisconsin 








pS 
DIC 
DD 


MI T-2 further stated that WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI had told 
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indication that this would be part of the operation vith RIZZO 
or that it had the approval or the "outfit" in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 

At Racine, wisconsin: 


On August 23, 1963, Detectives Jana 


Specis Detail, Racine, Wisconsin, Police Department, advised b6 
si| _lthat they had intervieved[ b7C 
| This person told Detectives|_—s-_—sfand[” id] 
“hor 3 TLE? OY Y: at Ody REAZAO rae T erind of Tno 


On August 30, 1963, tere Special Detail, Racine __ 
Police Department, advised Så that as of approximately ae 
11:30 AM on Tuesday, August 27, 1963, the station wagon of WILLIAN °S 
Mi RISER" COVE LLI had been observed at the residence of JOHN CHARLES 


RIZZO, 1906 imnertsen Road, Racine County. 


On September 15, 1953, Detectives and| __],,, 
Racine Police Departuent, advised at according to eir sources oe 
that VILLIAM COViLLI and JOIN RIZZO vere not known to be meeting 

in the Racine, Wisconsin, area in recent times, They advised that 
according to their sources JOHN RIZZO was not known to have resumed 


his “game” in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


On September 17, 1963, Detective[_ sds Special Detail, 
Racine, Wisconsin, Police Department, advised that JOHN RIZZO had a 
been folloved by members of their squad during the morning of 
September 17, 1933; hut in a short time RIZZO had eluded the sur- 
veillance in. a congested traffic area. 








On ae" 17, 1933, Detective | Cd advised SA 


on; the individual reterred to as cman undoubtedly | 


£. 
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On September 17, 1233, Chief of Police LuROY JENKINS (TA), 

Racine Police Departuent, advised that approximately one veek 

or ten days previous he had heard that Attorney 

had ee eee 2 vith an individual tho vas the head of the City of 
. i vas interceding in behalf 

at the gambling operation 

which had _ been run by RIZZO and COV: he Kenosha area, 

Attorney[ sd Mad stated that ‘tas really hurting 

Chief JENKINS stated tha 


and ould consider any type of job.” ; JENKIË 2 chat 
he had heard O ae noy driving a refuse truck for the 
City of Racine, 








On September 26, 19863, Detective[ advised that 
JOIN RIZZO has disposed of his 1957 Lincoln and has a new 19353 
Lincoln, dark green, which_has RIZZO's same Wisconsin 1963 license 


number 142766. Detective further stated that he has seen 
for COVLLLI and RIZZO ~orking as 
a city employee as a refuse collector in the Racine area, 


MI T-4 on October 14, 1933, advised that he had heard that three 
individuals yho vere taking kets at American Motors Corporation, 
Kenosha, \isconsin, were said to be laying off bets vith JOHN 
RIZZO and that Friday of each week is the big day for most of the 
action, According to HI T-4, these three men together handle 
approximately 31000 in bets each veek and keep $500, which is 
split among the three, According to the informant, this is allegedly 
a 325,000 a year operation, based on information he has heard, 
Informant further added that he had heard that JOHN RIZZO «as 
supposed to be booking $6000 . corth oi business each veel and 
handles most "lay offs” Lith 5% protection money, 


sgte ë o ë ë o ë ë: Racine, Wisconsin, Police Department, on 

Octob 31, 1963, advised that one of his sources had told him 

that had Lost 36700 recently through horse bets. Sgt. 
ted that his source had informed him that the money 

supposedly came either from Chicago, Illinois, or from JOHN CHARLES 

RIZZO, ras extremely unhappy inasmuch as when he loses he 

bas to pay a percentage of the losses, possibly 10% or more; 

hoviever, if he wins he gets a percentage of the take at vhich 

tine he is then playing with someone else's money. 

reportedly is spending time in Chicago, Illinois, periodically 


ffe 


eee æ 7 FX 
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a resumably in connecti wi is betting activities, Sgt. 
stated that cowes into the Leadopho 
Restaurant (phonetic) and goes into the back room a aac 


gives the owner money that was von during the day and 

does not hang around but immediately leaves if a police 
officer should be in the restaurant then, |__| stops to have a 
drink and immediately leaves, 


On a 8; tig Sgt. L ker Police Depart- 


= LG OF as that 
| telephone 
nuuber| __—sxy| vag takine horse bet action in the Racine area 


for| | | t—t—“(tisC*d‘C#iOS tic tho operates 
thefts in 
the past been known to be an associate, or for a period of tine 
to have b in business vith JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, Set. 












eved to have been published in Illingi Accordi Set, 
his source has stated that coding to 

25% of the vinnings and they pay 25% 

of the lossess. observed that this tied_in 


HHn information he had previously received in which 
vas reportedly the loser of 36700. 
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Ostober 12, 1963 





Date 


PRAK PETER DALISINIERI and JOMI RIZZO were observed 
talking together at a table risht next to the vegiatration 
desk in the dining roon of Tagzio's on Fifth. They woro 
opserved tozebner . during tho approximate period £330 to 


5315 perle during yhich Gino ansent had other business in 
this area. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
November 20, 1963 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
Fue No. 


Title JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report SA epee 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

In Reply, Please Refer to November 20, 1963 

File No. 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANTI -RACKETEERING 


Reference is made to the report of saf o 
dated and captioned as above at Milwautee. 


The following is a characterization of informants used in 
above-referenced report: 


iI TH#4 is 


This document contains neither recomendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SS ORANG r GE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE 1/28/64 11/5/63 _- 1/21/64 | 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY : 


D sl mp 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, aka 


AR 
| 
REFERENCES 
Report of SA 11/20/63 at Milwaukee. 
\ Milwaukee letter to Chicago 70/63. 
E. 
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K ENCLOSURES 


To the Bureau: Original and one copy of letterhead 
memorandum reflecting characterizations 
of informants utilized in this report. 


oy. 
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LEADS 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Cudahy, Wisconsin: 


Will interviewl __——s—————sdalleged to be employed by 

the Layton Pipe Co. to determine the reason w he has bé 
been sending money on a weekly bas es 
Hotel Nelson, Racine, Wisconsin. Loo as been 
deseribed by Ra ne Po a Department as a gambler and 

associate of | CCG the 
RIZZO-COVELLI crap games in Kenosha, sconsin. 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin: 

1. Will remain in contact with developed sources of infor- 
mation for current activities of gamblers and gambling 
activity in the area that might involve subject. 

2. Will continue efforts to determine gambling operation 
being conducted by subject and WILLIAM COVELLI in 
Kenosha or surrounding area, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 


Referral/Direct 


2. Will maintain contact with{| ___lana other 
developed sources for information regarding RIZZO!s 
current activities and association with the Milwaukee. | 
hoodlum element. l ee 


a: oa 
COVER PAGE 








MI 92-164. 


. At Racine, Wisconsin: 


b6 
l. Will interview ee | bIC 
Racine, for pertinent details of gambling activities 


of subject. 


2. Will maintain contact with Special Detail, Racine 
Police Department, for additional information on current 
activities and associates of subject, 


3. Will follow activities of[ | former associate ?°. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


The investigative period of this report has been extended 
to include informant information that was not available 
to the case agent previously assigned this case and who 
reported referenced report. 


On November 8, 1963 Bureau agents observed subject placing 
a call from exchange number 634-9486, which is a pay phone 


Located at the abandoned North Shore Depot, 1126 Wést Blvd., 
Racine, Wisconsin, 


On December 5, 1963 advised a b6 
that telephone number -2824 is listed to the General bic 
Insurance Company of America, 740 North Plankinton Avenue, °? 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


INFORMANTS 


MI T-lis[_sjeontacted by SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY, ° 


MI T-2 isl ______Jeontactea by SAs b6 
and b7C 
b7D 


~ Q ~ 
COVER PAGE 
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BIC 
MI T-3 is|____|econtacted by sat i y ġë O 


Þ7D 
MI T-} a 
requested). 


MI T-5 is PCI[ _—_——_—_—__sJeontacted by SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM, 


MI T-6 D N on by SAL o ë |] 

MI T-7 is contacted b sf e] 
and 

MI T-8 is D by SA [ 


= D* - 
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$.. STATES DEPARTMENT - {m ICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 
Copy to: 1 - USA, Milwaukee 
: bé 
l pre 
Report of: SA e Office: MILWAUKEE 
Date: January 20, 19 l 
Field-Office File No.: MI Q2- 16} Bureau File No.: 92- 5012 
Title: JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Charactet: ANTI ~ RACKETEERING 





Synopsis: JOHN G. RIZZO, maintains association with WILLIAM | 
NWETSERYCOVELLI but not in the Kenosha area. 
Informed source has advised that RIZZO was booking 
| in Racine but is not currently running any crap or 
| poker games, -Informed source has also advised that 
' JOHN RIZZO is. Wet the big man in the Racine~Kenosha -k 
| gambling picture but that a man by the name of o 
formerly from Chicago, is the big man in 
oe charge of the Racine-Kenosha gambling and that RIZZO 
sn, ae allegedly reports to[ __ | This has not yet been 
WW confirmed by other sources. ne ee 


association with gamblers and is booking horse bets 
__at Racine, Wis. | |Racine, Wis., 
\ ay commer a gambling game operated at Kenosha, Wis. 


by COVELLI.and RIZZO, arrested on gambling charge by 








DETAILS: 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 





On November Ds 1963 MI T-1 advised that JOHN RIZZO 
and BILI COW% I 





erT 
md d O 


~] 
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On November 6, 1963 MI T-5 advised that he had attended 

the races at Sportsman's Park in Illinois a couple of weeks 
ago and that he saw JOHN RIZZO at the track. He stated, 
however, that he did not Know whether or not RIZZO was 
booking at this track. MI T-5 also advised that he has 
not heard of any crap game being operated in northern 
Illinois and he has not heard anyone state that there 
would be a reopening of a crap game. 


On November 20, 1963 MI T-1 advised that both JOHN RIZZO 
and WILLIAM GCOVELLI would be in Milwaukee on Saturday to be 
attend the wedding of[__ — — =< ] BIC 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On November 18, 1963 MI T-3 advised that he could not 
conceive that JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI of the west 
side crowd in Kenosha would have completely dropped "craps" 
and poker gambling games in Kenosha in lieu of all of the 
money that is available in the Kenosha-~Racine area due to 
American Motors. 


On November 25, 1963 MI T-2 advised a 
Der had seen within the last couple o = 


ays at which time he stated that me 





On Januar L964. M -2 advised that persons t ne name 


03 b6 


Cd POM Racine, bvc 
Wisconsin have all been observed in the company a 


at one time or other at Greco's Restaurant. 
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MI T-2 also stated that 





Concerning "WEISER" COVELLI, MI T-2 advised that bE 
ot beard any more information pertaining to COVELL 2) b7C 
lag ee 


MI T-2 stated that the Kenosha townspeople, especially 

the west side gang, are overly concerned about the current 
John Doe proceedings because one of the state investigators 
is a former State Fire Marshal and is well aware of the 
gambling activities conducted in the past by RIZZO, COVELLI | 
and other west side gang members. 


Along these same lines, MI T-2 advised that fear continues 
to grip the people in Kenosha since the ANTHONY J, BIERNAT 
killing and that individuals feel that if a person such as 
BIERNAT can be abducted and killed the same thing might 
happen to them, 


MI T-2 also stated that[ as been away»: 
from Greco's Restaurant for the past several weeks for some b7c 
unknown reason but that AL ALBANA, a former doorman at 


the Kenosha crap game operated by RIZZO and COVELLI, still 
is a daily visitor at Greco's Restaurant. 


He also stated that has a prior visitor bé 
to the RIZZO-COVELLI craps game but that he was unable top7c 
recall with whom he had seen[ |other than local 
Kenoshans. 


AT RACINE, WISCONSIN 


On November 9, 1963 MI T-6 advised that JOHN RIZZO is not 

the big operator in Racine or Kenosha gambling circles but ne 
a man by the name of formerly from Chicago is b7C 
supposed to be the big man. MI T-6 stated that RIZZO 

is reportedly reporting to this man. 
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On November 13, 1963 MI T-7 advised that JOHN RIZZO has 
allegedly sold out to the Milwaukee hoodlum element and 

is going to Las Vegas, Nevada, The Milwaukee buyers are 
supposed to be three men and MI T-7 was able to obtain ie 
only one name and advised that this was a man by the name b7Cc 
of ee ( phonetic). MI T-7 stated that he did not 

know what RIZZO had to sell or the reason for RIZZO's 

going to Las Vegas. He also stated that these men from 
Milwaukee are supposed to have a gambling operation planned 
that will make the current Kenosha and Racine gambling 
operations look like peanuts, MI T~7 was very emphatic 

in describing these three men as being big — as 

pertains to gambling. 


MI T-7 stated 1 who is in partner- 
ship with E the | ~~ lana 
——— e ooa 


is 
conducting a large scale horse betting operation and also eur 
a foc Sis DOLD TIA S = rañ nA a=balatalar= 
from 
nd also from a 
bartender by the name or| | | from the College Inn. 
b6 
MI T-7 described [ss operation as follows: bic 
b6 
bIC 
b7D 
H 
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b6 
b7C 
b7D 
On November 19, 1963 pi gS, Special 
Details, Racine Police Department, advise 1at on November 
15, 1963 they had observed a black Oldsmobile, 1961, bearing 
Wisconsin registration parked in the driveway at 


JOHN RIZZO's home on Enmértson Road, Racine County, Wisconsin, bé 
Detective| _—s— {stated that RIZZO's car was gone and that a b7C 


tis * wie ped C2 te ae å - Sia oe tit ë =o ae f Š X 


Detective| falso advised that he and his partner made 


a pretext call at Tr ts Grocery Store on Douglas 
Avenue and was not working in the grocery 
store at this time but his wife was behind the counter, 
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that time | shed the following information to 
Detective 


Stated that he has 








lso advised that ve 


y visitor at various racing tracks i 
and a close associate of another ocal 


Racine gambler, 


On December 3, 1963 MI T~8 advised that there is a weekly 
gambling game be Avenue, Racine, pe 
cons nd is who also has bic 


waar SYLVESTER ealers and persons 
who control the game for 


MI T-8 stated that he articipated in these games and 

has observed a participant in these games ., 
and at one t e to the Washingto BIC 
address with and at this time made 

a statement about being "cleaned out" in a erap game at 
Kenosha, 
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direct telephone line or just associates in the Chicago 
area, 


On December 7, 1963 Detectives[ ss ann 
Special Detail, Racine Police Department, advised 
that during the early hours of this date they, in company 


with other officers of the Racine Police Department, had 
erved a search warrant on the premises a o 
lana had observed a number of men seated around a 


able playing cards with money in front of them, These 


individuals were arrested _ as inmates of a gambling house, 
The warrant was read tol ll a 
of the apartment, and she advised the raiding police 


officers that the game was under the direction of 
as he had requested the use of her apartment for 
the purposes of playing cards. 


Detective [_ __  |furnishea the names and aldresses of the 
E individuals who were arrested at the 
address: 




















BIC 
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During the course of the interviews conducted with the 
arrested gamblers advised that they had stated that 
the above group ha een playing cards as a group for some 
time and that they would take a cut from each pot of the game 
in order to pay for food and beverages for the evening's 
activity and that each individual questioned had refused to 
state the identity of the keeper of the game. 


at_RIZZOts home on Emmertson Road, Detectives and 
observed a vehicle bearing 1964 Wisconsin registration 

J5 parked in the driveway close to RIZZO's garage. Detective 

sta zistration check disclosed 
: eee 


On December 19, 1963 while conducting a routine seas f°: 





On December 31, 1963 JOHN RIZZO was observed as a passenger 

in a 1962 Chevrolet, white, bearing 1964 Wisconsin registration 
G19-815 in company with 

of questionable character, an were observe 
driving on County Highway 31, heading east toward Racine and 


subsequently they entered Rapids Drive. On this same date 
at a later 4 pepemeremenapares ( observed sitting in 
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a dark green Cadillac Convertible bearing Wisconsin 
registration[ _—_—si parked near his car in a public T 
parking 1 on Lake Drive and 5th Street, Racine, Wisconsin, o 
Detec | séddgddvised that this car » ecistered to | 


and that he is known to be a big and heavy horse 


ress 
bettor. He also advised that Wisconsin registration[ | 
is listed tof 


On January 7, 1964 MI f-4. advised that he had been a par- 
ticipant in the former RIZZO~COVELLI craps games at the 
former location of the 56th Street cigarette store in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin until the games were terminated in 
February of 1963. He stated that JOHN RIZZO was the big 
man behind the whole operation and that each night the 
game was held RIZZO would bring the money in for the game 
from Milwaukee, MI T-4 advised that if RIZZO was called 
out or was not present for the evening action WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI would take over and run the operation for 
RIZZO, MI T-4 also stated that COVELLI was receiving a per- 
centage of the craps game, 


MI T~ stated that 





MI T-4 advised that COVELLI told him that 
b6 





b7C 
BD 
On Januar 1964 MI T-7 advised that a person by the o 
name of is now handling some of the booking on | 





_ | _ ~ | 





b6 
MI 92-164 b7C 


operation for[ and. that 
action on a daily basis at places 
Demet and Valente, Wimpy's and then 
Demet and Valente's. MI T-7 stated 
these rounds on a daily basis between breakfast and lunch 
time and has to have his action into Demet and Valente's 
Bar by noon time, 


On January 21, 1964 Detectives[._—siJana[ sor 
the Racine Special Details, Racine Police Department, 
advised spends a considerable portion of each 
morning at Honest John's, a known hangout for gamblers 
where he is also booking horses. They also advised that 
they have received information from a confidential source 
that- lalso freguents the Coffee Cup, 811 Washington 
Avenue each morning and while at the Coffee Cup receives 
money from several individuals who are booking or who are 
known horse bettors. Detective[ _Jadvised that 

is now driving a 1963 — color brown, bearing 







is picking up 
e name of Inferno, 


1964 Wisconsin registration 


Doteotivo | ale advised that on January 11, 1964 
he and his partner had observed JOHN RIZZO'ts car parked 
in the 1800 block of North Main Street in Racine and had 
observed RIZZO walking south on North Main Street toward 
High Street, At this time RIZZO entered a phone booth 
on North Main at 11:10 a.m. and RIZZO was observed talking 
on the telephone and had a slip of paper in his hand. They 
advised that RIZZO left the booth at 11:49, entered his 
vehicle and drove off, They advised that the phone number 
at this pa is 634-9439, At a later hour Detective 
and observed subject's car, bearing 1964 
Sconsin registration N42-766 parked on Lake Avenue by 
Memorial Hall. RIZZO was observed walking towards the 
library and subsequently walked back to his vehicle at 
12:45 and started to get into his car but then crossed the 
street, walked around and then returned to his car at 1:09 
pem. At 1:13 p.m, he walked south on Lake Avenue to the 
YMCA at which time a white female arrived at i; . 
in a car bearing 1964 Wisconsin registration 
A white female wearing a blue and white checkered coat 
entered the boys entrance of the YMCA and eggs a E 
stated they observed a white Rambler bearing 1964 Wisconsin 


Li 
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registration| Perked on 8th Street which is the ee 
boys entrance side of the YMCA, Later on in the day an 
at 2:20 p.m. the above detectives stated that JOHN RIZZOts 

car was gone and they observed the above deseribed woman 

driving away in the Lark with several kids in the car. 


spotchecks of JOHN RIZZ0O's residence on Emmertson Road 
in Racine County, Wisconsin by members of the Special 
Detail, Racine Police Department and by Bureau agents 
have disclosed that RIZZO spends considerable time 
around his home. These spotchecks have failed to dis- 
close the presence of any cars or individuals who are 
currently known to be members or associates of "the 
Outfit" in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, | 
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on en STATES DEPARTMENT - a E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 





In Reply, Please Refer to January 28, 1964 
File No. 92~164. . 
Title JOHN CHRRLES RIZZO 
b6 
Character ANTI - RACKETEERING mis 
Reference Rep ort of SA 


dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please Refer to January 28, 1964. 
File No. 92~164 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANTI - RACKETERRING 


The following is a characterization of informants used in 
the report of SA[——s—s—séds hatte and captioned 
as above: 


MI T-1 is 


MI T-2 is 


MI T-3 is 


MI T-4 is 


MI T-6 is 
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SAC, Hilwaukee 2-7-64 
I} Director, FBI 


Jonn G a 
n 


Re report of SAL____ [lated 1-28-64. 


It is noted on page 3 of referenced report that 
an informant of your office has advised that Rizzo is not 
the biggest ganbling operator in the Racine or Kenosha 
area, but_is in fact reporting to an individual by the 
name of[  |£ormeriy from Chicago. 


You..chould follow this matter to determine 
if such a situation exists in the Racine and Kenosha area 
and if such an individual is uncovered, a separate case 
should be opened concerning that investircation. 


NOTE: Wisconsin informant advises individual by the name 
of out of Chicago is the big man in gambling circles 
acine and Kenosha area and_Rizzo reportedly operates 

under this individual known as 


oo Sa A J 
Yir a  MAK:sma 2” 
(4) 


Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
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Gale sssi + N meeer 
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a REFERENCES 


“Report of SA 1/28/64, at Milwaukee; 
Bureau letter to Milwaukee, 2/7/64; 


Chicago letter to Milwaukee, 1/29/64 (interoffice) 
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To Bureau 
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characterization of-informants utilized in this report. 
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current activities of gamblers who were regular participants 
in the former 212ZZ0-COVELLI crap game in Kenosha, 


Will continue efforts to determine if Subject is currently 
involved in any gambling venturcs in the Kenosha area, 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Will maintain contact with[__——sfor information concerning 
Subject's meeting with and associating with FRANK BALISTRIERI and... 
others of the Milwaukee Outfit. | 


WiLL attempt to develop information furnished by 

that Subject and WILLIAM “WEIZER" COVELLI have had a falling 
out and/or just staying away from each other due to the 
current Kenosha John Doe proceeding. 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


Will contact BIC 
Racine County, pertaining to trash and other items Subject 
disposes of on a weekly basis. 


“i11 maintain contact with the Special Detail, Racine Police 
Department, for additional information on current activities 
and associates of Subject in view of the fact that they conduct 
daily surveillances of Subject and his relatives in the Racine 
area, 


Will maintain contact with developed sources of information and 
endeavor to ascertain whether Subject is currently operating 

"a book" in the Racine area or is backing some other form of 
gambling operation. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
The Investigative Period of this report has been extended to 
include information received from an informant that was not 
availapie when referenced report was prepared, 
INFORMANTS 


MI T-1 is[ | contacted by SA JOHN H, GASSAWAY. p7p 
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MI T-2is[__| contacted by SACS i'd 
ur T-4 is eci) — — | contactea by SAL 


MI T-6 is perl ]contactea by SAL id 
MI T-7 is rcr L—_—_—_—— | contactea by SAT 
MI T-9 isL____—iJcontacted by Sat 
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o>» K STATES DEPARTMENT ric 2 
ae FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION o 

Copy fo: Ll - USA 9 lii lwaukee 

Report of SA apenas Office: Milwaukee os 

Date: Marc ; BC 

Field Office File Nos MI 92-164 Bureau File No: 92.5012 

Titles JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

Character: ANTI -RACKETEERING 

Synopsis: berer i to be connected with the Heavy be 
Construct Illinois, not identical with Subject, BIC 
JOHN RIZZO. Subject has not re-opened cra ame in Kenosha- b7D 









Racine area. Subiyect 





irom North Chicago not known to be involved in Kenosha 
gambiIing. Subject and former gambling associate WILLIAM COVELLI 
not being seen together in Kenosha at present time, apparently 
due to the Kenosha John Doe and may have had a falling out. 
spP 
DETAILS: 
At Chicago, Illinois 


of the Heavy Construction School of 


LnOIS, © or 448ton, Chicago, advised Sis DENNIS W, SHANAHAN 
and , on January 28, 1964, that bé 
was known to her, but he was never officially associated with bic 
this school By wav oj planation,| = — — J/stated that 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On January 30, pee MI T-2 advised that he was in the former 


Tropic 2. no G On nd Avenue. and that this club 
is mowed 
—______“_| or the Kenosha Vending Company, operated by i AN Bo 


COVELLI and RALPH GRECO. 


MI T-2 stated that he was in Mr. G's place on L- and = 
had observed what appeared to be a large pool table wi a 

green felt cover. He advised that he did not observe any 

equipment that would convert this pool table into a crap table, 

but he advised that the former COVELLI-RIZZO crap games were 

being held on a converted pool table, 


MI T-2 advised that he has not received any current information 
that would indicate that RIZZO or COVELLI would be leaving the — 
Kenosha-Racine area, 


: = at he was in the Kenosha Vending office on - 
and at that time there was no activity at ai 
e Kenosha Vending address. MI T-2 advised that there is no | 


indication that the former crap game has been resumed at the 
Kenosha Vending office, and stated that COVELLI has moved more 
vending machines, boxes, and other items into the area formerly 
used for the crap game; and at the present time there is 

no area available in which a gambling operation could be 

set up. T-2 stated that if a gambling operation were to he 
conducted in this room at the present time, all of the vending 
machines and related equipment would have to be placed out of 
doors. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On January 6, 1964, MI T-9 advised that 


MI T-9 stated that 














on 


On January 30, 1964, MI T-1 advised that on 
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February 2, 1964, MI T-1L advised that 


b7D 


On February 4, 1964,[ Layton 
Pipe Company, South Whitnall Avenue, Cudahy, Wisconsin, advised 
that had peen employed py their concern since 
Apri ; and had been let go as of this date, due to a bs 
slackening of contracts by the Layton Pipe Company. He advised pyc 
h last address for 

iss file indicated that he was 38 years old, born 
had no dependents, was a memper of the union, 
» was a good employee, and would be recalled 
as soon as the working conditions pick up in the spring. 






rt 


On February 7, 1964, MI T-1 advised that he had talxed to JOHN 
RIZZO, and at this time RIZZO stated that he and COVELLI were 
definitely not re-opening their crap game in Kenosha. 


On oe ` — MI T-L advised aa | 
DIO 


ad Bi zs 
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MHI T-1 advised that he had learned that when FRANK BALISTRI&RI 
made a visit of approximately four days to Hawthorne, California 
and stayed n ar oS there, there were approximately 
20 other men from different placesin the United States who vere 
there that same time. He stated he does not know the exact 


date, but he was sure it wa ig after the newspapers gave a 
good deal of publicity to either when he was first 


given publicity or at the Time of his testinony before the Senate 
hearing. 





MI T-1 said that he learned that BALISTRIERI was not registered 
at the motel and that a switchboard operator, by the nane of 

made a record of all long-distance calis made vy BALISTRIERI 
while th 2 said that BALISTRIERI, among other individuals, 
called _ a in Chicago, He aiso stated that he learned 
has an interest in a new bank in the Hawthorne, 
California area and also has large real estate holdings. 
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Date 







sed that he has been acquainted wi 
for approximately Tour years, and that 
they were in a business venture to promote and market a 
roduct called “The Blind Spot Mirror.” According to 
this. product had been patented and he had 
extended several thousands of dollars to [L_____—sidto 
get the mirror into production and on the retail market. 


He advised that the money was sent to [lon a 
weekly basis in amounts ranging rrom $25 to b00 and 
that [das to use this money for advertising 
and promoting the Blind Spot Mirror., 
stated that he last had contact with 
in [filwaukee during October, 1963 and since that time 
he has not heard from | Pana does not know where 
is living. i 


He stated. that he thought his money was being used by 
to further the business venture,’ se a has 
no lmowledge of [sd using this mo bling. 


February 11, -1964-. 


. He also stated that he does not know if 
associating with gamblers, and he does not know m F 


is a gambler. 


[statea that he does not know JOHN RIZZO and he has 
n 


eyer heard[ J mention anyone by that name, 





On 2-10-64 «a Milwaukee, Wisconsin File #___92-164 


at 


sa (fect 2-11-64 
a E Rao a i E le ete Seta ee E 


Date dictated 
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MI T-1 advised that 





ae 
ee) 
G G 


WI T-1 stated that[ — is siding with the : 
faction of the Milwaukee "outfit" and does not have a great b 
deal of power with FRANK BALISTRIERI in some respects, but is 
used py all members of the "outfit" to gain political favors. 


He said that STEVE DE SALVO is not very active at the present 
time in affairs of the "outfit." In fact, all of the members 
are very quiet. He said that DE SALVO is taking care of his 
cleaning business most of the time. 


Mi T-1 stated that he knows of al ___|whose first name he 
believes is[___|]who is associated with a union in North 
Chicago. He stated that this individual is a gambler and 
regularly attends craps and poker games, but does not have 
anything to do with the running of a gambling establishment. 
He said that he doubted M vould be higher than RIZZO and COVELLI 
in the Kenosha gambling picture; and as far as he knows, these 

two men run the gamoling in that area. He said that the only 
interference or advice that they ever received when they were 

in the gambling business came from FRANK BALISTRIERI in 

Milwaukee, 


md 
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On February 20, 1964, HI T-l advised that —_—_ = Žž ë |] be 
a vending machine business for FRANK BAL RI ERT BIC 
and that they have five customers, He stated that 


Ee |. ere doing all the actual work, with 
FRANK BALISTRIERI putting up the money ant SSCS 
for BALISTRIERI. 


MI T-1 stated that he has learned that JOHN RIZZO and BILL 
COVELLI are not being seen together in Kenosha at the present 
time and are evidently staying apart, due to the current 

John Doe hearings there. 


7D 


On larch 2, 1964, MI T-1 advised that both 
ANK BA RIE 





b7D 





MI T-1 advised that in regard to a rumor that JOIE RIZZO and 
WILLIAH COVELLI had a falling out, he did not hear this, but he 
does know definitely that RIZZO and COVELLI are not seen 
together at ali at the present time. He said that he has 
attributed this to the fact that there is a John Doe hearing in 
Kenosha and it might possibly be that they have had a falling 
out, 


In regard to another rumor that WILLIAM COVELLI might seli his 
vending business and go to the Bahamas or Las Vegas for a 
gambling joo, MI T-1 knew nothing concerning this matter. He 
advised, though, that he knows COVELLI has been to the 

Bahamas on vacation and has talked very favorably concerning the 
climate and good jobs in that area, 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


On February 26, 1964, MI T-4 advised that during the course of 
his enployment, he has occasion to be in the general area where 


hangs around, whih is also a place frequently KG 
visited by MI T-4 stated that he has observed pc 
on Washington Avenue and also on State Street in Racine 


where the local gamblers hang out and occasionally sees 
in the same area, 


- 10 -= 
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On January 29, 1964, Detective| < |aavisea that JOHN 
RIZZO vas out of town the entire week of January 20-25 and 

was not seen in the gacine area. L— |stated that the RIZZO 
home was unattended, the drapes were pulled shut, and no garbage 
was placed at the road on Thursday, the day for the usual 

rural collection, 


On February 4, 196A, Detectivel _—___| Racine Sheriff's 
Office, advised that former associate of JOHN 


RIZZO, was scheduled to start work at the J I Case Co. 
South Works, Racine, Wisconsin. He also advised that == 

is currently employed at the same plant and is ou 
in a test area, driving new tractors. 


[__|statea that[__| originally was working in the heat 


treat department, but could not take the controlled heat, so he 
was transferred to the product testing department. 


also conjectured that it appears that the tacine gamblers 
who were formerly associated with RIZZO and COVELLI have 
apparently obtained legitimate jobs, 


On E ar | = i accompanied 
by was employed 
at Tvin Disk, Racine, Wisconsin and was presently traveling 

to a gambling spot approximately a half-hour's drive from Sacine, 
located on Highway 131 south of Racine in the state of Illinois. 


mI T-7 stated that a driver takes these individuals to this 
gambling spot, charges 33 per person for the trip, and then uses 
this money to gamble. He stated the aforementioned group and 
unknown others make this trip every Saturday morning, He 

also stated that the gambling spot has poker, craps, and horse 
betting. 


Concerning the horse betting, HI T-7 stated that no matter which 
track you pet, the gambling spot has the results a half hour 
after the race. 


MI T-7 advised that the recent gambling raids conducted by 
local and federal law enforcerient agencies in Kenosha and zacine 
haye the gamblers talking to themselves and they do not know 


just what they should do. 
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MI T-7 stated that during a recent visit to a gamoling game, he 
observed[ č |run into the place and talk with a person 


Wi T-7 said that 





NI T-7 advised that also said that Racine is "hot" and 





Ybil JI T= 7as in attendan a1 his gamoltlins spot — | 


fh -7 stated that 





On February 26, 1964, HI T-4 advised that he had made several 
! telephonic contacts with individuais with whom he has gambled 
in the Racine area, and these individuals advised him that there 
is no action around the Racine-Kenosha area on a scheduled basis, 
due to the current heat created by recent Internal Revenue Service 
gambling raids, police department gambling arrests, and also the 
presence of a John Doe in Kenosha. MI T-4 advised that the old- 
time gamblers in the area do not know just what the John Doe is 
going after; and, as a result, they are playing it real cool. 


Concerning the recent Internal Revenue Service gambling raid at 
SS [rooming house, 
ie 


—- l =4 Advi hat on a recent evening he ha een 
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Wi T-4 stated that he had peen thinking about some of the prior 
activities of the RIZZO-COVELLI era in Kenosha. He stated that 
they had used a large pool table which had been converted to a craps 
table, and that JOHN RIZZO was the banker and the only individual 
who handled the money for the craps game. He stated that chips 
were used in this craps game and were in the denominations of 

31, 35 and 310. He also advised that he has seen as much as 

390,000 to 340,000 at one time stacked in front of RIZZO., MI T-4 
stated that this craps game could accommodate 40 to 50 individuals, 
but usually there were only 15 or 20 active players at any one time. 


He stated thatL Sd vas a close 
associate of WILLIAL "4pISER”" COVUELLI and vould play as much as 
52,000 a night and was usually a loser. We conjectured 

that this may have | father's money and may have. 
even been house money injected into the game just to keep 
things on the move. 


pe 


De 


MI T-4 also advised that at the 2RIZZO-COVELLI craps game, a 
participant would come in the front door of the oid 56th Street 
Cigar Store, which was dark, would ve acknowledged by AL ALBANA, 
the usual door man, and then would go through a small vestibule- 
like arrangement between the front office and the rear area 

where the craps game was being held. HI T-4 advised that this game 
was a rather closed operation in the sense that he usually 

sav the same individuais at the games and, therefore, everyone 

knew everyone else and no strangers were allowed unless they 

were brought in by one of the well-known players. 


He advised that the games were held on late Friday evenings 
and carried on into Saturday mornings, and there also was 
activity on Sunday afternoons but on a lesser scale than the 
saturday mornings action, 

HI T-4 stated that he has not seen JONN RIZZO in Racine or 


Kenosha and that the last time he saw RIZZO was shortly before 
the craps game was terminated in February, 1963. 


aa | MI T-4 advised that he has been Known bé 
to be a close associate of JOHN RIZZO in the past and, to his bic 


knowledge, there is an apparent connection at the present tine. 
ing : ing of and the morning of 
HI T-Z Was in e Kenosha, Wisconsin area making 
the rounds of various bars in an attemot to locate any form of 


craps or pool game activity. He advised that while at Nr. G's,” ” 


Jo & 
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on 22nd Avenue 


b6 
BC 
b7D 


b6 
PoC 
pD 


b6 
sone 
b7D 


MI T-4 stated that this house was one of 10 similar places that 
are currently in operation in Kenosha and that there is known 
to ee at least 15 places aval 1a 





Concerning the syndicate, MI T-4 stated that these house games 
are definitely tied in with syndicate operations and those 
Will be enlarged as soon as the current John Doe proceedings 
have subsided. 


onl Ted was, in Waukegan, Illinois... 
to aplace Known as u ; and through inquiry, he learned that 


z Jäs 
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there is a syndicate operation type game being conducted in the 
back room of this club and that to get into this back room, the 


player must asked > ae say, sent me," MI T-4 
advised that the individual known as is who 
is in pusiness with 


at the_iicho in Kenosha. 
He also stated tha name of] fh 
hangs around with is also connected with the 
Echo Inn. HI T-4 stated that there is poker activity available 
in Kenosha at various private residences every Thursday, Friday, 
paturday, and Sunday. 












On March 13, 1964, a brown Chevrolet, apparently a late 1940 
model, bearing 1964 Viisconsin registration number Y-1052, was 
observed parked in the driveway at the home of JCHN RIZZO with 
RIZZO's 1963 Lincoln Continental parked alongside. 


A check with the Motor Vehicle Bureau indicated that this car vas 


registered to the Auto Transmission Speciality Inc., 2308 
Lathrop Avenue, Racine. 


On March 13, 1964, ter | Racine Police 
Department, advised that this car belongs to an automobile 


transmission garage and is used by various mechanics of this firm 
to drive out on vork assignments. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
File No. March 26, 1964 


Title ‘JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 


Reference Report of SAL____  ] bé 
r | captioned and dated as above. p7c 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
File Noo 92-164 March 28, 1964 


JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
ANTI -2ACKETERRING 


The following_is a characterization of informants used in the b6 
otal 6 CC (Wy ated and capbioned as, oC 


aoove, 





MI T-6 is 


MI T-7 is 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


da Will maintain contact with developed sources of 
information for current activities of gamblers and former 
associates of subject. 


2. Will follow activities of RIZZO to determine if he is 
involved in any current gambling activity in this. area, 
in violation.of Federal statutes. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Io Will maintain contact with developed sources of 
information who are close to the Milwaukee Outfit, especially 
subject's associations with FRANK BALISTRIERI and other known 
Milwaukee hoodilums, 


2e Will attempt to develop information on the proposed 
COVELLI - RIZZO plans to buy a tavern or night club in Northern 
Illinois or somplace within the area of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


T, Will report results of survey of trash disposed of by 
subject, 


as Will maintain contact with the Special Detail, Racine 
PD for current activities and associates of subject. 


J; Will maintain contact. with sources of information who are 
acquainted with subject's activities and associates. 


aS ee 
COVER PAGE 





; MI 92-164 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


The investigative period of this report has been extended 
to include information that was not available when referenced 
report was prepared. 


Under Milwaukee file 162-49 captioned "WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITY", a lead was_set forth for the _. 
Chicago Division to maintain contact with for 8 
further information pertaining to RIZZO's and COVELLL's pie 
alleged plans to buy the Key Glub, Park City, Illinois for 

the purpose of using the basement for gambling. As this 
information is reported by the Chicago Division, it will 

be incorporated in this file, 


INFORMANTS 
MI T-1is[|___——eontacted by SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY. >72 
MI T-6 is my imtaeees by SA 
MI T-7 is PCI contacted by >» 
b6 


b7Cc 
b7D 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b6 
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pr 
Copy to: 1 - USA, Milwaukee 
Report off SA Lae mal Office MILWAUKEE 
Date: May 26, 19 
Field Office File No.: MI 92-164 Bureau File No.: 92-5012 


Title == JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 


Characte: ANTT-RACKETEERING 


Synopsis: 


! 

subject in partne bfputtn mr oea, Kenosha, 4) + 
' Wisconsin and FRANK ALISTRIERT, Ked of the “Iftiwaulcee VS. 

“Outfit have made ‘plans to purchase the Key Club, Park 
, City, Illinois. No information available to indicate that 
subject and COVELLI have split up. FRANK BALISTRIERI has 
/ piece of RIZZO's gambling when such is running in the 
i Kenosha - Racine area. RIZZO alleged not to have piece 
of any gambling action in the Northern Illinois area 
because this is strictly Chicago area under the control 
of ROCCO FISCHETTI and other Chicago outfit members. 
RIZZO G contact with the Milwaukee hoodlum 
element, 


oa ee 
DETAILS: 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On February 11, 1964 Detective[ sid Special 
Assignment Squad, Milwaukee Poli ment, advised that 
he and his partner, Detective had attended part 
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f the st arty held at Fazio's on 5th Street for 

-—— A the night of November 4, 1963. Detective 
Stated ‘that he and his partner did not get to 

the party until approximately 11:00 P.M, and stayed until 
about 12:30 A.M, flea eed that he had heard that 
there were approximately 75 people present for dinner, that 
the party had started about 8:00 P.M. with a dinner and 
show being given upstairs and that the people present then 
proceeded to the downstairs area which was set aside for 
party groups. [ __Jreiatea that by the time he and 
his partner had arrived at 11:00 P.M, the group had been 
reduced to about 50 people. The people present entertained 
themselves by conversation, some playing Gin Rummy and 

some in small poker games with only chips visible. Many 
prominent business and professional men were present and 
these individuals were known to have no connections with 


it" nor sympathy toward any such organization. 
Do Ipointes out that for example, ae 
present. L yri a long time acquaintace and friend 
of the and is the son of a Federal Judge and the 
brother of a local circuit court judge. l 


L stated that to the best of his information, there 
was no business conducted that in any way pertained to the 
"outfit" or the Italian group as such. 


Detective|__| further Stated that by the time he 

and his partner arrived, he did not see JOHN RIZZO nor 
did he recognize anyone who resembled WILLIAM "WEISER" 
COVELLI. 


On March 13, 1964 MI T-1 advised that BUSTER BALESTRERE still 
recéives $250.00 a week from the Milwaukee "outfit" and 
STEVE DE SALVO gets the same amount. 


In regards to information that has come to the attention 

of the Milwaukee Office that was in the 
Kenosha area during the summer of 1962 and was seen at 

one time with TONY BIERNAT around TONY's boat at the Kenosha 
Yacht Club during the summer of 1962, MI T-1 advised that he 
had no information concerning this matter. He did state 
that JOE GURERA, STEVE DE SALVO and BUSTER BALESTRERE 
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went to Kenosha regularly, at least twice a week, during 
the summer of 1962 and cabareted there a great deal with 
JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI. They also took part and 
Supervised at times the crap game of RIZZO and LLL, 

ML T-1 also stated that on occasions 

accompanied them to Kenosha but was unable to state whether 
r new TONY BIERNAT. 


On March 13, 1964 MI T-l'stated that the Club 42 at Zion, 
operates a crap game and that Shyme's and Eddies Tavern 

is also running a poker game, He advised there is a big 

crap game going on in Waukegan, Illinois, and that two 
blocks west of the North Shore Railway Station in Waukegan, 
there is a tavern located approximately three doors from 

the corner, He said that you contact the bartender in this 
tavern concerning the crap game and he will then make a phone 
cali and escort you personally to the crap game which is 
operated in a house across the street, 


MI T-1 stated that there is no information available to 
indicate that RIZZO has a piece of the action in the Northern 
Illinois’ area because this is strictly under the control 

of Chicago and ROCCO FISCHETTI and other outfit members. 


On March 23, 1964 SA served Special 
Assignment Squad officer Milwaukee Police 


Department, go into Fazio's on 5th at about 3:00 P.M,, and 
takes advised he had made the following observations: 


[ana were talking to 


a local union official and another individual who was 
possibly DOMINIC FRINZI, attormey who is used by the hoodlum 
element in Milwaukee for legal advice, sitting in the 
restaurant. advised he did not go all the way into 
the dining room but he did observe JOHN RIZZO and FRANK 
BALISTRIERI in Fazio's on March 19, 1964. 


On March 27, 1964 MI T-1 advised that FRANK BALISTRIERI is 
Staying close to Gallaghers at the present time and is very 
quiet. He stated that BALISTRIERI has again made remarks 
to the effect that there will be a reorganization of the 
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Milwaukee Outfit in the near future and this is 
interpreted to mean after the John Doe trials have 
terminated, 


In regards to WILLIAM COVELLI of Kenosha, Wisconsin, MI T-1 
advised that FRANK BALISTRIERI has a piece of COVELLI's 

juke box business, his book and gambling, when such is 

running in the Kenosha area. He also advised that 
BALISTRIERI also has a piece of JOHN RIZZO's book at 

Racine, MI T-1 stated that there is no information 

concerning COVELLI and RIZZO splitting up and in his opinion, 
they are such good friends that they would probably only split 
up on the surface because of the John Doe hearing being 
conducted in Kenosha at the present time, . 
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On April 24, 1964 MI T-~1 advised that 
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MI T-1 advised that RIZZO and COVELLI have a direct line 

in regards to the John Doe investigation currently being 
conducted in Kenosha. He advised that someone who is 
assisting in conducting this investigation is feeding informa- 
tion to RIZZO and COVELLI on what is being found out. 


On May 3, 1964 MI T-1 advised that he has heard that 
COVELLI and RIZZO may be acting on behalf of FRANK: 
BALISTRIERI concerning a night club in the area due to the 
fact that Gallaghers and the Downtowner may be torn down 

if the City of Milwaukee goes through with their downtown 
redevelopment program. He stated BALISTRIERI has looked 

at several places but has not yet made up his mind where he 
will try to locate, 





Concerning this, MI T-1 advised he has heard no information 
concerning the alleged attempt of COVELLI, RIZZO and 
BALISTRIERI to buy the Key Club in Park City, Illinois. 


> 





AT RACINE, WISCONSIN 


Tet ob- 
served a couple of boys on the crap table sticks whom LTD 


he knew as former "stick men" at the former COVELLI - RIZZO 
crap game on 56th Street in Kenosha. MI T-6 advised that 

he did not remember the names, but that they were both short 
and typically Italian, in appearance, 
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According to MI T-6 there is a lot of action at the Club 
42 as well as various oth joints in Northern 
Illinois. He stated that continues to be the 
big man at the Club 4e, and That there is a $200 limit 
but you can bet more if you so desire. He stated most of 
the time the table has 40 or 50 $5 chips stacked on the © 
playing surface, 


MI T-6 stated that there used to be numerous house games 
in Kenosha for poker and informant stated that the area 
gamblers think the police and other enforcement agencies 
are happy about the arrests recently made by the Internal 
Revenue Service and state officials and are of the {minion 
that they will be left alone for a period of time. 


On April 9, 1964 MI T-6 advised that JOHN RIZZO is supposed 
to be in a rough spot and is not moving because he figures 
things are too hot and that the Feds know about his every 
move. He also stated he has no knowledge of RIZZO being ~ 
involved in any current activity in Kenosha or Racine. 


On April 13, 1964 MI T-7 advised that(___—C Frome 
gambling associate of subject, is commencing or using a 
booking operation that will be conducted by himself to 
service the Racine area people who wish to piace horse bets 
with a bookie. According to MI T-7[___|has made a 
statement that Canales Restaurant in Zion, Illinois was 
closed for any form of gambling at the present time, 


On April 19, 1964 MI T-7 advised gt ES now 
taking bets for races being held at Sportsman and Aqueduct 
ace tracks and that if a person tried to place a bet with 
he had to write the amount of his bet on a slip of 
paper containing the name of the track, horses he was 


betting on and the amount placed plus a code name indicating 


that he was the individual bettor. MI T-7 also stated that 
Lee B® advised that he will have a telephone number in a 
short period of time to facilitate his booking operation 


thereby eliminating personal contacts between[___land those 


who desire to place a bet, 
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=“ if also stated that the booking operation of L__] 
appears to be his own operation at this time and 


that no one else is apparently backing 


On April 28, 1964 MI T-7 advised that 

continues his booking operation and that payoffs are made 
with winners on Saturday or Sunday with the individuals 
concerned, 


MI T-7 also stated that[ __has bee 
the past with a fellow by the name of 












now has former car, a 1903 Buick 
has a 1958 Studebaker which he is using in his 
current activities, 


On April 28, 1964 and were 
observed in tudebaker, bearing “@sconsin 
registration on Spring Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 


traveling inthe westerly direction towards the residence 
of JOHN RIZZO on Emmertson Road, Racine County. 


several spot checks were conducted in the area of RIZZO's 

home shortly after this surveillance was made without 
car being observed at RIZZO's,. It was noted 

though, that RIZZO's 1963 Lincoln Continental was in 

the garage in his usual parking space. 


Numerous spot checks conducted in the vicinity of RIZZO's 
residence, Emmertson Road, Racine County, during the week 
of May 18 - May 22, 1964 failed to reflect any unusual 
activity or the presence of any vehicles at his home, 


May 22, 1964 Detectives[ Jana 
special Squad, Racine Police Department, advised 
that their daily spot checks of RIZZO's home during the 
month had failed to reflect any unusual activity and 
RIZZO was observed on numerous occasions working around his 
home and in a flower garden, 
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